From Ronald Verschuyl [k7aae@ahoo.com
Sent: 27 March 2002 6: 08

To: radi oconms@c. gov. au

Subj ect: Comuni cati ons

Fm Ronal d Verschuyl K7AAE
e-mai |l : k7aae@ahoo. com

To:Dr. D. Roberson

Productivity Comrission in Australia
Collins Street East LB2

Vic 8003 Australia

Dear Sir:

In connection with the inquiry about radi o communicati ons
noticed fromthe coments on your draft report as published
on www. aussiewi nlink.org that authorities in Australia have
reservati ons about allowing its hans to enter the 21st
century. The Conmittee mght well be interested to know
that there is an International Amateur Radi o Union. Bel ow
is an extract fromthe Anerican Radi o Relay League's
publication, QST of April 2002, about Wrld

Amat eur Radi o Day.

"Worl d Amat eur Radi o Day Cel ebrates Amateurs’ Conti nui ng

I nnovation in Conmuni cati on Technol ogy

Ami d the much-publicized conmercial successes and failures
in the tel ecommunications industry it is easy to overl ook
the fact that radi o amateurs continue to be an inportant
source of innovation in comunication technol ogy.

A century has passed since Marconi spanned the Atlantic and
excited the inmaginations of the first generation of amateur
W rel ess experinenters.

Amateurs were the first to discover and to exploit the
remar kabl e properties of the ionosphere that pernmit
wor | dwi de comuni cation with | ess power than it takes to
illumnate a light bulb. They were the first to nmake

wi despr ead use of single-sideband voi ce conmunication to
conserve power and precious radi o spectrum Anmateurs
applied mcroprocessors to data communication

popul ari zi ng packet radi o and devel opi ng protocols that are
now i n wi despread use in public safety and other services.
As we enter radi os second century, anmateurs continue to

| ead the way in nunerous areas.

Digital HF Radi o: Radio amateurs are the | eading devel opers
of new digital techniques for high-frequency (HF) data and
text communication. For exanpl e, Pactor conbi nes the
strengths of packet radi o and the node known comercially
as SITOR to offer reliable and essentially error-free data
communi cati on. Disaster relief agencies have adopted it for
use fromrenote | ocati ons where no tel ecommuni cati ons
infrastructure is available."”

As you shoul d have | earned fromthe contributions nade to
the review, WnLink is a digital HF conmuni cations system
for people in renpote areas that uses Pactor as the protoco
for error-free transm ssion of information.

Both WnLi nk and Pactor were devel oped by radi o amateurs. |
amsure that the Wrld Amateur Radio community would |ike
Australian hans to have the opportunity to join themin the
21st century.



Pl ease, take this emnil nessage as a subm ssion to your
inquiry.

73,

Ronal d Ver schuyl K7AAE
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