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Foreword

The Productivity Commission is required under its Act to report annually on
industry assistance and its effects on the economy. Trade & Assistance Review
2008-09 contains the Commission’s latest quantitative estimates of Australian
Government assistance to industry. It also identifies recent developments in
assistance for various industries and sectors of the economy, and looks at selected
developments in international trade policy.

In response to the global financial crisis, the Australian Government implemented a
number of measures aimed at maintaining liquidity in the financial system.
Although temporary, these measures are likely to have some enduring effects on the
finance sector. The sector also benefits from a range of taxation concessions
conferred on its activities and funds under management. Chapter 4 of this Review
reports on the measures introduced and brings together the range of budgetary and
other assistance relating to the finance sector.

In preparing this document, the Commission has received helpful advice and
feedback from a number of officials in Australian Government agencies. The
Commission is grateful for their assistance.

Gary Banks AO
Chairman
June 2010
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