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Preface 

This staff working paper examines the productivity of the Australian mining sector 
and highlights some significant issues relating to the measurement and 
interpretation of productivity trends within the sector.  

An early version of the ideas developed in this paper was presented by then 
Assistant Commissioner Dean Parham at the Productivity Perspectives Conference 
in Canberra in December 2007 under the title Mining Productivity: The Case of the 
Missing Input?.  

Helpful comments on the paper were received from Lindsay Hogan and Shiji Zhao 
(ABARE); Ellis Connolly, Anthony Richards and Michael Plumb (Reserve Bank of 
Australia); Dan Wood and Commissioner Matthew Butlin. Gavin Mudd (Monash 
University) and Alan Copeland (ABARE) also provided data and helpful comments 
on the paper. Ben Dolman, Paul Gretton, Tracey Horsfall and Tony Kulys from the 
Productivity Commission assisted in the preparation of the paper.  

The views expressed in this paper are those of the authors and are not necessarily 
those of the Productivity Commission, or of the external organisations or people 
who provided assistance. 
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