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FOREWORD VII

Foreword

Governments use regulations to achieve a variety of worthwhile social and
economic objectives. It is important, however, that the goals sought through
regulation are clearly identified and that they are achieved in the most effective and
efficient manner. Otherwise, the competitiveness of business and the productivity of
the economy may be impaired, and community living standards diminished.

The Prime Minister, in More Time for Business (1997), outlined the Government’s
initiatives for regulation making and review. They expanded on earlier requirements
to prepare Regulation Impact Statements (RIS) and cover most of the processes by
which laws and regulations are developed. As well, the Council of Australian
Governments has put in place two programs: to review existing legislation which
restricts competition; and to ensure that Ministerial Councils and other national
standard-setting bodies fully assess their regulatory proposals.

The Office of Regulation Review (ORR), within the Productivity Commission, has
a central role in securing the implementation of these initiatives. The ORR is
required to help ensure that all departments, agencies and national standard-setting
bodies fulfil the requirements for new and amended regulations by providing
guidance and training, as well as advising on the adequacy of RISs. It is also
required to vet the terms of reference of the reviews of existing Commonwealth
legislation.

The Government has asked the Productivity Commission to report annually on
compliance with these regulation review initiatives. This is the first such report and
forms part of the Productivity Commission’s annual report series of publications for
1997–98.

The Commission is grateful for the cooperation of Commonwealth departments and
agencies in providing information about their regulatory activity throughout the
year.

Gary Banks
Chairman
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1 Since the focus is on compliance in 1997–98, this report largely refers to the departments and their

responsibilities as they were then, rather than to the changes in names and responsibilities which
took effect late in 1998.
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