14 Children’s services

Children’s services aim to meet the care, education and development needs of
children. In this chapter, child care services is the care provided to children aged
less than 13 years (that is, 0-12 years), usually by someone other than the child’s
parents or guardian. Preschool services are the services provided to children mainly
in the year or two before they begin full time schooling.

Most of the data in this chapter relate to services that are supported by the
Australian, State and Territory governments and provided for children aged less
than 13 years. Local governments also plan, fund and deliver children’s services.
Due to data limitations, the only local government data included are where
Australian, State and Territory government funding and licensing are involved. An
outline of the chapter is provided below.

A profile of children’s services is presented in section 14.1. This provides a context
for assessing the performance indicators presented later in the chapter. All
jurisdictions have agreed to develop, and aim to report, comparable indicators; a
framework of performance indicators is outlined in section 14.2. The data on
performance are discussed in section 14.3 and future directions for performance
reporting are discussed in section 14.4. The chapter concludes with jurisdictions’
comments in section 14.5. Definitions of terms specific to children’s services are
found in section 14.6. Section 14.7 lists the supporting tables for this chapter.
Supporting tables are identified in references throughout the chapter by an ‘A’
suffix (for example, table 14A.3 is table 3 in the attachment). Supporting tables are
provided on the CD-ROM enclosed with the Report. Section 14.8 lists the
references used in this chapter.

Major improvements to reporting on children’s services this year include:

. updated data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Child Care Survey
and the Australian Government’s Census of Child Care Services

« reporting on utilisation rates in centre-based long day care and family day care

. improvements to the comparability of data, for example, the reporting on
‘accredited child care services’ and ‘non-standard hours of care: child care
services’ is fully comparable.
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14.1 Profile of children’s services

Service overview

Children’s services are provided using a variety of service delivery types that can be
grouped into the following six broad categories:

Centre-based long day care — comprises services aimed primarily at 0-5 year olds,
provided in a centre, usually by a mix of qualified and other staff. Educational, care
and recreational programs are provided based on the developmental needs, interests
and experience of each child. In some jurisdictions, primary school children may
also receive care before and after school, and during school vacations. Centres
typically operate for at least eight hours per day on normal working days, for a
minimum of 48 weeks per year.

Family day care — comprises services provided in the carer’s home. The care is
largely aimed at 0-5 year olds, but primary school children may also receive care
before and after school, and during school vacations. Central coordination units in
all states and territories organise and support a network of carers, often with the
help of local governments.

Occasional care — comprises services usually provided at a centre on an hourly or
sessional basis for short periods or at irregular intervals for parents who need time
to attend appointments, take care of personal matters, undertake casual and part
time employment, study or have temporary respite from full time parenting. These
services provide developmental activities for children and are aimed primarily at 0-
5 year olds. Centres providing these services usually employ a mix of qualified and
other staff.

Preschool — comprises services usually provided by a qualified teacher on a
sessional basis in dedicated preschools. Preschool programs or curricula may also
be provided in long day care centres and other settings. These services are primarily
aimed at children in the year before they commence full time schooling, although
younger children may also attend in all jurisdictions except Victoria. In Victoria,
WA and Tasmania, the preschool program is known as kindergarten.

Outside school hours care — comprises services provided for school aged children
(5-12 year olds) outside school hours during term and vacations. Care may be
provided on student free days and when school finishes early.

Other services — comprise government funded services to support children with
additional needs or in particular situations (including children from an Indigenous
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or non-English speaking background, children with a disability or of parents with a
disability, and children living in regional and remote areas).

Roles and responsibilities

The Australian Government and the State/Territory governments have different, but
complementary, roles in supporting children’s services. Both levels of government
help fund services, provide information and advice to parents and service providers,
and help plan, set and maintain operating standards.

The Australian Government’s roles and responsibilities for child care include:

« paying Child Care Benefit to families using approved child care services or
registered informal carers

. funding the National Childcare Accreditation Council (NCAC) to administer
quality assurance systems for children’s services

« funding organisations to provide information, support and training to service
providers

« providing operational and capital funding to some providers.
State and Territory governments’ roles and responsibilities vary across jurisdictions.

