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By JAMIE KRONBORG I T ocal small farmers concerned by draft livestock proposals

AN Australian farming and
food organisation belicves the
enterprise of North East small
farmers free-ranging pigs and
poultry will beat risk unless the
Victorian government makes
radical changes to draft animal
industries planning controls.
‘The Australian Food Sov-
ereignty Alliance — which

represents about 250 small-
scale farmers — has this week
launched a petition to alert the
‘government to the effect of the
draft changes on farmers and
their communities.

Alliance president Tammi Jo-
nas, whoon Sunday and Monday
wasinthe North East where there.
is a growing number of small-

scale producers, told the Times-
Observer the government in
2015 had established an Animal
Industries Advisory Committee.

Ithadbeensetup o determine
how the state planning provi-
sions might, as the government
described the strategy, “better
support the establishment and
expansion of productive...

animal industries...balancing
environmental outcomes and
community expectations”.
Planning Minister Richard
Wynne has subsequently re-
leased a ‘Planning for sus-
tainable animal indusries”
discussion paper about the
draftrecommendations whichis
open for public comment until

November 14.

In contention is a proposal to
introduce a system of “gradu-
ated” planning controls.

“The draft graduated controls
don’t appear to reduce red tape
for small-scale commercial
farmers, nor homesteaders or
hobbyists, and yet they make
it easier than ever before to set
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up a 1000-cattle feedlot,” Ms
Jonas said.

“The proposed new controls
would mean that farms like
mine (at Eganstown near Day-
lesford) with 12 sows and two
boars — 50 about 100 pigs on 10
hectares of our 28-hectare farm
atany time — would have to ap-
ply for a permit just like those
with 1000 pigs in a shed.

= Continued page 2

igs, the ‘streamlined

application process’ would only

apply to fams with up to eight sows.

‘and one boar plus ‘only their progeny,

ruling out buying in new breeding

setback,” Ms Jonas said.

Farm plan changes worry
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Come and talk to

BY ANDREW MILLER

IRRIGATORS have urged
new Victorian opposition

| water spokesman Euroa MP
Steph Ryan to get out on the
road as soon as she can to
help her come to terms with
what one said was “a massive
portfolio”

Victorian Farmers Feder-
ation (VFF) Water council
chairman Richard Anderson
said he was surprised at what
appeared to be a sudden
change, with former spokes-

| man Peter Walsh taking
over the new Decentralisa-
tion portfolio.

“I always thought it was
that close to Walshy’s heart
that he would keep it as long
as he was in politics,” Mr An-
derson said. “People would
ask, ‘why now ?' because
water is a big portfolio.”

.. Mr Anderson said the
Murray Darling Basin Plan
was the key area Ms Ryan
needed to address. “She
needs to bring herself up to
speed with where we are,” he
said. “We want to keep pretty
positive pathways and lines
of communication open, in
terms of what’s good for Vic-
toria, so we can have those
| frank talks about what we
think is right and wrong.”
Loddon Valley irrigator
| Ken Pattison agreed the
| change caught him by sur-
prise. “Water and agriculture
were two of the plum jobs for
the deputy leader and oppo-
sition deputy leader and to
be throwing that over, to a
newcomer, seems to me that
Mr Walsh is trying to avoid
the mess he left, when they
went back into opposition,”
Mr Pattison said.
He said he wasn't “holding
| his breath” for the National
Party to deliver on resolving

some of the issues facing the
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NEW SPOKESWOMAN: New opposition Water spokeswoman Steph Ryan, Nationals

ors

Euroa MP, said she was surprised, but excited, at getting the role. PHOTO: Andrew Miller.

sector. “All politicians toe the
line, they all pat the same
puppies, they all run with the
mantra that the Basin Plan
has been agreed to by every-
body and it has to be deliv-
ered on time and on budget”

Central Goulburn Water
Services Committee (WSC)
chairman Peter Hacon said
he'd like to see Ms Ryan meet
with irrigators. “The biggest
threat is water leaving the ar-
ea, not only for irrigators, but
also for Goulburn-Murray
Water (GMW),” Mr Hacon
said. “Grassroots advice has
not been listened to - they've
run into trouble in the past
because they didn't listen
to us” He said water was
a “massive portfolio - it's
virtually impossible to learn
about it, straight up. If she
listens to the usual crew, she
is going to end up with the
usual problem; she needs to
broaden her horizons.”

