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To reduce waste ECNT often uses recycled or reused paper. Any unrelated information on the reverse

of this or subsequent pages should be ignored.
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1 ABS 2003, Yearbook Australia
2 NT Treasury, Economic Overview
3 Environment Australia
4 Booth v Bosworth (2001) FCA 1453 (17 October 2001).
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5 Commonwealth of Australia (2002). Australian Terrestrial Biodiversity Assessment 2002. Land and
Water Australia, Canberra
6 Doley, A. (1997). Combining conservation and farming in the wheatbelt of Western Australia. In:
Conservation outside nature reserves. Edited by P. Hale and D. Lamb. Centre for Conservation
Biology, the University of Queensland.
7 Northern Territory Government (2002). Tourism – a key industry in the Territory.
http://www.nt.gov.au/dcm/otd/publications/otd_general/tourism.pdf
8 Walker, G., Gilfedder, M., and Williams, J. (1999). Effectiveness of Current Farming Systems in the
Control of Dryland Salinity. CSIRO Land and Water, Canberra
9 PMSEIC (1999). Dryland Salinity and its impacts on Rural Industries and the Landscape. Prime
Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation Council Occasional Paper No. 1. Department of
Industry, Science and Resources, Canberra.
10 Australian Dryland Salinity Assessment 2000
11 Williams, P. and Young, M. (1999). Costing Dust: How much does wind erosion cost the people of
South Australia? CSIRO Land and Water, Canberra.
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12 Scott, A. (2001). Water erosion in the Murray-Darling Basin: Learning from the past. Technical
Report 43/01. CSIRO Land and Water, Canberra.
13 http://www.clw.csiro.au/issues/rivers/surface_hydrodynamic.html
14 Australian Terrestrial Biodiversity Assessment 2002
15 Australian Dry land Salinity Assessment 2000
16 Australian Greenhouse Office
17 CSIRO (2001). Climate Change – Impacts for Australia. CSIRO Atmospheric Research, Melbourne.

18 Land Clearing in the Northern Territory, Department Of infrastructure, Planning and Environment,
NT Government 2002
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19 Land clearing Guidelines, Department of Infrastructure Planning and Environment, March 2002.
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20 Williams, P. and Young, M. (1999). Costing Dust: How much does wind erosion cost the people of
South Australia? CSIRO Land and Water, Canberra.
21 Northern Territory Government (2002). Tourism – a key industry in the Territory.
http://www.nt.gov.au/dcm/otd/publications/otd_general/tourism.pdf
22 Native Vegetation National Overview  ANZECC 1999
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On the matter of panic clearing, it must be said at the outset that this occurs prior to
the introduction of clearing controls, as an expression of landholders’ recognition of
the effectiveness of clearing control regulations. So let there be no confusion about
this: land clearing regulations are effective, and do not result "in a greater reduction
of native vegetation and/or biodiversity than would have occurred in their absence".

Rather, accelerated and often ill-considered clearing has occurred during times when
governments have announced intent to strengthen clearing regulations, but have
failed to place interim controls or moratoria on clearing during the period between
their announcement and the actual proclamation of permanent regulations. This
"panic clearing" happens prior to and in the absence of regulations. The great
tragedy of this is that despite advice describing the risks of panic clearing and the
measures which have shown to be effective in averting it, governments do not always
see fit to implement such measures. So it is not the regulations, but the way that they
are introduced which can lead to a temporary acceleration of land clearing or the
clearing of areas which may otherwise have been left intact.

In fact, issues of compliance and enforcement are something of “red herring” in some
states, given the current rates of legally permitted land clearing. It is true that there
has been and is still an unacceptable amount of illegal land clearing and other
breaches of both biodiversity and vegetation protection regulations24. However, the
great bulk of land clearing in Australia is carried out under permits issued by
government, and permitted under the current weak biodiversity and vegetation
regulations at state and federal level. Better enforcement of these laws will make only
a marginal difference in terms of meeting the objectives of conservation and
sustainable land use.

                                                          
23 Wentworth Group (2003). A new model for landscape conservation in New South Wales – The
Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists Report to Premier Carr. WWF Australia, Sydney.
24 NSW Auditor-General 2002, Performance Audit- DLWC- Regulating the Clearing of Native
Vegetation



In the Northern Territory under the IDCO 12 referred to above there are only
guidelines to follow to assess to clearing applications.  There is no regulatory regime
and therefore no penalties for breaches of clearing approvals.  Unfortunately, the
controls in the Northern Territory do not have the capacity to reduce the rate of
clearing across freehold land in the Territory or control the impacts of clearing
operations.  In addition, the Leasehold Guidelines are currently managed internally
without public transparency so there is no opportunity to assess the efficiency or
effectiveness of environmental regulation on leasehold land.
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25 Sinden (2002). Who pays to protect native vegetation?: Costs to farmers in Moree Plains Shire, New
South Wales. Paper presented to the 46th Annual Conference of the Australian Agricultural and
Resource Economics Society, Canberra, 12-15/2/2002.
26 Moss, W. (2002) Costs to farmers of protecting native vegetation in the Moree Plains: A critique of
Sinden, J.A (2002). WWF Australia, Sydney.
27 Moss, W. (2002) Costs to farmers of protecting native vegetation in the Moree Plains: A critique of
Sinden, J.A (2002). WWF Australia, Sydney.
28 Lithcfiled Area Plan 1992, Northern Territory Government
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