Generally, State and Territory governments are responsible for preschool services.
Other roles and responsibilities may include:

« providing operational and capital funding to non-government service providers
« delivering some services directly (especially preschool services)

. developing new child care and preschool services

« licensing and setting standards for children’s services providers

« monitoring and resourcing licensed and/or funded children’s services providers

« providing information, support, training and development opportunities for
children’s services providers

« providing curriculum and policy support and advice, as well as training and
development for management and staff

« planning to ensure the appropriate mix of services is available to meet the needs
of the community

« providing information and advice to parents and others about operating
standards and the availability of services

« providing dispute resolution and complaints management processes.
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Quality of care

Governments seek to ensure that children’s services provide a satisfactory quality of
care, through:

« licensing, quality assurance, measuring performance against standards, and
outcomes linked to funding

« providing curriculum and policy support and advice
. training and development of management and staff.

Licensing

Providers of children’s services must meet legislative and regulatory requirements
regarding safety standards, staff qualifications, child/staff ratios, health and safety
requirements, and child development, in order to obtain a licence to operate. State
and Territory governments set the requirements, monitor performance and
administer licences.

The Australian, State and Territory governments have jointly developed national
standards for centre-based long day care, family day care and outside school hours
care services. These standards express a national view about the level of care all
Australians can expect from the different types of child care service available to
them. The extent of implementation of these standards vary across jurisdictions.

Quality assurance

The Australian Government has implemented quality assurance systems for
Australian Government funded centre-based long day care services, family day care
services and outside school hours care services. To be eligible for Child Care
Benefit and other funding support, child care services have to register and
satisfactorily participate in quality assurance. Quality assurance is designed to build
on, and complement, the State and Territory government licensing requirements
(where they exist).

The broad objective of the quality assurance systems is to ensure that children in
care have stimulating, positive experiences and interactions that nurture all aspects
of their development. The quality assurance systems do this by defining good
quality child care, providing a way to measure the quality of care provided by the
service and identifying areas for ongoing quality improvement. Services
participating in the quality assurance system are required to progress through the
five step process, outlined in figure 14.1.
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Figure 14.1 Accreditation process under National Childcare Accreditation

Council quality assurance systems

_—

1. Registration:

All childcare services

have to be registered

with NCAC to receive
Childcare Benefit.

5. Accreditation decision:

NCAC makes the
accreditation decision. To
be accredited a provider
must achieve a rating of
‘satisfactory’ or higher on
all quality areas.

NCAC monitors
performance (new self
assessment required

every 2.5 years).

2. Self assessment:

Each registered provider
assesses its own
performance against
requirements.

4. Moderation:

A moderator assesses the
provider’s practices, guided
by information from the self
assessment, the validator’s
report and completed
surveys.

A

3. Validation:

Providers are reviewed
by a third party
‘validator’, who reports
results to NCAC.

Source: adapted from NCAC (2004a, 2004b and 2005).

Funding performance standards and outcomes

State and Territory governments impose varying performance requirements for

funding children’s services. These requirements may include:

the employment of higher qualified staff than required by licensing or minimum

standards

self-assessment of quality
a demonstration of the delivery of quality educational and recreational programs.
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Funding

Total Australian, State and Territory government expenditure on children’s services
was approximately $2.68 billion in 2005-06, compared with $2.60 billion (in real
terms) in 2004-05 (tables 14A.4, 14A.5, 14A.29, 14.A.38, 14A.47, 14.A56, 14.A65,
14.A74, 14.A83, 14.A92).

Australian Government expenditure accounted for 75.4 per cent ($2.02 billion) of
total government expenditure on children’s services in 2005-06 (table 14A.4). State
and Territory government expenditure on children’s services in 2005-06 was
approximately $659.4 million (tables 14A.4, 14A.5, 14A.29, 14.A.38, 14.A47,
14.A56, 14.A65, 14.A74, 14.A83, 14.A92).

