B

COAG's response to stage 1 report (13 April 2007)

In its communiqué of 13 April 2007 (COAG 2007, Regulatory Reform Plan,
p. 10), COAG responded to the Commission’s stage one report as follows:

COAG has agreed to proceed to the second stage of a study to benchmark
the compliance costs of regulation, to be undertaken by the Productivity
Commission. Benchmarking the compliance costs of regulation will assist
all governments to identify further areas for possible regulation reform. The
benchmarking study will examine the regulatory compliance costs
associated with becoming and being a business, the delays and uncertainties
of gaining approvals in doing business, and the regulatory duplication and
inconsistencies in doing business interstate. COAG has asked Senior
Officials to finalise by the end of May 2007 any variations to the areas of
regulation to be benchmarked in the three-year program outlined in the
Commission’s feasibility study ‘Performance Benchmarking of Australian
Business Regulation’. COAG noted the Commonwealth will fully fund the
benchmarking exercise.



