	
	


	
	



B
Detailed data on VET activity

B.

 SEQ Heading2 1
Dimensions of training output

As discussed in chapter 2, although the Vocational Education and Training (VET) sector can be defined in a number of ways, Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) are the focus of analysis in this report. This appendix, as far as available data permit, contains estimates of the size and characteristics of RTO activity.

However, as is also acknowledged in chapter 2, education and training that is vocational in nature occurs outside RTOs. To put the data on RTO activity presented in section B.2 into perspective, estimates of total VET activity are presented, following an examination of RTO numbers.
RTO numbers

RTOs range from large, multi-campus Technical and Further Education Institutes (TAFEs) to small niche private providers, and include enterprise training functions, not‑for‑profit adult community education providers, schools and higher education institutions. In all, the National Training Information Service (NTIS), managed by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR), reports data for 14 categories of RTOs. Data held on the NTIS are reported by the state and territory bodies responsible for registering training organisations.

According to the NTIS, at August 2010, there were 4998 RTOs in Australia (table 
B.1). Of these, three‑quarters were private training providers.

Table B.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 1
Registered training organisations on the National Training Information Service, August 2010

	
	         RTOs

	
	no.
	%

	Higher education
	12
	0.2

	University — government 
	11
	0.2

	University — non-government Catholic 
	1
	0.0

	Traditional VET providers
	4326
	86.6

	TAFE and other Government providers
	171
	3.4

	Technical and Further Education institute
	59
	1.2

	Enterprise — Government 
	112
	2.2

	Community-based adult education providers
	423
	8.5

	Private training providers
	3732
	74.7

	Education/training business or centre: Privately operated 
registered training organisation 
	3147
	63.0

	Enterprise — non-Government 
	211
	4.2

	Equipment and/or product manufacturer or supplier 
	5
	0.1

	Industry association 
	332
	6.6

	Professional association 
	37
	0.7

	Schools
	568
	11.4

	School — Australian Technical College 
	5
	0.1

	School — Catholic 
	105
	2.1

	School — Government 
	345
	6.9

	School — Independent 
	113
	2.3

	Other — not elsewhere classified 
	92
	1.8

	Total
	4998
	100.0


Source: Unpublished data from the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR).

The National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER) reports data for four summary categories of provider which, together, comprise all RTOs identified by NTIS (table 
B.2). However, the NCVER collections do not include the fee‑for‑service training activity of privately-owned RTOs.

Table B.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 2
Mapping of NTIS RTO types into NCVER provider types

	NTIS RTO type
	NCVER provider type

	University — Government 
	TAFE and other government providers

	University — Non-Government Catholic 
	Other registered provider

	Technical and Further Education institute 
	TAFE and other government providers

	Enterprise — Government 
	TAFE and other government providers

	Community-based adult education provider 
	Community education provider

	Education/training business or centre: Privately operated registered training organisation 
	Other registered provider

	Enterprise — Non-government 
	Other registered provider

	Equipment and/or product manufacturer or supplier 
	Other registered provider

	Industry association 
	Other registered provider

	Professional association 
	Other registered provider

	School — Australian Technical College 
	Other registered provider

	School — Catholic 
	Other registered provider

	School — Government 
	Other registered provider

	School — Independent 
	Other registered provider

	Other — not elsewhere classified 
	Other registered provider


Source: NCVER 2009a; Foley, P., NCVER, pers. comm., 26 August 2010.

Estimates of VET activity

There are a number of sources of information on VET activity in Australia. The two key sources are administrative data collected annually from states and territories by the NCVER, and the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Survey of Education and Training (SET) which is run every four years and based on a sample of households. Activity data are also collected in irregular surveys by bodies like the Australian Council for Private Education and Training (ACPET) and the Enterprise Registered Training Organisation Association (ERTOA).

Summary estimates of activity from these sources are presented in table 
B.3. No single data source is perfect. SET estimates reflect both RTO and non‑RTO activity. The NCVER data cover only some RTO activity, excluding fee‑for‑service delivery by private RTOs. The attachment at the back of this appendix provides some further information on SET and NCVER data. The ACPET data cover all private RTO activity, but reflect activity at only one point in time (box 
B.1). The ERTOA data (not tabulated) are presented in terms of the number of qualifications completed by ERTO students in 2008 — an estimated 90 000.

Table B.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 3
Estimates of total VET activity, 2008a
	
	Students
	Course enrolments
	Contact hours

	SET estimates
	‘000
	‘000
	million

	Formal learning
	1 355
	1 515
	178.9

	Non‑formal learning
	3 040
	5 599
	122.8

	Total
	nab
	7 114
	301.7

	NCVER figuresc
	1 670
	2 031
	409.2

	ACPET estimatesd
	1 440
	na
	na


a Estimates for non‑formal learning relate to the 12 months prior to SET09, that is, March to July 2009, depending on when a survey participant was interviewed. b Some people undertake both formal and non‑formal learning in a year. The total number of VET students will, therefore, be less than the sum of each student type. c Data only include activity in the publicly‑funded VET sector. d Full-time equivalent number of students enrolled at the point of the survey (May–June 2010). na Not available.
Source: Unpublished data from the 2005 and 2009 ABS Surveys of Education and Training; NCVER, 2009, Students and Outcomes 2008, NCVER, Adelaide; ACPET 2010a, Education Industry Survey (unpublished).

Within the SET data, TAFEs accounted for an estimated 20 per cent of total enrolments, and private providers (but not necessarily RTOs) for about 43 per cent (data not shown). Training provided within firms (almost certainly by TAFEs and other RTOs in some instances) accounted for about one‑third of enrolments.

	Box B.

 SEQ Box \* ARABIC 1
ACPET estimates of private provider activity

	In May and June 2010, consulting firm WHK Horwath undertook a survey of private Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) on behalf of the Australian Council for Private Education and Training (ACPET 2010a). Data were collected on: revenue by source; equivalent full‑time (EFT) staff employed at the survey date; and equivalent full‑time students at the time of the survey, by qualification level and industry area of delivery.

The survey yielded an estimate of 1.44 million EFT students enrolled with private RTOs at the time of the survey (plus or minus 372 000). Many students study part-time, so that the ACPET estimate would translate into an actual student count significantly higher than 1.44 million.

The ACPET survey was based on a small sample of private RTOs (497 in total, representing a response rate of 12 per cent). Because of this, as acknowledged by ACPET, the reliability of the population estimates is not high, and ACPET recommends caution when analysing the results.

