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Government’s principal review and advisory body on microeconomic policy and
regulation. It conducts public inquiries and research into a broad range of economic
and social issues affecting the welfare of Australians.

The Commission’s independence is underpinned by an Act of Parliament. Its
processes and outputs are open to public scrutiny and are driven by consideration for
the wellbeing of the community as a whole.
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Preface

The Productivity Commission is required under its Act to report annually on
industry assistance and its effects on the economy. Trade & Assistance Review
2006-07 contains the Commission’s latest quantitative estimates of Australian
Government assistance to industry. It also examines recent developments in
assistance in various sectors of the economy over the year or so prior to the
commencement of the caretaker period in October 2007, and outlines some recent
international policy developments affecting Australia’s trade.

Several factors, including the announcement of a number of reviews, make it timely
to take stock of the principles that should guide the design of effective and efficient
industry assistance. Chapter 6 of this edition of Trade & Assistance Review
discusses such principles, and points to some additional areas of assistance that
warrant examination from a community-wide perspective.

In preparing this document, the Commission received helpful advice and feedback
from officials from several Australian Government departments and agencies. The
Commission is grateful for their assistance.

Gary Banks
Chairman

March 2008
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Agriculture — Advancing Australia

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics
Automotive Competitiveness and Investment Scheme
Australian Customs Service

Australian Capital Territory

Assistance for Isolated Children

Australian National Audit Office

Australian Taxation Office

Australian Wheat Board International

Australian Wool Innovation

Australian Wool Services
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Centre for International Economics

cooperative research centres
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Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources
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R&D

RRPGP
SME
TCF
TFES
TPR
TSA
WA
WEA
WTO

information and communications technology
information technology

liquefied petroleum gas

most favoured nation

motor vehicles and parts

National Food Industry Strategy

National Landcare Program

New South Wales

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
Productivity Commission

post, digital and visual effects
Pharmaceutical Industry Investment Program

(Department of) Primary Industries and Resources
of South Australia

preferential trading agreement

Photovoltaic Rebate Program

qualifying Australian production expenditure
research and development

Renewable Remote Power Generation Program
small and medium-sized enterprise

textiles, clothing and footwear

Tasmanian Freight Equalisation Scheme
trade policy review

tourism satellite account

Western Australia

Wheat Export Authority

World Trade Organization
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