VFF  Sunraysia Branch
water spokesman Bill Mc-
Clumpha said Ms Ryan’s
appointment was “a surprise
move by the Nats” “Mr
Walsh has been welded to
the water portfolio in gov-
ernment and in opposition

for decades and it is hard to
accept that he would let it go
without some pressing im-
perative.” He said the branch
was looking forward to ad-
vising Ms Ryan about some
of the ongoing issues, facing
irrigators in the north-west.
That included the election
of irrigators to the board of
Lower Murray Water, a move
he said was promised by Mr.
Walsh, when he was in oppo-
sition.

“The changes to the car-
ry over rules, following the
review, have burnt local irri-
gators, and those new rules
need to be overhauled,” Mr
McClumpha said.

He said he was concerned
Ms. Ryan's initial comments
indicated a “populist” ap-
proach to water policy,
“more so than the rigorous
and informed approach that
would be required should
she become the next water
minister”

He said it would be a
shame if Ms. Ryan persisted
in going down the easy road
of pointing the finger at wa-
ter reform and the Murray
Darling Basin Plan (MDBP)
as being the downfall of the

Goulburn Murray Irrigation
District (GMID) and the
dairy industry.

“It’s in everybody's inter-
ests that economic realities
aren't pushed to the side, like
they are by present state and
Federal incumbents. There
are other irrigators than
dairy farmers and other dis-
tricts than the GMID. Ms. Ry-
an must take that on board.”

Upper Goulburn River
Catchment Association
spokeswoman Jan Beer, Yea,
said Ms Ryan must stand up
and state the 450GL could
not be recovered, or de-
livered to South Australia,
without massive social and
economic impacts. “To
transfer another 450GL out
of the GMID and Southern
Connected system will de-
stroy these areas entirely.
The current Water minister,
Lisa Neville, knows and un-
derstands this only too well,”
Ms Beer said.

“Nor can that water be
delivered - it is technically
unachievable and as the
spring 2016 floods showed
would create millions of
dollars damage all down the
river systems.”
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WATER POLITICS:

ationals Euroa MP Steph Ryan has

stepped into the contentious water role.

Water and
politics good
mix for Ryan

THE first new Victorian co-
alition Water spokeswoman
- in government or opposi-
tion - for about 15 years has
said she was surprised about
being handed the role.

Buroa  Nationals MP
Stephanie Ryan said she was
also excited by the opportu-
nity to take over from long
standing opposition spokes-
man and former minister
Peter Walsh.

“Peter Walsh has obvious-
ly had the portfolio for close
to 15 years now and I think
he’d need a very compel-
ling reason to give it up,’ Ms
Ryan said. “He does realise
he has a lot of work to do in
the Decentralisation port-
folio, which has been new-
ly created.

Ms Ryan said she grew up
on an irrigated dairy farm, so
understood the importance
of how water was managed,
in northern Victoria.

“The politics of water was
the reason I got into parlia-
ment in the first place”” She
said her key challenge was
getting out and talking to
irrigators. “I have worked
in the water space but my
head hasn't been fully there
- I want to get out and hear
what people have to tell me,”

Ms Ryan said.

Victoria needed to contin- |
ue making the case around |
the socio-economic impacts
of losing the 450 Gigalitres
(GL) of upwater. “1 don’t
think the Southern Basin,
and northern Victoria, can
afford to lose more water,
she said. “The impact of that
is devastating, not just on the
social fabric of the commu-
nity, but also those irrigators
who remain with a bigger
cost burden of running
the system. .

“I will be very focussed
on that and making sure the
Victorian government is ar-
guing that case and interests
of Victorian irrigators are
defended, as the Basin Plan
progresses.”

Ms Ryan said she was
aware of balancing compet-
ing demands, from irrigators
across Victoria. “Thankfully
1 only have to balance the
needs of Victoria. Someone
once told me that if you
make everybody a little bit
unhappy you have generally
achieved the right balance. If
someone is really happy, and
someone is very unhappy,
then typically speaking the
balance is wrong”’

— ANDREW MILLER

e




image4.jpeg
+

THE AGE _TUESDAY. OCTOBER 3. 2017

Fee-gouging fears over land registry

Noel Towell
Benjamin Preiss

Fees for basic real estate transac-
tions could skyrocket if the state gov-
ernment goes ahead with plans to
lease the land titles registry, an ex-
pert has warned.

The Andrews government is as-
sessing a proposal to lease out Land
Use Victoria, the government agency
that keeps records of land owner-
ship, in a deal that could see up to
$2 billion flow into the state’s coffers.

