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Foreword

In November 2006, as part of its response to the Regulation Taskforce’s report
Rethinking Regulation, the Commonwealth Government strengthened its
regulation-making requirements for departments and agencies, including through
enhanced regulatory impact analysis and consultation processes.

This is the first annual report under the new arrangements, prepared by the Office of
Best Practice Regulation (OBPR) within the Productivity Commission. The OBPR
was created to replace and extend the remit of the Office of Regulation Review.
This report in turn replaces the previous annual publication Regulation and its
Review. It forms part of the Commission’s annual report series of publications for
2006-07.

It has been an eventful year. Implementation issues associated with bedding down
the new arrangements are discussed here, including revisions to the Best Practice
Regulation Handbook. This report also outlines the enhanced regulatory analysis
requirements for the stock and flow of regulation, noting the main differences with
previous arrangements. As 2006-07 was a transitional year, compliance with both
the new and previous requirements are reported separately.

Since this report was completed, the incoming Labor Government announced that
the Office of Best Practice Regulation would move to the new Finance and
Deregulation Portfolio.

The Commission is grateful for the extensive cooperation it has received over the
years from Commonwealth departments and agencies, ministerial councils and
national standard-setting bodies.

Gary Banks
Chairman

November 2007
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