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CHILDREN’S SERVICES (CHAPTER 3)
· The focus of this chapter is on government funded and/or provided child care and preschool services for children aged 12 years or younger.
· The Australian Government supported 616 129 child care places in 2006 — an increase of 4.6 per cent on the number in 2005. In 2006-07, State and Territory governments supported approximately 64 330 places in child care for children aged 12 years or younger (p. 3.7). 

· State and Territory governments supported at least 211 011 preschool places in 2006-07 (p. 3.8).
· Total Australian, State and Territory government expenditure on children’s services was approximately $3.03 billion in 2006-07 (p. 3.6).
Objectives of children’s services
Children’s services aim to:

· meet the care, education and development needs of children in a safe and nurturing environment

· provide support for families in caring for their children

· provide these services in an equitable and efficient manner.

Selection of results

	Proportion of children aged 0–12 years using Australian Government approved child care (p. 3.18)
	
	Average fees charged by Australian Government funded child care services, for 50 hours of care, 2006 ($/week)(p. 3.25).
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a Data and caveats for these figures are available electronically on the CD-ROM enclosed with the Report and from the website for the Review of Government Service Provision (http://www.pc.gov.au/gsp/reports/rogs/2008). Data may be subject to revision. The most recent data will be available on the Review website.











[MORE]
Performance indicators for children’s services (figure 3.2, p. 3.10) 
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[MORE]
Developments in reporting since the 2007 Report
· The chapter has been moved into what was previously the ‘Education’ part of the Report (now ‘Early childhood, education and training’). This shift acknowledges the developmental continuum between children’s services and school education, and the policy direction of Early Childhood Education and Care.

· The representation of special needs groups in child care services and the community is presented for children aged 0–5 and 6–12. Previous reports presented only the 0–12 age group. 

· Child care services’ performance against the National Childcare Accreditation Council’s (NCAC) quality principles related to health and safety replaces ‘serious injuries’ as an indicator of health and safety. 

· Final data from the Australian Government’s Census of Child Care Services conducted in 2006 is included this year. The 2007 Report included preliminary data from this source. 
[END]