ACPET has indicated a willingness to cooperate with any government-initiated efforts to pursue more robust data collection on the delivery effort of private RTOs, especially where fee‑for‑service delivery is concerned. As a first step, this organisation formally endorsed the survey of VET sector employers and employees that was conducted by DEEWR in September 2010 (data from which have been used in this study). 

	Source: Vivekanandan, B., ACPET, Melbourne, pers. comm., 15 November 2010.

	

	


NCVER data have the advantage of having been collected on a reasonably consistent basis over many years, thus allowing trends in delivery to be examined in a number of dimensions. As noted above, however, they have a key gap concerning fee‑for‑service delivery by private providers. The Commission estimates that the NCVER data capture at least 70 per cent of RTO activity.
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Diversity of the sector

Data on the size and characteristics of activity in the publicly‑funded VET sector are presented in the following tables.

Table B.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 4
Students, course enrolments and hours of delivery by provider type, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

	 
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–2009

	
Students 
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	Growth in students%

	TAFE and other govt. providers
	1329.1
	1304.8
	1328.4
	1308.5
	1268.4
	1267.2
	1325.1
	1312.8
	1279.8
	1312.3
	-1.3

	Community education providers
	227.8
	229.5
	208.8
	244.3
	171.4
	199.7
	164.8
	164.7
	156.3
	151.9
	-33.3

	Other registered providers
	164.5
	160.0
	158.2
	167.6
	160.5
	177.5
	179.6
	179.6
	204.0
	230.2
	39.9

	Students at various providers
	–
	–
	–
	7.2
	6.1
	6.4
	6.5
	7.9
	10.3
	12.3
	

	Total (students)
	1721.4
	1694.4
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1696.5
	1707.0
	-0.8

	
Course enrolments
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	Growth in enrol’s %

	TAFE and other govt. providers
	1679.1
	1670.8
	1685.7
	1677.5
	1623.2
	1629.2
	1709.4
	1708.4
	1720.1
	1691.8
	0.8

	Community education providers
	182.1
	168.9
	143.4
	185.1
	120.5
	81.3
	83.8
	92.6
	87.2
	93.0
	-48.9

	Other registered providers
	174.9
	163.0
	166.4
	187.4
	179.3
	189.6
	195.6
	192.8
	223.7
	259.9
	48.6

	Total (course enrolments)
	2036.0
	2002.7
	1995.5
	2050.1
	1923.0
	1900.0
	1988.8
	1993.8
	2031.0
	2044.7
	0.4

	
Hours of delivery
	million
	million
	million
	million
	million
	million
	million
	million
	million
	million
	Growth in 
hours %

	TAFE and other govt. providers
	269.1
	295.2
	303.3
	307.7
	301.2
	309.6
	318.4
	333.1
	345.1
	368.2
	36.8

	Community education providers
	12.4
	12.7
	14.3
	15.6
	12.8
	14.7
	14.6
	17.6
	17.3
	18.4
	48.3

	Other registered providers
	30.8
	33.7
	31.4
	33.3
	33.1
	37.7
	39.1
	39.3
	46.9
	52.4
	70.1

	Total (hours of delivery)
	312.3
	341.7
	349.0
	356.6
	347.1
	362.0
	372.1
	390.1
	409.2
	438.9
	40.5


– negligible.

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010). 

Table B.
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Students, course enrolments and hours of delivery by provider type, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

Per cent

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Students 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TAFE and other govt. providers
	77.2
	77.0
	78.4
	75.7
	79.0
	76.8
	79.1
	78.8
	78.2
	76.9

	Community education providers
	13.2
	13.5
	12.3
	14.1
	10.7
	12.1
	9.8
	9.9
	9.2
	8.9

	Other registered providers
	9.6
	9.4
	9.3
	9.7
	10.0
	10.8
	10.7
	10.8
	12.0
	13.5

	Students at various providers
	–
	–
	–
	0.4
	0.4
	0.4
	0.4
	0.5
	0.6
	0.7

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Course enrolments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TAFE and other govt. providers
	82.5
	83.4
	84.5
	81.8
	84.4
	85.7
	86.0
	85.7
	84.7
	82.7

	Community education providers
	8.9
	8.4
	7.2
	9.0
	6.3
	4.3
	4.2
	4.6
	4.3
	4.5

	Other registered providers
	8.6
	8.1
	8.3
	9.1
	9.3
	10.0
	9.8
	9.7
	11.0
	12.7

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Hours of delivery
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TAFE and other govt. providers
	86.2
	86.4
	86.9
	86.3
	86.8
	85.5
	85.6
	85.4
	84.3
	83.9

	Community education providers
	4.0
	3.7
	4.1
	4.4
	3.7
	4.0
	3.9
	4.5
	4.2
	4.2

	Other registered providers
	9.9
	9.9
	9.0
	9.3
	9.5
	10.4
	10.5
	10.1
	11.5
	11.9

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


– negligible.

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Jurisdictional differences in hours delivered by private providers, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

Per cent

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Share of total national hours delivered by private providers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New South Wales
	28.0
	22.2
	18.1
	16.2
	19.7
	25.7
	24.1
	24.0
	23.2
	18.7

	Victoria
	33.1
	29.9
	34.3
	30.0
	30.1
	27.0
	27.7
	29.3
	27.9
	23.4

	Queensland
	13.9
	24.8
	26.5
	23.6
	17.4
	16.6
	17.9
	17.5
	20.2
	24.8

	South Australia
	14.4
	14.7
	13.0
	10.5
	10.2
	10.3
	9.2
	10.9
	10.8
	12.1

	Western Australia
	na
	na
	na
	11.3
	12.7
	12.0
	11.4
	9.1
	9.1
	12.1

	Tasmania
	2.7
	2.6
	2.9
	3.9
	3.4
	2.8
	2.8
	3.2
	3.5
	3.5

	Northern Territory
	4.1
	3.3
	3.0
	2.6
	2.7
	2.9
	2.8
	2.7
	2.5
	2.7

	ACT
	3.8
	2.4
	2.1
	2.0
	3.8
	2.8
	4.0
	3.5
	2.9
	2.9

	Australia
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Share of government‑funded hours delivered in each jurisdiction by private providers
	
	
	
	