In the distribution of total State and Territory government expenditure across all
children’s service types, the provision of preschool services accounted for the
largest proportion (83.3 per cent, or $549.5 million) (table 14A.5).

The Australian Government provides supplementary funding to support the
participation of Indigenous children in preschool programs. In 2004, an estimated
$12.5 million was provided to education providers for 7729 full time equivalent
Indigenous preschool enrolments (DEST unpublished).

Size and scope

Child care services

The Australian Government supported 588 866 child care places in 2005 — an
increase of 4.8 per cent on the number in 2004. The majority of Australian
Government supported child care places were outside school hours care places
(44.4 per cent), followed by centre-based long day care places (42.0 per cent),
family day care places (12.8 per cent), occasional care places (0.5 per cent) and
other care places (0.3 per cent) (table 14A.8).

State and Territory governments supported at least 204 932 preschool places in
2005-06 (tables 14A.30, 14A.39, 14A.48, 14A.57, 14A.66, 14A.75, 14A.84 and
14A.93).

In 2005-06, over 111 413 children aged 12 years or younger attended State and
Territory government funded and/or provided child care and 788 904 children aged
12 years or younger attended Australian Government approved child care services
(tables 14A.10, 14A.31, 14A.40, 14A.49, 14A.58, 14A.67, 14A.76, 14A.85,
14A.94). Some children attend both Australian and State/Territory funded child care
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and some services receive funding from both Australian and State/Territory
governments.

Preschool services

Preschools provide a range of educational and developmental programs (generally
on a sessional basis) to children in the year immediately before they commence full
time schooling and also, in some jurisdictions, to younger children.

The age from which children may attend preschool varies across jurisdictions.
Victoria contributes funding towards a preschool program for all 4 year old
children, which is the year before they begin schooling. In all the other jurisdictions,
children may begin preschool at a younger age in some circumstances (for example,
Indigenous children, children with English as a second language, gifted children,
and children from vulnerable families).

This disparity in the age from which children may access preschool services reduces
the comparability of preschool data across jurisdictions. Preschool data are
presented for two categories to improve comparability:

« children attending preschool in the year immediately before they commence full
time schooling (data that are largely presented on a comparable basis for all
jurisdictions)

« younger children attending preschool services.

Approximately 243 557 children attended State and Territory funded and/or
provided preschool services in 2005-06. The majority (88.7 per cent, or
approximately 216 083 children) were to begin full time schooling the following
year (table 14A.11).

Services by management type

Children’s services are managed by the government (State, Territory and local),
community and private sectors. The management structure of services indicates the
involvement of these sectors in the direct delivery of children’s services. The
limited data on the management type of child care need to be interpreted with care
because the scope of data collection varies across jurisdictions. Available data on
the management type of preschool services, is more complete than that for child
care services, and indicate considerable variation across jurisdictions (table 14.1).
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Table 14.1 Proportion of State and Territory licensed and/or registered
children’s services, by management type, 2005-06 (per cent)a

NSW  VicP Qd WA SAC Tasd ACT NTE

Child care
Community managedf 30.5 37.6 35.9 20.0 40.2 51.3 84.1 73.8
Private9 66.4 48.2 60.7 76.2 34.9 24.2 15.9 26.2
Government managed 31 14.2 3.4 3.8 24.9 24.5 - -
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Preschool
Community managedf 89.8 74.9 23.2 na 4.9 na 9.2 2.7
Private9 10.2 7.9 22.2 na - 26.1 - na
Government managed na 17.1 54.6 100.0 95.1 73.9 92.0 97.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

& Includes all Australian, State and Territory government supported services. b Al government managed
preschools in Victoria are managed by local government. ¢ The majority of government managed services are
small occasional care programs attached to government preschools providing a total of 224 FTE places (FTE
equals 50 hours per week). d preschools include funded non-government preschools. € Preschool services
are provided by the Department of Education directly, but a range of management functions are devolved to
school councils and parent management committees. fCommunity managed services include not-for-profit
services provided or managed by parents, churches or co-operatives. 9 Private for-profit services provided or
managed by a company, private individual or non-government school. na Not available. — Nil or rounded to
zero.

