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	The Productivity Commission

	The Productivity Commission is the Australian Government’s independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians. Its role, expressed most simply, is to help governments make better policies, in the long term interest of the Australian community.
The Commission’s independence is underpinned by an Act of Parliament. Its processes and outputs are open to public scrutiny and are driven by concern for the wellbeing of the community as a whole.
Further information on the Productivity Commission can be obtained from the Commission’s website (www.pc.gov.au).
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The education outcomes of Indigenous Australians have been a focus of policy attention for many years, but there has been no sustained improvement in Indigenous primary school students’ literacy and numeracy achievement. This suggests that current policies are not working, and that we need a stronger evidence base about what might work best to improve Indigenous education achievement.
This self-initiated research project was able to access a new national dataset that links information about all primary school students’ literacy and numeracy achievement and demographic characteristics with information about the schools they attend. This made possible novel analysis of Indigenous Australian primary school students. But that analysis could only take us so far. While our analysis of the data provides new and useful insights, and some that are policy relevant, only a subset of the characteristics thought to be associated with education achievement are observed in the data.
More work is needed. One avenue our analysis identifies is the need for rigorous and systematic evaluation of schools where Indigenous students have higher achievement than might have been expected given their characteristics and those of the schools they attend. Our research finds that there are such ‘outlier’ schools, but public evaluations are few and far between.
Along with our current inquiry into the national education evidence base, this report should provide a better understanding of what evidence matters for better informed education policy that improves education achievement for Australian students.
This paper was produced by a team led by Lou Will, and included Josh Craig, Elizabeth Hynes and Rebecca Chin. It was overseen by Deputy Chair Karen Chester.
Peter Harris
Chairman
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	ABS
	Australian Bureau of Statistics

	ACARA
	Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority

	AITSL
	Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership

	APST
	Australian Professional Standards for Teachers

	ARIA
	Accessibility/Remoteness Index of Australia

	ASGC
	Australian Standard Geographical Classification

	BP 1
	Background Paper 1

	BP 2
	Background Paper 2

	CESE
	New South Wales Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation

	COAG
	Council of Australian Governments

	ICSEA
	Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage

	IRSAD
	Index of Relative Socioeconomic Advantage and Disadvantage

	LBOTE
	Language Background Other Than English

	LSAY
	Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth

	NAPLAN
	National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy

	NMS
	National Minimum Standard

	OECD
	Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

	PC
	Productivity Commission

	PD
	Professional Development

	PISA
	Programme for International Student Assessment

	SES
	Socioeconomic status

	TIMSS
	Third International Mathematics and Science Survey

	VCAA
	Victorian Curriculum and Accreditation Authority
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