	New South Wales
	8.5
	6.9
	5.2
	4.9
	6.3
	8.4
	8.3
	8.1
	9.1
	7.9

	Victoria
	13.0
	12.6
	13.0
	12.4
	12.4
	12.8
	13.2
	12.9
	14.1
	12.3

	Queensland
	11.4
	18.3
	18.3
	17.1
	13.5
	13.6
	14.3
	14.1
	18.5
	23.7

	South Australia
	21.9
	23.4
	20.5
	18.7
	17.5
	19.6
	18.7
	20.0
	24.0
	26.8

	Western Australia
	na
	na
	na
	12.4
	13.7
	14.4
	13.9
	10.6
	12.0
	15.8

	Tasmania
	16.6
	16.8
	16.4
	20.9
	17.9
	16.7
	16.8
	17.7
	21.4
	24.4

	Northern Territory
	31.7
	28.0
	23.9
	23.2
	24.2
	28.5
	28.2
	27.4
	29.7
	34.0

	ACT
	21.5
	15.2
	12.4
	12.0
	21.1
	19.1
	26.7
	24.4
	24.8
	24.5

	Australia
	11.1
	11.3
	10.4
	11.0
	11.3
	12.3
	12.5
	12.1
	13.9
	14.6


na not available

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 7 October 2010). 
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Students, course enrolments and hours of delivery by qualification level, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–2009

	
Students
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in students %

	AQF qual. level (major course)a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Diploma or higher
	11.5
	11.8
	11.6
	10.9
	11.0
	10.5
	10.0
	10.0
	10.1
	11.7
	1.0

	Certificate IV
	10.0
	11.2
	11.4
	11.5
	11.8
	10.9
	10.6
	11.3
	11.2
	12.8
	26.7

	Certificate III
	20.1
	22.0
	22.5
	23.2
	25.4
	26.5
	27.7
	28.6
	30.6
	30.8
	52.0

	Certificate II
	16.6
	17.4
	17.0
	15.4
	15.5
	15.1
	17.5
	16.9
	16.9
	17.3
	3.3

	Certificate I
	4.6
	4.8
	5.3
	5.2
	5.3
	5.9
	5.9
	6.0
	5.4
	5.3
	12.8

	Non AQF qualificationb
	37.1
	32.9
	32.1
	33.9
	31.0
	31.2
	28.4
	27.1
	25.8
	22.1
	-41.1

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total students (’000)
	1721.4
	1694.4
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7
	-0.9

	
Course enrolments
	
%
	
%
	
%
	
%
	
%
	
%
	
%
	
%
	
%
	
%
	Growth in enrol’s %

	AQF qual. level (course)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Diploma or higher
	10.8
	11.2
	11.0
	10.3
	10.2
	10.1
	9.5
	9.3
	9.5
	10.9
	1.7

	Certificate IV
	9.8
	11.0
	11.3
	11.3
	11.5
	11.0
	10.4
	11.1
	10.9
	12.4
	27.0

	Certificate III
	19.4
	21.2
	21.8
	22.4
	24.2
	26.1
	26.4
	27.2
	29.0
	29.2
	51.2

	Certificate II
	17.5
	18.6
	18.3
	16.3
	16.3
	16.3
	18.0
	17.5
	17.8
	18.3
	4.7

	Certificate I
	5.8
	6.2
	6.9
	6.8
	7.0
	8.0
	7.4
	7.8
	7.1
	6.7
	16.1

	Non AQF qualificationb
	36.7
	31.8
	30.6
	32.9
	30.8
	28.4
	28.3
	27.2
	25.7
	22.6
	-38.3

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total course enrolments (’000)
	2036.0
	2002.7
	1995.5
	2050.1
	1923.0
	1900.0
	1988.8
	1993.8
	2031.0
	2044.7
	0.4


(Continued next page)

Table B.7 (continued)
	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–2009

	
Hours of delivery
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in hours %

	AQF qual. level (course)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Diploma or higher
	21.3
	20.7
	21.4
	21.0
	20.6
	19.9
	19.4
	18.9
	18.9
	20.3
	34.1

	Certificate IV
	12.6
	14.1
	14.8
	15.3
	15.5
	14.8
	15.0
	15.3
	14.8
	16.5
	84.1

	Certificate III
	26.4
	27.1
	27.5
	29.5
	31.1
	31.9
	33.3
	34.1
	35.6
	35.2
	87.3

	Certificate II
	18.6
	18.4
	17.0
	15.2
	14.3
	13.7
	13.5
	13.3
	13.2
	12.9
	-2.4

	Certificate I
	5.8
	5.5
	5.9
	5.7
	5.6
	5.9
	5.5
	5.7
	5.2
	4.8
	15.3

	Non AQF qualificationb
	15.3
	14.3
	13.3
	13.3
	12.9
	13.7
	13.3
	12.6
	12.2
	10.4
	-5.1

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total hours of delivery (’000)
	267.1
	341.7
	349.0
	356.6
	347.1
	362.0
	372.1
	390.1
	409.2
	438.9
	40.5


a The AQF level of study reflects the highest qualification level (major course) attempted by a student in a year. b Non‑AQF qualification includes: secondary education; non‑award courses; other education (Statements of Attainment, bridging and enabling courses and courses not elsewhere classified), and subjects only — no qualification (except for course enrolments and qualification completions).

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Students by field of education, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2002 to 2009

	
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2002–2009

	
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in students %

	Field of education (major course)a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Natural and physical sciences
	0.5
	0.4
	0.4
	0.3
	0.3
	0.4
	0.4
	0.4
	-24.2

	Information technology
	4.9
	4.2
	3.9
	3.5
	3.4
	2.2
	1.9
	1.9
	-59.7

	Engineering and related technologies
	15.9
	15.1
	16.1
	16.0
	17.0
	16.7
	16.6
	16.6
	5.3

	Architecture and building
	5.4
	5.8
	6.3
	6.3
	6.7
	6.7
	7.1
	7.4
	38.9

	Agriculture, environmental and related studies
	5.6
	4.8
	4.9
	4.9
	4.6
	4.2
	4.2
	4.2
	-25.5

	Health
	5.2
	6.0
	5.1
	4.7
	4.8
	5.1
	4.7
	5.2
	0.9

	Education
	3.3
	3.4
	3.2
	2.9
	2.8
	3.1
	2.9
	3.4
	2.2

	Management and commerce
	21.8
	21.4
	20.7
	19.1
	19.4
	20.3
	20.3
	19.2
	-11.0

	Society and culture
	10.0
	10.7
	10.2
	9.9
	10.2
	9.7
	10.4
	10.3
	4.3

	Creative arts
	3.5
	3.5
	3.0
	2.7
	2.6
	2.6
	2.6
	2.9
	-16.7

	Food, hospitality and personal services
	8.3
	9.2
	9.5
	9.2
	9.9
	10.2
	10.7
	10.7
	29.6

	Mixed field programmes
	9.7
	9.7
	12.0
	11.8
	12.0
	11.9
	11.4
	11.4
	18.0

	Subject only — no field of education
	5.9
	5.8
	4.7
	8.6
	6.3
	6.8
	6.8
	6.3
	6.9

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total students (’000)
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7
	0.7


a Field of study reflects that of the highest qualification level (major course) attempted by a student in a year.