Source: State and Territory governments (unpublished); tables 14A.34, 14A.43, 14A.52, 14A.61, 14A.70,
14A.79, 14A.88 and 14A.97.

14.2 Framework of performance indicators

The framework of performance indicators is based on common objectives for
children’s services endorsed by the then Community Services Ministers’ Advisory
Council (CSMAC)! (box 14.1). The relative emphasis placed on each objective
varies across jurisdictions.

1 Now known as the Community and Disability Services Ministers’ Advisory Council (CDSMAC).
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Box 14.1 Objectives for children’s services
Children’s services aim to:

e meet the care, education and development needs of children in a safe and nurturing
environment

« provide support for families in caring for their children

e provide these services in an equitable and efficient manner.

A performance indicator framework consistent with these objectives is summarised
in figure 14.2. The framework shows which data are provided on a comparable
basis in the 2007 Report. For data that are not considered directly comparable, the
text includes relevant caveats and supporting commentary. Chapter 1 discusses data
comparability from a Report-wide perspective (see section 1.6).
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Figure 14.2 Performance indicators for children’s services
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14.3 Key performance indicator results

Different delivery contexts, locations and types of client may affect the equity,
effectiveness and efficiency of children’s services. Some of the data available for
reporting in this chapter are not comparable across jurisdictions. Appendix A
contains contextual information, which may assist in interpreting the performance
indicators presented in this chapter. Definitions of key terms and indicators are in
section 14.6.

Outputs
Equity

Access — participation rates for special needs groups

‘Participation rates for special needs groups’ is an indicator of equitable access to
services (box 14.2).

Box 14.2  Participation rates for special needs groups

‘Participation rates for special needs groups’ is an output (equity — access) indicator of
governments’ objective to ensure that:

« all Australian families have equitable access to child care and preschool services
« there is no discrimination between groups

« there is consideration of the needs of those groups which may have special difficulty
accessing services.

This indicator is defined as the proportion of children using child care services who are
from targeted special needs groups, compared with the representation of these groups
in the community. Data are reported separately for child care and preschool services.
Targeted special needs groups include children from a non-English speaking
background, children from an Indigenous background, children from low income
families, children with a disability, and children from regional and remote areas.
‘Indigenous preschool enrolment rates’ are used as a proxy for ‘Indigenous preschool
attendance rates’ (see figure 14.3).

The representation of special needs groups among children’s services users being
broadly similar to their representation in the community, may suggest equity of access.

The data indicate that the representation of children in special needs groups among
users of Australian Government supported child care is sometimes substantially
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different across jurisdictions (table 14.2). It is important to note that due to the
unavailability of certain data items, the Australian Government data exclude
flexible and innovative services, which are targeted towards children from these
groups. At a national level, the patterns for children from special needs groups
were:

children from a non-English speaking background participated in child care at a
similar rate (10.7 per cent) to this group’s representation in the community
(11.2 per cent)

the representation of children from an Indigenous background among child care
users was lower (1.7 per cent) than this group’s overall representation in the
community (4.6 per cent)

children from low income families participated in child care at a slightly lower
rate (26.4 per cent) than this group’s representation in the community
(28.7 per cent)

the representation of children with a disability among child care users was lower
(2.7 per cent) than their overall representation in the community (7.7 per cent)

the proportion of children in regional areas attending child care was lower
(29.0 per cent) than the proportion of children who live in regional areas
(33.0 per cent)

the proportion of children in remote areas attending child care was lower
(1.0 per cent) than the proportion of children who live in remote areas
(3.1 per cent).
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Table 14.2 Proportion of children (aged 0-12 years) from special needs
groups attending Australian Government approved child care
services, 2006 (per cent)

Representation NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust
Children from non-English speaking backgrounds
In child care services 16.5 125 5.1 6.4 7.9 2.6 9.5 9.1 10.7
In the community@ 15.0 14.2 4.9 7.2 7.5 1.7 95 253 112
Indigenous children
In child care servicesP 15 0.7 2.1 2.1 2.0 1.0 0.7 113 1.7
In the community© 4.2 1.1 6.6 6.6 35 7.1 2.6 40.9 4.6

