
This submission is based on feedback from many stakeholders who see $billions pa savings 
in sharing their data about the natural & built environment, within a new national legal 
framework that protects privacy and maintains security. They cover planning, design, 
engineering, costing, construction, finance, insurance, asset and facility management, 
leasing, to valuation, sale and decommission, as well as emergency services, road 
authorities, Local Councils & State Govt depts. In many cases, data are duplicated across 
different entities, so there is no ‘point of truth, leading to errors, delays and cost overruns. 
As well, once a project is completed, the architects, engineers, and contractors no longer 
have any use for the 3D models; and often the new owner cannot use them, as they lack the 
software. Even most utilities cannot yet handle 3D data, so the rich data sets relating to 
underground services beneath a new building are at risk of being lost. The opportunity 
exists to begin collecting this data within a new national legal framework so that it can be 
held for future use, with clear rights of access. As the amount of 3D data accumulates, its 
value will increase, making it worthwhile for businesses to change their processes to work 
with it. By establishing the framework now to recognise the data, the entities who hold the 
data (that may include commercial entities) and rights of access, we can be assured that 
over the next 20 years we will be able to build a federated model of the natural and built 
environment at all scales required for decision-making, to deliver better quicker outcomes 
at less cost, with much less risk. Recently, I have been appointed with ACIL Allen consulting 
to write the Road Map for 3D Qld: an authorised, federated, secure, digital 3D model with 
high positional certainty to facilitate more efficient and accurate public and private decision-
making. This project can provide a guide for how the new national framework could 
operate. 

 