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 9
Course enrolments by field of education, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2002 to 2009

	
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2002–2009

	
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in enrol’s %

	Field of education (course)a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Natural and physical sciences
	0.6
	0.4
	0.4
	0.4
	0.3
	0.3
	0.4
	0.4
	-33.6

	Information technology
	5.4
	4.7
	4.2
	3.9
	3.5
	2.3
	2.1
	2.0
	-61.3

	Engineering and related technologies
	16.2
	15.4
	16.1
	16.5
	17.1
	16.8
	16.8
	16.4
	3.9

	Architecture and building
	5.4
	5.7
	6.1
	6.4
	6.6
	6.7
	7.0
	7.4
	42.0

	Agriculture, environmental and related studies
	5.7
	4.9
	5.0
	5.3
	4.7
	4.4
	4.3
	4.3
	-23.2

	Health
	5.5
	6.6
	5.6
	5.7
	5.5
	5.7
	5.1
	5.4
	0.2

	Education
	3.2
	3.2
	3.1
	3.0
	2.8
	3.1
	2.9
	3.4
	7.4

	Management and commerce
	22.8
	22.3
	21.3
	20.3
	20.1
	20.8
	20.8
	19.5
	-12.6

	Society and culture
	10.4
	11.1
	10.4
	10.3
	10.3
	9.7
	10.3
	10.2
	1.3

	Creative arts
	3.4
	3.4
	3.0
	2.8
	2.6
	2.6
	2.6
	2.9
	-12.4

	Food, hospitality and personal services
	8.5
	9.5
	9.7
	9.7
	10.1
	10.3
	10.8
	10.8
	30.4

	Mixed field programmes
	13.0
	12.9
	15.1
	15.8
	16.4
	17.4
	17.0
	17.3
	36.5

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total course enrolments (’000)
	1995.5
	2050.1
	1923.0
	1900.0
	1988.8
	1993.8
	2031.0
	2044.7
	2.5


Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Hours of delivery by field of education, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2002 to 2009

	
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2002–2009

	
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in hours %

	Field of education (subject)a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Natural and physical sciences
	3.1
	3.2
	2.8
	2.6
	2.5
	2.3
	2.1
	2.0
	-18.4

	Information technology
	4.6
	4.2
	3.5
	3.0
	2.8
	2.5
	2.4
	2.5
	-32.4

	Engineering and related technologies
	14.0
	14.4
	14.5
	15.0
	15.6
	15.5
	15.6
	14.6
	30.8

	Architecture and building
	4.5
	4.6
	5.0
	5.1
	5.2
	5.5
	5.7
	5.8
	61.8

	Agriculture, environmental and related studies
	2.9
	2.8
	2.9
	3.1
	2.9
	2.7
	2.7
	2.7
	15.4

	Health
	5.0
	5.5
	5.7
	6.1
	6.5
	7.4
	7.7
	8.4
	113.4

	Education
	2.3
	2.2
	1.9
	2.0
	1.8
	1.9
	1.9
	2.1
	11.1

	Management and commerce
	24.4
	24.1
	23.9
	23.0
	22.5
	22.5
	22.6
	22.0
	13.2

	Society and culture
	12.7
	12.8
	12.9
	13.2
	13.5
	11.6
	11.0
	11.4
	12.9

	Creative arts
	6.0
	5.8
	5.5
	5.4
	5.1
	5.0
	4.7
	4.8
	0.2

	Food, hospitality and personal services
	5.5
	5.3
	5.5
	5.6
	5.8
	5.9
	6.0
	5.9
	37.0

	Mixed field programmes
	14.9
	15.1
	16.0
	15.9
	15.8
	17.2
	17.4
	17.8
	50.1

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total hours of delivery (million)
	349.0
	356.6
	347.1
	362.0
	372.1
	390.1
	409.2
	438.9
	25.7


Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Apprentices and trainees undertaking off‑the‑job training, 2003 to 2009

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2009

	
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	’000
	% of students

	Apprentice/trainee status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apprentices and trainees undertaking off‑the‑job traininga
	255.4
	247.6
	299.7
	320
	333.7
	355.7
	345.8
	20.3

	Not apprentices and trainees
	1472.2
	1358.8
	1351.0
	1356.0
	1331.3
	1344.0
	1360.9
	79.7

	Total students (publicly‑funded 
VET sector)
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676
	1665
	1699.7
	1706.7
	100.0


a Apprentices and trainees enrolled in off‑the‑job training — training that occurs somewhere other than a person’s work location, or in a special training facility at their place of employment.

Source: NCVER various issues, Students and Courses, NCVER, Adelaide.

Table B.
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VET‑in‑Schools students and 15 to 19 year old VET students, 2006 to 2008

	 
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2008 
	2007–08

	
	’000
	’000
	’000
	% share of total
	Growth in
students %

	School-based apprentices and traineesa, b
	12.9
	15.0
	25.7
	11.7
	71.9

	Other VET‑in‑Schools program studentsb
	158.7
	159.8
	194.2
	88.3
	21.5

	Total VET‑in‑Schoolsb
	171.7
	174.8
	220.0
	100.0
	25.8

	VET students aged 15–19 yearsc
	427.9
	433.2
	443.6
	
	2.4


a School-based apprentices and trainees include students who undertook at least one module/unit of competency in a school based apprenticeship or traineeship. b The large increase in the number of VET‑in‑Schools students between 2007 and 2008 can be partly attributed to the introduction of reporting requirements for the Queensland Certificate of Education. This entails all students in Queensland to be identified by a Learner Unique Identifier. As a result, the identification of school-based training activity is now considerably easier, as both RTOs and students are more aware and accountable for the reporting of training activity. c VET students aged 15–19 years comprises all 15 to 19-year-old students (which includes publicly funded and fee-for-service students) enrolled at TAFE, other government providers and community providers, as well as publicly funded VET students enrolled at private providers. That is, publicly funded VET students aged 15 to 19 years, as reported in the Students and Courses publication.