Children from low-income families
In child care servicesd 25.0 26.6 28.3 27.3 29.0 29.2 10.6 17.2 26.4

In the community® 286 270 296 314 290 388 121 306 287
Children with a disability

In child care services 3.2 2.4 2.2 2.5 3.8 2.3 1.9 4.2 2.7

In the community’ 80 68 76 89 88 62 75 np 717

Children from regional areas
In child care servicesP 254 257 36.2 193 183 994 01 793 29.0

In the community9 289 284 452 245 268 97.8 0.2 495 33.0
Children from remote areas

In child care servicesP 0.2 - 12 36 19 06 . 207 1.0

In the community h 0.8 0.1 4.5 8.7 4.6 2.2 .. 505 3.1

@ Data relate to children aged 0-12 years at June 2001, who spoke a language other than English at home,
and were obtained from the ABS 2001 Census of Population and Housing. b These numbers do not include
innovative or flexible services that receive direct funding from the Australian Government and are targeted
towards children from these groups. ¢ Data relate to children aged 0-12 years at June 2005 and were
obtained from ABS Experimental Indigenous population projections, low series. d Data relate to children in
child care services from families with a gross annual household income of less than $33 361 (the cut-off point
for receiving the maximum amount of child care benefits as at May 2006). € Data relate to children aged 0-12
years from families with a gross annual parental income of less than $31 755. The Family Tax Benefit and the
one-off payment to families, officially referred to as "Family Assistance Legislative Amendment (More help for
families — 'One-off' payments)"”, have been excluded from the calculation of parental income. The data were
obtained from the ABS 2003-04 Survey of Household Income and Housing. f Data are estimated from the
ABS 2003 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers and relate to children aged 0-12 years. Due to the small
sample size, data for NT are not published. 9 Data relate to children aged 0-12 years at June 2005 and were
obtained from the ABS Estimated resident population by Remoteness Area. The data include Inner Regional
Australia and Outer Regional Australia. Caution should be exercised with small proportions, as they are
generally less reliable than larger proportions. h Data relate to children aged 0-12 years at June 2005 and
were obtained from the ABS Estimated resident population by Remoteness Area. The data include Remote
Australia and Very Remote Australia. Caution should be exercised with small proportions, as they are
generally less reliable than larger proportions. .. Not applicable — Nil or rounded to zero. np Not published.

Source: AGCCCS (unpublished); ABS 2001 Census of Population and Housing (unpublished); ABS
Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 1991 to 2009 (cat.
no. 3238.0); ABS 2003-04 Survey of Household Income and Housing (unpublished); ABS 2003 Survey of
Disability, Ageing and Carers (unpublished); ABS Estimated Resident Population Collection (unpublished);
table 14A.20.
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Previous reports have compared the participation of special needs groups in
preschool with the representation of these groups in the community, for children
aged 0-12 years. While children aged 0-12 years is an appropriate comparator for
child care services (as they include Outside School Hours Care), a more appropriate
comparator for preschool services is the 3-5 years age group.

In this report, data on the representation of special needs groups for children aged
3-5 years in government funded preschools are provided in table 14.3. The data
provide a broad indication of the relative access to preschool for special needs
groups. Data on representation of special needs groups in State and Territory child
care and preschools, for children aged 0-12, can be found in attachment tables
14A.35, 14A.44, 14A.53, 14A.62, 14A.71, 14A.80, 14A.89 and 14A.98.

