Trade & Assistance Review 1998-99 11 lid ._[




[0 Commonwealth of Australia 1999

ISBN 1 74037 078 3

Thiswork is subject to copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the Copyright
Act 1968, the work may be reproduced in whole or in part for study or training
purposes, subject to the inclusion of an acknowledgment of the source. Reproduction
for commercia use or sale requires prior written permission from Auslinfo. Requests
and inquiries concerning reproduction and rights should be addressed to the Manager,
Legidative Services, Ausinfo, GPO Box 1920, Canberra, ACT, 2601.

Inquiries:

Media and Publications
Productivity Commission
Locked Bag 2

Collins Street East Post Office
Melbourne Vic 8003

Tel: (03) 9653 2244
Fax: (03) 9653 2303
Email: maps@pc.gov.au

An appropriate citation for this paper is:

Productivity Commission 1999, Trade & Assistance Review 1998-99,
Annual Report Series 1998-99, Auslnfo, Canberra.

The Productivity Commission

The Productivity Commission, an independent Commonwealth agency, is the
Government’s principal review and advisory body on microeconomic policy and

regulation. It conducts public inquiries and research into a broad range of ecorjomic
and social issues affecting the welfare of Australians.

The Commission’s independence is underpinned by an Act of Parliament. Its
processes and outputs are open to public scrutiny and are driven by concern for the
wellbeing of the community as a whole.

Information on the Productivity Commission, its publications and its current work
program can be found on the World Wide Web at www.pc.gov.au or by contagting
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Foreword

The Productivity Commission is required to report annually on industry assistance
and its effects on the economy.

This review of trade and assistance issues and developments over the past year
contains the Commission’s latest estimates of agricultural, manufacturing and
budgetary assistance.

It also presents new estimates of barriers to trade in selected services for Australia
and its trading partners. These new estimates are the first output of a collaborative
project with the University of Adelaide and the Australian National University,
supported by the Australian Research Council. The estimates should prove useful
for trade negotiators as they gear up for the World Trade Organisation’s proposed
‘Millennium Round’ of multilateral trade negotiations.

Trade & Assistance Review 1998-99 forms part of the Commission’s annual report
series. Its companion volumes are the CommissiAnisial Report 1998-99, and
Regulation and its Review 1998-99, both of which are to be released shortly.

Gary Banks
Chairman

4 November 1999
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