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AGED CARE SERVICES (CHAPTER 13)
· This chapter reports on government funded residential and community based services for frail older people. The main services are: assessment services; residential services; and community care services.

· Total government expenditure reported on aged care services in 2006-07 was $8.4 billion. The largest expenditure category was residential care services with $5.8 billion (69.0 per cent), followed by community care services with $2.5 billion and assessment services with $61.5 million. In community care services, the largest expenditure category was Home and Community Care (HACC) services with $1.5 billion. The Australian Government contributed $928.4 million to HACC services, with the states and territories contributing $595.7 million. The Community Aged Care Program (CACP) is funded by the Australian Government, which spent $404.9 million on the program in 2006-07 (pp. 13.12-17).
· Nationally, there were 167 070 places (excluding flexible care) in residential care facilities (72 647 in high care services, 14 420 in low care services and 80 003 in services providing a mixture of high and low care) at June 2007 (p. 13.19). There were 37 747 operational CACP places at 30 June 2007 and at least 800 505 HACC clients in 2006-07 (p. 13.24).
Objectives of aged care services
The aged care system aims to promote the wellbeing and independence of frail older people and their carers through the funding and delivery of care services that are accessible, appropriate to needs, high quality and efficient.
Selection of results

	Proportion of residents who changed from low care to high care and remained in the same aged care service, Junea (p. 13.49)
	
	Australian Government (DoHA and DVA) real expenditure on residential services per person aged 70 years or over plus Indigenous people aged 50–69 years (2006-07 dollars)a (p. 13.59)
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a Data and caveats for these figures are available electronically on the CD-ROM enclosed with the Report and from the website for the Review of Government Service Provision (http://www.pc.gov.au/gsp/reports/rogs/2008). Data may be subject to revision. The most recent data will be available on the Review website.
Performance indicators for aged care services (figure 13.12, p. 13.30) 
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Developments in reporting since the 2007 Report
A number of additions and improvements have been made to the chapter this year, including:
· reporting for the first time age specific approval rates for aged care services 

· inclusion of two additional categories of experimental expenditure data, for state and territory capital expenditure on residential aged care and additional state and territory expenditure on HACC services

· inclusion for the first time of expenditure data in relation to Multi-Purpose Services, Transition Care Program and Indigenous specific services

· reporting for the first time the indicator ‘long term aged care in public hospitals’

· revision and improvement of the indicator ‘waiting times for residential care’. 
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