Source: NCVER 2010, VET in Schools 2008, NCVER, Adelaide, pp. 7 and 12.
Table B.
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Students and hours of delivery by major funding source, publicly‑funded VET sector, 
2000 to 2009

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–2009

	
Students
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in students %

	Major funding sourcea
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commonwealth and state funding
	75.9
	77.3
	75.3
	73.3
	72.4
	73.7
	74.5
	74.7
	73.8
	74.7
	-2.4

	Domestic full-fee paying
	23.0
	21.5
	23.4
	25.4
	26.3
	25.0
	24.1
	23.2
	23.9
	22.5
	-3.0

	International full-fee paying
	1.1
	1.2
	1.3
	1.3
	1.3
	1.3
	1.5
	2.1
	2.3
	2.8
	145.8

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total students (’000)
	1721.4
	1694.4
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7
	-0.9

	
Hours of delivery
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in hours %

	Funding source
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commonwealth and state funding
	88.7
	87.4
	86.4
	84.5
	84.5
	84.9
	84.1
	83.5
	82.3
	81.8
	29.5

	Domestic full-fee paying
	8.1
	9.4
	10.4
	12.1
	12.2
	11.6
	12.1
	11.7
	12.1
	11.7
	103.8

	International full-fee paying
	3.2
	3.2
	3.2
	3.3
	3.3
	3.4
	3.8
	4.8
	5.6
	6.5
	188.2

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total hours of delivery (million)
	312.3
	341.7
	349.0
	356.6
	347.1
	362.0
	372.1
	390.1
	409.2
	438.9
	40.5


a For students with subject enrolments in more than one funding category, the major funding source is assigned in hierarchical order (Commonwealth and state general purpose recurrent funding, Commonwealth specific purpose program funding, state specific purpose program funding, international full-fee paying funding and domestic full-fee paying funding). The derivation of highest funding source for Commonwealth and state government funding for the period 2007 onward has changed to include activity associated with ‘53 - Recognition of current competency granted’.
Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Jurisdictional differences in delivery to domestic full‑fee paying students, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

Per cent

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Share of total national hours delivered to domestic full fee paying students
	
	
	
	
	

	New South Wales
	20.1
	17.6
	19.0
	19.0
	18.2
	19.1
	20.2
	19.8
	20.8
	22.2

	Victoria
	41.3
	42.0
	40.8
	47.0
	47.1
	44.7
	43.4
	48.0
	47.1
	47.7

	Queensland
	19.0
	20.2
	19.6
	18.7
	19.3
	19.3
	19.0
	18.9
	17.8
	17.7

	South Australia
	9.5
	10.0
	10.7
	7.3
	6.2
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	5.9
	5.9

	Western Australia
	5.3
	6.1
	5.7
	3.9
	5.2
	5.8
	6.3
	3.1
	3.0
	3.0

	Tasmania
	3.8
	3.0
	2.9
	3.1
	3.3
	3.3
	3.1
	3.6
	4.0
	2.3

	Northern Territory
	0.4
	0.1
	0.2
	0.2
	0.2
	0.3
	0.4
	0.3
	0.4
	0.4

	ACT
	0.7
	0.8
	1.1
	0.8
	0.5
	1.4
	1.1
	0.5
	1.0
	0.7

	Australia
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Share of hours delivered to domestic full fee paying students in each jurisdiction
	
	
	
	
	

	New South Wales
	4.7
	4.9
	5.8
	6.9
	6.8
	6.5
	7.3
	7.1
	7.7
	8.1

	Victoria
	11.0
	13.5
	14.2
	18.9
	18.7
	18.0
	18.0
	18.2
	18.5
	18.0

	Queensland
	11.1
	12.1
	13.2
	14.6
	15.5
	14.4
	14.3
	14.3
	13.8
	13.2

	South Australia
	10.3
	12.8
	15.8
	13.9
	11.6
	10.9
	12.7
	10.6
	11.6
	10.8

	Western Australia
	4.8
	6.4
	6.5
	5.1
	6.5
	7.0
	7.8
	3.9
	3.7
	3.4

	Tasmania
	15.9
	15.5
	15.3
	17.6
	17.8
	17.9
	16.9
	18.5
	20.1
	13.4

	Northern Territory
	2.2
	0.8
	2.2
	1.8
	2.2
	3.3
	4.3
	3.4
	4.7
	5.2

	ACT
	2.8
	4.4
	6.3
	5.4
	3.1
	9.1
	7.4
	3.5
	7.9
	5.3

	Australia
	8.1
	9.4
	10.4
	12.1
	12.2
	11.6
	12.1
	11.7
	12.1
	11.7


Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Students and hours of delivery by age, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–2009

	
Student shares
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in students %

	19 years and under
	20.8
	21.7
	22.0
	21.7
	23.5
	23.8
	26.2
	26.7
	26.9
	27.0
	28.4

	20 to 24 years
	15.3
	15.6
	16.1
	16.0
	16.6
	16.5
	16.5
	16.6
	16.4
	16.8
	9.3

	25 to 29 years
	11.1
	10.9
	10.6
	10.3
	10.1
	9.8
	9.7
	9.8
	10.1
	10.4
	-6.4

	30 to 39 years
	19.5
	19.4
	19.2
	18.9
	18.5
	18.0
	17.4
	17.3
	17.2
	17.1
	-13.3

	40 to 49 years
	16.4
	16.3
	16.5
	16.6
	16.3
	16.1
	15.3
	15.5
	15.2
	14.9
	-10.0

	50 to 64 years
	10.7
	10.3
	10.6
	11.3
	11.0
	11.4
	10.8
	11.2
	11.4
	11.1
	2.8

	65 years and over
	1.9
	1.7
	1.7
	1.9
	1.6
	1.7
	1.5
	1.6
	1.7
	1.5
	-20.1

	Total (per cent)a
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total (students)
	1721.4
	1694.4
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7
	-0.9

	Hours of delivery
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in hours %

	19 years and under
	32.2
	31.5
	31.4
	31.4
	32.7
	32.1
	31.6
	30.8
	30.3
	29.3
	28.1

	20 to 24 years
	20.1
	20.1
	20.7
	20.8
	21.2
	21.1
	21.3
	21.4
	21.1
	21.3
	48.4

	25 to 29 years
	10.8
	10.7
	10.4
	10.1
	9.6
	9.5
	9.7
	10.0
	10.5
	10.9
	41.6

	30 to 39 years
	16.7
	16.9
	16.5
	16.1
	15.5
	15.4
	15.6
	15.8
	15.9
	16.1
	35.7

	40 to 49 years
	12.4
	12.8
	12.8
	13.1
	12.7
	13.0
	12.9
	13.0
	13.0
	13.1
	48.8

	50 to 64 years
	5.9
	6.2
	6.4
	6.8
	6.8
	7.4
	7.6
	7.8
	8.0
	8.3
	98.2

	65 years and over
	0.6
	0.6
	0.7
	0.7
	0.6
	0.7
	0.7
	0.7
	0.8
	0.8
	65.1

	Total (per cent)a
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total (hours)
	312.3
	341.7
	349.0
	356.6
	347.1
	362.0
	372.1
	390.1
	409.2
	438.9
	40.5


a Table excludes data for students whose age was not known. Data might, therefore, not add to 100.

