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The Productivity Commission 

The Productivity Commission, an independent agency, is the Australian 
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PREFACE V

Preface

The Productivity Commission is required under its Act to report annually on 
industry assistance and its effects on the economy. Trade & Assistance Review 
2005-06 contains the Commission’s latest quantitative estimates of Australian 
Government assistance to industry. It also examines recent developments in 
assistance in various sectors of the economy over the past year or so, and discusses 
some recent international policy developments affecting Australia’s trade. 

The Commission periodically releases new series of assistance estimates, which 
incorporate updated input-output data and other revisions as appropriate. This 
edition of the Review reports the results of a new series of estimates based on 
recently published ABS input-output tables for 2001-02. The new estimates cover 
the five years to 2005-06. While the review is normally released towards the end of 
each calendar year, this edition has been held back in order to facilitate the 
introduction of the new estimates.

Trade & Assistance Review 2005-06 forms part of the Commission’s annual report 
series. Its companion volumes are the Commission’s Annual Report 2005-06, and
Regulation and its Review 2005-06.

In preparing this document, the Commission received helpful advice and feedback 
from officials from several Australian Government departments. The Commission 
is grateful for their assistance. 

Gary Banks 
Chairman

April 2007 
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