Nationally, the proportion of preschool attendees in 2005-06 who were from special
needs groups were generally similar to their representation in the community,
though some groups are over represented in some jurisdictions and under
represented in others.
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Table 14.3 Proportion of children (aged 3-5 years) from special needs
groups attending State and Territory funded or provided
preschools, 2005-06 (per cent)

Representation NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT  Aust
Children from non-English speaking backgrounds
In preschool services 8.2 133 2.8 na 9.4 na 15.1 na 7.0
In the community2 16.6 15.6 5.3 7.6 8.1 1.7 102 270 123
Indigenous children
In preschool servicesP 3.1 0.9 6.1 9.6 5.7 55 3.4 425 4.9
In the community® 4.2 1.1 6.6 6.7 3.6 6.9 27 418 4.7
Children with a disability
In preschool servicesd 65 102 20 28 154 na 43 84 64
In the community® 77 65 86 102 83 7.2 143 np 8.0

Children from regional areas
In preschool servicesP 326 31.7 507 233 293 982 0.2 452 37.2

In the communityf 283 278 446 245 265 975 0.2 492 325
Children from remote areas

In preschool servicesP 1.2 0.2 8.2 9.8 5.8 1.8 . 54.8 4.8

In the community9 0.9 0.1 4.8 9.1 4.6 25 .. 508 3.3

@ Data relate to children aged 3-5 years at June 2001, who spoke a language other than English at home,
and were obtained from the ABS 2001 Census of Population and Housing. b These numbers do not include
innovative or flexible services that receive direct funding from the Australian Government and are targeted
towards children from these groups. ¢ Data relate to children aged 3-5 years at June 2005 and were obtained
from ABS Experimental Indigenous population projections, low series. d pata are not directly comparable
between jurisdictions because there is no national definition or standard on children with a disability. € Data
are estimated from the ABS 2003 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers and relate to children
aged 3-5 years. Due to the small sample size, data for the NT are not published. f Data relate to children
aged 3-5 years at June 2005 and were obtained from the ABS Estimated resident population by Remoteness
Area. The data include Inner Regional Australia and Outer Regional Australia. Caution should be exercised
with small proportions, as they are generally less reliable than larger proportions. 9 Data relate to children
aged 3-5 years at June 2005 and were obtained from the ABS Estimated resident population by Remoteness
Area. The data include Remote Australia and Very Remote Australia. Caution should be exercised with small
proportions, as they are generally less reliable than larger proportions. .. Not applicable. na Not available. — Nil
or rounded to zero.

Source: State and Territory governments (unpublished); ABS 2001 Census of Population and Housing
(unpublished); ABS Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians,
1991 to 2009 (cat. no. 3238.0); ABS 2003 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers (unpublished); ABS
Estimated Resident Population Collection (unpublished).

Nationally, the proportion of preschool enrolments from Indigenous backgrounds
(4.9 per cent) largely reflects the proportion of the population from Indigenous
backgrounds (4.7 per cent) (figure 14.3).
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Figure 14.3 Proportion of preschool enrolments of Indigenous children,
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& Data relate to children aged 3-5 years at June 2005 and were obtained from ABS Experimental Indigenous
population projections, low series. b Data for the representation in preschool services are from State and
Territory enrolment data. € All Indigenous data relate to people who self-identify as being of Aboriginal and/or
Torres Strait Islander descent.

Source: ABS Experimental Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians,
1991 to 2009 (cat. no. 3238.0); State and Territory governments (unpublished).

Effectiveness

Service availability — proportion of children using child care services

An indicator of community access to child care services is the proportion of
children in the target population who use the services (box 14.3).

Box 14.3  Proportion of children using child care

‘Proportion of children using child care’ is an output (service availability) indicator of
governments’ objective to ensure that all Australian families have equitable access to
child care services.

This indicator is defined as the proportion of children using child care services in the
target age groups.

A higher proportion of children using the services may indicate a higher level of service
availability. This indicator does not provide information on parental preferences for
using child care or other factors, such as school starting age, which may impact on use
of care.
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Access to children’s services differs according to the service type. The workforce
and employment status of parents may influence children’s access to services.
Those services eligible for Child Care Benefit, for example, give a high priority to
children at risk and children of parents with work-related child care needs.
Occasional care services give priority to parents requiring care to meet other needs
(such as to attend appointments, take care of personal matters or have temporary
respite from full time parenting). Details of the labour force and employment status
of parents whose children use these services are shown in table 14A.15.