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Students by highest prior education level, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

Per cent

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Previous highest education level
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Degree or higher
	4.6
	4.9
	5.2
	5.1
	5.5
	5.7
	5.6
	6.1
	6.7
	7.1

	Advanced diploma/diploma
	2.9
	3.1
	3.9
	3.8
	4.0
	4.0
	4.2
	4.5
	4.9
	5.2

	Certificate IV
	1.7
	1.7
	2.2
	2.4
	2.7
	2.9
	3.1
	3.4
	3.7
	4.0

	Certificate III
	5.0
	5.4
	5.6
	5.6
	6.1
	6.6
	7.2
	7.7
	8.3
	9.2

	Certificate II
	na
	na
	0.7
	0.9
	1.2
	1.3
	1.4
	1.6
	1.7
	1.8

	Certificate I
	na
	na
	0.2
	0.2
	0.3
	0.2
	0.2
	0.3
	0.3
	0.3

	Miscellaneous education
	1.9
	1.9
	1.1
	1.0
	0.8
	0.8
	0.7
	0.7
	0.7
	0.7

	Year 12
	21.5
	23.1
	22.6
	22.5
	22.6
	22.2
	21.5
	21.9
	22.3
	22.4

	Year 11 or lower
	31.5
	33.2
	33.0
	31.3
	30.7
	30.0
	33.6
	34.6
	35.1
	34.2

	Not known
	30.9
	26.6
	25.4
	27.3
	26.2
	26.2
	22.4
	19.3
	16.3
	15.1

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Total students (’000)
	1721.4
	1694.4
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7


na not available

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).
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Students by study mode, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–2009

	

Study mode
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in students by study mode %

	Part-time students
	90.7
	89.3
	90.0
	89.9
	89.4
	89.3
	89.0
	88.1
	87.5
	85.9
	-6.1

	Full-time students
	8.5
	9.8
	10.0
	10.1
	10.6
	10.7
	11.0
	11.9
	12.5
	14.1
	64.6

	Total (per cent)
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total students (’000)
	1721.4
	1694.4
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7
	-0.9


Source: NCVER various issues, Students and Courses, NCVER, Adelaide.

Table B.
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Main reason for undertaking training, graduates and module completers, 2005–2009

Per cent

	
	Graduates
	Module completers

	
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Main reason for undertaking training
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employment-related outcome
	78.0
	75.9
	77.7
	77.6
	80.0
	68.0
	66.6
	66.6
	68.8
	71.1

	Further study outcome
	5.0
	4.9
	4.7
	4.5
	4.1
	2.0
	2.3
	3.0
	2.2
	2.1

	Personal development outcome
	17.0
	19.2
	17.7
	17.8
	16.0
	30.0
	31.2
	30.4
	29.0
	26.8


Source: NCVER, Student Outcomes Survey (various issues), http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/21065.html#Publications (accessed 7 October 2010).

Table B.
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Students by Indigenous, disability and non‑English speaking background status, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–2009

	
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth %

	Indigenous status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Indigenous
	3.0
	3.3
	3.5
	3.4
	3.6
	3.8
	4.0
	4.3
	4.3
	4.4
	46.9

	Othera
	97.0
	96.7
	96.5
	96.6
	96.4
	96.2
	96.0
	95.7
	95.7
	95.6
	-2.3

	Disability status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	With disability
	3.6
	4.1
	4.9
	5.3
	5.7
	5.9
	6.1
	6.1
	5.9
	5.9
	62.8

	Othera
	96.4
	95.9
	95.1
	94.7
	94.3
	94.1
	93.9
	93.9
	94.1
	94.1
	-3.2

	Non-English speaking background (NESB) statusb
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-English
	11.8
	12.0
	11.9
	11.8
	12.2
	12.5
	13.1
	13.7
	14.4
	15.3
	28.9

	Othera
	88.2
	88.0
	88.1
	88.2
	87.8
	87.5
	86.9
	86.3
	85.6
	84.7
	-4.8

	Total (students '000)
	1721.4
	1694.4
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7
	-0.9


a ‘Other’ includes responses that are ‘not known’. Caution should be taken when using these data, since the proportions of not known responses are relatively large. b(Based on country of birth.

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Students by Indigenous or disability status and level of qualification, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2009

Per cent

	
	Diploma
or higher
	Certificate IV
	Certificate III
	Certificate II
	Certificate I
	Non AQF qualification
	Total enrolments

	Indigenous students
	4.0
	7.8
	26.0
	26.2
	15.6
	20.3
	100.0

	Students with disability
	8.9
	11.0
	23.7
	20.0
	10.8
	25.7
	100.0

	All students
	11.7
	12.8
	30.8
	17.3
	5.3
	22.1
	100.0


Source: NCVER, Equity Group Student Statistics, 2009, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2268.html

Table B.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 21
Enrolments by overseas students studying in Australia by provider type, 2000 to 2009

	Sector
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2000–09

	
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	‘000
	Growth %

	Higher educationa
	72.7
	86.3
	115.4
	134.8
	150.7
	162.7
	169.6
	174.3
	181.4
	203.3
	179.6

	Vocational education and training
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Public sectorb
	19.8
	21.3
	21.6
	22.1
	16.8
	17.2
	20.5
	27.8
	31.8
	39.7
	100.5

	Private sectorc
	11.0
	18.5
	33.4
	35.2
	41.5
	48.4
	62.0
	92.0
	142.7
	192.3
	1654.7

	VET sub-totala
	30.8
	39.8
	53.7
	56.9
	58.2
	65.6
	82.5
	119.7
	174.4
	232.5
	655.8

	School educationa
	13.1
	15.1
	23.2
	26.9
	27.3
	25.1
	24.5
	26.8
	28.3
	27.5
	109.5

	English language intensive courses for overseas studentsa
	36.8
	49.4
	57.3
	61.9
	61.6
	64.3
	76.5
	101.5
	125.8
	135.1
	267.6

	Otherd
	na
	na
	24.1
	26.2
	26.1
	26.6
	26.8
	27.8
	31.2
	33.5
	

	Totala
	153.4
	190.6
	273.7
	306.8
	323.9
	344.2
	380.0
	450.1
	541.1
	631.9
	312.0


a Statistics represent student course enrolments and might be greater than the actual number of students. b These figures refer to the actual number of international full‑fee paying students in the NCVER National VET Provider Collection who undertook training in a major AQF qualification category (Certificate I and above). c Students in the private sector were derived by sub-contracting students from the public sector from the VET sub-total. d ‘Other’ includes foundation, bridging and enabling courses plus other courses that do not lead to a qualification under the AQF. na not available

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 3 September 2010); Australian Education International (AEI) statistics, http://www.aei.dest.gov.au NCVER National VET Provider Collection (accessed 3 September 2010).

