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PREFACE III

Preface

The Productivity Commission is required under its Act to report annually on 
industry assistance and its effects on the economy. Trade & Assistance Review 
2006-07 contains the Commission’s latest quantitative estimates of Australian 
Government assistance to industry. It also examines recent developments in 
assistance in various sectors of the economy over the year or so prior to the 
commencement of the caretaker period in October 2007, and outlines some recent 
international policy developments affecting Australia’s trade. 

Several factors, including the announcement of a number of reviews, make it timely 
to take stock of the principles that should guide the design of effective and efficient 
industry assistance. Chapter 6 of this edition of Trade & Assistance Review
discusses such principles, and points to some additional areas of assistance that 
warrant examination from a community-wide perspective.  

In preparing this document, the Commission received helpful advice and feedback 
from officials from several Australian Government departments and agencies. The 
Commission is grateful for their assistance. 

Gary Banks 
Chairman  

March 2008 
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