Table 14.4 shows the proportion of children in the relevant age groups attending
Australian, State and Territory government funded and/or provided child care.
Different data collection approaches and the exclusion of certain services funded by
some jurisdictions reduce the comparability of these data across jurisdictions.

Table 14.4  Proportion of children using Australian, State and Territory
government funded and/or provided child care, 2005-062 P

Age NSw¢ Vic Qld WA SAd Tas ACT NT Aust
0-5 years 52.0 29.1 42.8 26.6 35.5 37.6 41.9 24.3 40.1
6-12 years 13.3 14.0 18.0 9.0 23.5 14.3 22.5 14.3 14.9
0-12 years 30.9 20.8 29.0 16.8 28.8 24.6 31.3 19.1 26.2

& Australian Government data are estimated and weighted from the Australian Government Census of Child
Care Services (AGCCCS). In 2006, numbers are based on preliminary data and there may be changes to the
final data. P Population as at June 2006. © NSW data are not comparable with data for other states and
territories. 9 SA excludes children in non-government preschools.

Source: AGCCCS May 2006 (unpublished); State and Territory governments (unpublished); Australian Bureau
of Statistics (ABS) Australian Demographic Statistics (unpublished), Canberra; tables 14A.1, 14A.10, 14A.31,
14A.40, 14A.49, 14A.58, 14A.67, 14A.76, 14A.85 and 14A.94.

The majority of children attending Australian Government approved child care in
2006 (approximately 524 348, or 66.5 per cent) were aged 0-5 years (table 14A.10).
Nationally, 23 per cent of children aged 0-12 years attended Australian
Government approved child care services in 2006 (figure 14.4).

The average hours of attendance in child care in 2006 varied considerably across
jurisdictions, for all types of service. Nationally, average attendance per child at
centre-based long day care centres was 19.0 hours per week, while the average
attendance per child at family day care was 17.7 hours per week. The national
average attendance per child at occasional care was 10.3 hours per week and the
national average attendance at vacation care during school holidays was 2.5 days
per week (table 14A.9).
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Figure 14.4 Proportion of children aged 0-12 years using Australian

Government approved child carea b.c,d

12000 2002 72004 2006

1999

o ]
Feb e et
BRI RN

P T
e
(et

R R R R R R R R
A R
Eetbetetettbetete bttt b ettt

A ok
P e
B R

P e o e e e e
R

et
i

[ttt s st s e st
e o o
[etsbetetettibeteteitibet et bttt

R mr R
R e ]
[BEEE

D T P
P
R

40

1Uad lod

& Excludes children cared for in neighbourhood model services. b Data for, 1999, 2002, 2004 and 2006 are

drawn from the respective AGCCCS, while data for 2000 are drawn from Centrelink administrative data. The

AGCCCS and Centrelink data are not fully comparable and interpretation needs to be made with care. In
2006, AGCCCS numbers are based on preliminary data and there may be changes to the final data. ¢ Data

for WA exclude children attendin

otherwise be in child care. d

g Department of Education provided kindergartens for 4 year olds, who would

The Australian total includes children in other territories.
Source: AGCCCS May 1999, May 2002, March 2004 and May 2006 (unpublished); Centrelink administrative

Canberra;

ABS Australian Demographic Statistics (unpublished),

data August 2000 (unpublished);

table 14A.10.

Service availability — proportion of children enrolled in preschool

An indicator of community access to preschool services is the proportion of

children

in the target population who use the services (box 14.4).
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Box 14.4  Proportion of children enrolled in preschool

‘Proportion of children enrolled in preschool’ is an output (service availability) indicator
of governments’ objective to ensure that all Australian families have equitable access
to preschool services.

This indicator is defined as the proportion of children using preschool services in the
target age groups. Two measures are reported:

o the percentage of children attending preschool in the year before the
commencement of full-time schooling

« the percentage of younger children attending preschool.

A higher proportion of children using the services may indicate a higher level of service
availability. This indicator does not provide information on parental preferences for
using preschool or other factors, such as school starting age, which may impact on use
of preschool.

Nationally in 2005-06, 85.7 per cent of c