Table B.
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Students by region, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009a

Per cent

	
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Major cities
	54.0
	54.6
	54.1
	54.4
	54.3
	53.5
	53.8
	53.8

	Inner regional
	22.6
	22.7
	23.3
	23.0
	23.1
	23.2
	23.5
	23.1

	Outer regional
	14.8
	14.8
	15.0
	15.1
	15.1
	15.1
	14.8
	14.6

	Remote
	2.9
	2.8
	2.4
	2.6
	2.6
	2.7
	2.5
	2.4

	Very remote
	2.0
	1.8
	1.8
	1.9
	2.0
	2.1
	2.1
	2.0

	Outside Australiab 
	1.3
	1.4
	1.5
	1.7
	1.9
	2.3
	2.5
	2.9

	Not known
	2.4
	1.9
	1.9
	1.3
	1.0
	1.0
	0.7
	1.1

	Total 
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Total students
	1695.4
	1727.6
	1606.4
	1650.8
	1676.0
	1665.0
	1699.7
	1706.7


a Regional information is based on the Access/Remoteness Index of Australia (ARIA+). b Other includes students for whom information on this variable was not know.

Source: NCVER various issues, Students and Courses, NCVER, Adelaide.

Table B.
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Hours of delivery by delivery type, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2000 to 2009

	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2002–2009

	
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	Growth in hours %

	Delivery type
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Campus based
	82.5
	81.1
	81.5
	80.4
	78.7
	76.6
	75.2
	75.3
	72.2
	70.5
	-14.5

	Remote access
	3.5
	3.8
	3.7
	3.8
	4.4
	4.7
	5.3
	3.5
	4.3
	4.9
	38.0

	Employment based
	4.8
	5.7
	5.9
	6.9
	6.6
	6.6
	6.8
	8.9
	11.2
	11.5
	141.8

	Othera
	6.4
	6.5
	5.8
	5.8
	7.6
	9.4
	9.4
	8.6
	7.5
	7.2
	11.1

	Not known/not applicable
	2.8
	2.9
	3.1
	3.0
	2.7
	2.7
	3.3
	3.8
	4.8
	5.9
	112.3

	Total 
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	

	Total hours of delivery (million)
	312.3
	341.7
	349.0
	356.6
	347.1
	362.0
	372.1
	390.1
	409.2
	438.9
	40.5


a Includes by correspondence.

Source: NCVER, Historical Time Series of Vocational Education and Training in Australia, from 1981, http://www.ncver.edu.au/statistic/publications/2244.html (accessed 2 September 2010).

Table B.
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Recognition of prior experience and skills for graduates and module completers, publicly‑funded VET sector, 2008 and 2009 (per cent)a, b
	
	Graduates
	Module completers

	
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009

	With prior experience and skills related to the training
	59.9
	58.9
	57.4
	58.0

	Training shortened
	25.6
	23.4
	13.2
	13.4

	Based on both prior study and previous experience and skills
	11.3
	11.4
	4.9
	6.6

	Based on prior study only
	5.4
	5.0
	3.2
	2.6

	Based on previous experience and skills only
	9.0
	7.0
	5.1
	4.2

	Training not shortened
	34.2
	35.5
	44.2
	44.6

	Training provider did not offer to assess prior experience and skills
	18.1
	18.6
	27.6
	28.4

	Did not accept offer to have prior experience and skills assessed
	7.1
	7.7
	7.8
	7.7

	Experience and skills assessed, but training not shortened
	9.0
	9.2
	8.7
	8.4

	No prior experience and skills related to the training
	40.1
	41.1
	42.6
	42.0

	Training provider offered to assess prior experience and skills
	23.8
	24.3
	21.6
	20.2

	Training provider did not offer to assess prior experience and skills
	16.4
	16.8
	21.0
	21.8


a Students of community education providers are not included in this data. b Data on recognition of prior learning was first collected in the student outcomes survey in 2008.

Source: NCVER 2009, Student Outcomes 2009, NCVER Adelaide (table 8, p. 13).

Attachment
Estimates of total VET activity from SET

This attachment presents Commission estimates of total VET activity from the SET, run by the ABS in 2005 and 2009.

Classifications of training in SET09

The ABS most recently ran the SET in 2009 (SET09). Following the International Classification of Learning Activities (CLA), the ABS defined participation in education and training in SET09 to include:

Formal learning [which] is structured, taught in educational institutions and organisations, as well as through the workplace, and leads to a recognised qualification.

Non-formal learning [which] is structured, taught in educational institutions and organisations, as well as through the workplace, but does not lead to a recognised qualification.

Informal learning [which] is unstructured, non-institutional learning activities related to work, family, community or leisure. (ABS 2009b, p. 4)

As informal learning is unstructured and not undertaken within an institutional setting, it is excluded from the Commission’s consideration of VET.

Formal and non‑formal learning appear to be closely aligned with the Australian Vocational Education and Training Management Information Statistical Standard concepts of accredited and unaccredited training, respectively. However, Statements of Attainment — classified as accredited training by the NCVER — are grouped with non‑formal learning in SET09. Differences between the classifications from each data source are summarised in table B.25. This characteristic of SET means that it not easily compared with data on students and courses published by the NCVER.

Table B.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 25
Mapping between the NCVER categories of training and SET09 categories of learninga
	
	NCVER categories

	
	Accredited training
	
	Unaccredited training

	
	Qualifications
	Statements of attainment
	
	

	SET categories
	
	
	
	

	Formal learning
	  (
	
	
	

	Non‑formal learning
	
	  (
	
	  (


a A tick indicates where an NCVER category of data is reported within SET09.
Can total VET activity be identified in SET09?

SET09 collected information from 23 795 individuals via personal interview. Along with rich data on their demographic and labour force characteristics, and health and disability status, detailed information was collected on these individuals’ participation in formal, non‑formal and informal learning. These characteristics should make SET09 an ideal source for an estimate of total VET activity. Unfortunately, however, data on learning were collected with reference to the 12 months prior to the date at which each individual was surveyed. Given that SET09 was in the field from March to June 2009, this feature rules out its use in the derivation of estimates of formal learning.