But former state: r-general
Keith Clifford Bell told Fairfax Media
he had a “hell of a lot” of concerns
about a private sector player taking
over the registry. He said private op-
erators had hit consumers with fee
increases of more than 300 per cent
after similar deals overseas.

But he said Australian govern-

ments, hunigry for short-term cash,
continue to misrepresent, the evid-
ence that private lease deals were
good for consumers.

The government, which flagged in
its May budget the possibility of a
‘private sector deal for Land Use Vic-
toria, said it was examining the pro-
‘posal 5o that it could learn from the
experiences of similar deals.

‘At his May budget press confer-
ence, Treasurer Tim Pallas said the
state government was “committedto
the idea of asset recycling”.

“We'llstart the work of looking at
the processes of how we might better
commercialise the value and the as-
set that is the land titles office. Cer-
tainly we've seen in NSW a commer-
cialisation of the land titles office
which has returned $26 billion to
that state,” Mr Pallas said.

‘The long-term lease of the NSW

titles registry proved highly contro-
versial, sparking a backlash from
sections of the property sector:

Dr Clifford Bell, who served as
surveyor-general from 1999 to 2008,
said he shared the concerns of some
opponents of the proposal that sens-
itive information held by a private
firm might fall into the wrong hands.

But the former surveyor-general,
who now works at the World Bank,
said his worries did not end there.

He said gouging of consumers was
a real concern, with transaction
prices increasing more than 300 per
cent in two Canadian provinces that
reached private lease deals similar to
the one proposed in Victoria.

“That has most definitely hap-
pened in Canada - both Ontario and
Manitoba_provinces,” Dr Clifford
Bell said. He said there was a lot of
evidence emerging that the taxpay-

ers of NSW had been short-changed
by their government when it leased
out ts land registry operation.

“The real return to the state
through the [public-private partner-
ship] versus what would have been
realised over 85 years was not
‘provided for public scrutiny,” Dr CIif-
ford Bell said.

“Media has reported ‘insider’
views that the sale was a bargain and
the real upfront payment_should
have been $3 billion to $4 bllion.

dollars’ profit that would be made by
the private investor:”

Dr Clifford Bell said he believed
the NSW government, fixated on a
short-term cash injection, overrode

to the deal.

[Public-Private Partnership] and
proceed,” he said.

“The NSW PPP is held to be a
great success by both the Victorian
and South Australian governments.”

The NSW government declined a
request on Monday to respond to Dr
Clifford Bells criticism.

A spokesman for the Andrews
government_insisted the lessons
from around the world and from oth-
er states would be heeded before a
decision was made about the future
of Land Use Victoria.

“We are undertaking a scoping
study to ensure we learn from the
experiences of past transactions in
other jurisdictions, and that appro-
priate safoguards are in place to best
protect the interests of Victorians,”
the said.

“The government chose to ignore
‘widespread public opposition to the

The study is expected to be com-
plete by the end of the year.
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The Victorian Government is overhauling Victoria’s agricultural planning rules with a suite of
proposed reforms that strike the balance between delivering for farmers and meeting community
expectations.

The proposed changes will simplify planning requirements for animal based farming and will
improve the consistency of how the rules are applied. The reforms aim to make the land use
planning process clearer for farmers, councils and the community.

This work delivers on key actions under Elanning for Sustainable Animal Industries, the Victorian
Government’s response to the 2016 Animal Industries Advisory Committee report.
—

A two month consultation period begins today seeking feedback on proposed new land use terms
and definitions, graduated planning controls and guidance to help improve the quality of planning
applications and permit conditions

The reforms have been developed with significant input from a reference group comprising key
industry sectors, local government and community members.

The changes inciude new land use terms and definitions that will reduce regulation for farmers
with grazing animals and small-scale pig and poultry farms that are low risk.
~

Benefits for farmers include greater certainty due to clearer land use definitions and planning
controls, more flexibility to supplementary feed their livestock without the need for a planning
permit, and permit exemptions for small scale pig and poultry producers.

Further opportunities to simplify planning requirements for low risk farming will be explored in
2018 and 2019 as part of the ongoing Planning for Sustainable Animal Industries initiative.

To facilitate feedback during the consultation period, several information sessions will be held
across the state and public responses can be submitted until Tuesday 14 November 2017.

To find out more about the planning reforms, including the timing and location of information
sessions, go to agriculture.vic.gov.au/planning-animal-industries

http://www.vic.gov.au/news/planning-for-sustainable-animal... 16/10/2017