For the purposes of this study, the most logical timeframe for measurements of formal learning activity is a calendar year, because that is the basis on which most provision of this learning type is organised. Use of the data collected in SET leads to overestimates of calendar year activity. For example, someone who was enrolled in a Certificate III qualification in 2008 and moved on to study a Certificate IV in early 2009 will be recorded as having had two enrolments in formal study in the 12 months to the SET survey. Data with this characteristic will not yield an accurate estimate of calendar year 2008 formal learning.

In light of the above, total VET activity cannot be estimated reliably from SET09.

Can total VET activity be identified in SET05?

In SET05, participation in education and training was classified as:

· study leading to a qualification — formal learning

· study not leading to a qualification — non‑formal learning

· work‑related training courses — a combination of non‑formal learning and activities that are not consistent with VET, such as conferences.

Non‑formal learning estimates cannot be obtained from SET05, but data on study leading to a qualification were collected for calendar year 2004. This information, together with estimates of non‑formal learning from SET09, is used below in the derivation of a rough estimate of total VET activity.

Composite SET estimates of total VET activity

Formal learning — estimates of students and enrolments from SET05

According to SET05, about 2.1 million people enrolled to study a qualification in 2004 (not including those who enrolled and were awarded a Statement of Attainment).
 Of these, nearly 10 per cent enrolled in more than one qualification. Assuming that people with multiple enrolments began an average of 2.1 qualifications, total qualification enrolments in 2004 are estimated to have been 2.3 million.
 Of these, 1.3 million can be classified as VET.

NCVER data on the growth in AQF qualification study by provider type and year were used to inflate this estimate to 2008 levels.

On the basis of these calculations, it is estimated that about 1.3 million Australians accounted for 1.5 million enrolments in formal learning in the VET sector in 2008.

Qualifications can only be delivered by RTOs. Data on the type of provider where students studied indicate that TAFEs accounted for 61 per cent of total enrolments in 2008, private providers 29 per cent and other providers (including schools and Adult Community Education (ACE) providers) accounted for the remaining 11 per cent (data not shown).

Non‑formal learning — estimates of students and enrolments from SET09

In the 12 months to SET09, 4.1 million Australians undertook at least one non‑formal learning course. Of these, 62 per cent did only one course, 82 per cent did no more than two and 95 per cent did fewer than five. In total, it is estimated that Australians commenced 7.1 million non‑formal learning courses in the 12 months preceding SET09.

Some non‑formal courses, however, were undertaken for non‑vocational purposes, including, for example, personal enrichment. Using information on people’s motivations for studying, it is estimated that about 3 million Australians enrolled in 5.6 million courses with a VET motivation.

Although data on provider type are collected for non‑formal learning, it is not possible to distinguish between RTO and non‑RTO private providers. TAFEs are estimated to have accounted for 9 per cent of enrolments, ACE providers for 2 per cent and private providers for 49 per cent (data not shown). The remaining 40 per cent of enrolments reflected participation in internally provided work‑related training. Some of this would have been delivered by the ‘other’ provider types.

Comparisons of SET and NCVER data

A comparison of enrolment estimates for TAFEs from SET and NCVER data was undertaken as one approach to validating the SET estimates.

In 2008, according to the NCVER data, TAFE enrolments (excluding VET‑in‑Schools (VETiS) delivered by schools) were an estimated 1.66 million.
 An estimate of 1.68 million enrolments was obtained from SET. However, this includes some enrolments in VETiS delivered by schools, and some with a personal enrichment motivation. The latter were included in the comparison because NCVER student outcomes data reveal that 17 per cent of graduates and 30 per cent of module completers had a personal development motivation for studying.

Reasonably similar estimates from the two sources provide tentative support for a conclusion that SET yields reasonable estimates of total VET enrolment numbers.

An estimate for RTOs?

Although data on training providers are collected in SET, it is not possible to distinguish between RTOs and non‑RTOs.

Estimates of total VET contact hours from SET05 and SET09

Student and enrolment measures are two ways to represent total VET activity, but different courses entail different time commitments from students, and students do not necessarily complete the courses in which they enrol. Student contact hours, therefore, are a third measure of total VET activity.

The contact hours variable for qualification study in SET05 relates to hours per week. This is not a solid basis for calculating contact hours in a year. For any student, weeks studied in a year will depend on course type, full‑time or part‑time status and how much of a course is completed. Measures of average contact hours by qualification and provider type derived from SET09 were instead applied to SET05 data, which were then inflated to provide estimates of contact hours in 2008.

It is estimated that students spent 178.9 million contact hours engaged in formal VET learning in 2008. SET09 also contains detailed data on contact hours for non‑formal learning. Using this information, it is estimated that students spent 122.8 million contact hours in non‑formal VET learning in the 12 months preceding the survey.

How do SET and NCVER contact hours compare?

The NCVER also reports hours data. In 2008, 408.5 million hours were delivered. This figure is significantly higher than the estimate from SET for formal and non‑formal training, when it should be lower, if the two data sources measured equivalent hours concepts. This is because of the gaps around private RTO and non‑RTO activity in the NCVER data. It is not clear why the measures are so different. A possible explanation is that students only report the hours that they attended in SET, rather than those they were scheduled to attend. An alternative is that the NCVER data include on‑line delivery, and students do not identify this as contact hours.
�	This figure includes an estimated 92 000 students studying VET while still at school.


�	The multiple of 2.1 was chosen following examination of SET09, which collects information on the number of qualifications undertaken. People who undertook more than one qualification did, on average, 2.13. Given the likelihood of a qualification over�count in SET09, a lower estimate of 2.1 was chosen for SET05 data.


�	Application of this growth rate to SET data will be more reasonable if enrolments in full qualifications and Statements of Attainment grew at a similar rate. If enrolments in Statements of Attainment, for example, grew considerably more slowly than enrolments in full qualifications, the growth rate applied to SET qualification study will be too low.


�	According to SET05, about 93 000 students were enrolled in VET accredited qualifications at higher education institutions in 2004. In contrast, DEEWR’s higher education collection reports 7751 students studying AQF courses in that year (DEEWR 2005). It is assumed, therefore, that students at dual�sector providers were coded to higher education providers. VET level study at higher education institutions is grouped with TAFE delivery.


�	The private provider share includes an estimated 90 024 ERTO enrolments recorded originally under other providers. This estimate was obtained from ERTOA (2009).


�	VET motivations are assumed to include all study undertaken: for a work�related reason; to get into a further course of study; to obtain general educational skills; or to get skills for community or voluntary work. Courses delivered by secondary schools and higher education providers are excluded from this estimate.


�	Data on the shares of students studying at TAFEs and other government providers in 2008 were used in deriving the estimate of TAFE enrolments in that year.


�	Average contact hours for formal VET learning were 113, in contrast with about 23 hours for non�formal VET learning.
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