	
	


	
	



D
Data Quality
This appendix provides data quality information for each data source used to derive service use measures (table D.1) for the 2012 Report. Further information on the use of sensitivity analysis is provided in chapter 8.

The data quality assessment comprises three sections:
1. data quality statements — provides an assessment of data quality against the seven dimensions of the ABS Data Quality Framework:

· institutional environment — the institutional and organisational factors that may have a significant influence on the effectiveness and credibility of the agency producing the statistics
· relevance — how well the statistical product or release meets the needs of users in terms of the concept(s) measured and the population(s) represented
· timeliness — the delay between the reference period (to which the data pertain) and the date at which the data become available and the delay between the advertised date and the date at which the data become available (the actual release date)
· accuracy — the degree to which the data correctly describe the phenomenon they were designed to measure
· coherence — the internal consistency of a statistical collection, as well as its comparability with other sources of information, within a broad analytical framework and over time
· interpretability — the availability of information to help provide insight into the data, such as the variables used, or the availability of metadata (including concepts, classifications and measures of accuracy)
· accessibility — the ease of access to data by users. 
Table D.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 1
Data quality information — by source
	Data source
	Page

	ABS Census of Population and Housing 2006 
	242

	ABS Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Jun 2006 (Cat. no. 3238.0)
	245

	ABS National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey, 2008 
	247

	ABS Population Projections, Australia, 2006 to 2101
	249

	ABS Schools, Australia 
	251

	AIHW Aged Care Packages in the Community 2008‑09: a statistical overview (Cat. no. AGE 61)
	253

	AIHW Child Protection Australia (Cat. no. CWS 41)
	254

	AIHW Disability Services NMDS/Commonwealth, State and Territory Disability Agreement, NMDS
	256

	AIHW Expenditure on health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 2008-09 
	258

	AIHW Housing Assistance in Australia 2011
	260

	AIHW Juvenile Justice National Minimum Data Set (NMDS)
	262

	AIHW Residential Aged Care in Australia 2007-08
	264

	AIHW Supported Accommodation Assistance Program Client Collection 
	

	Australian Government Administrative data — Child Support
	268

	Australian Government Administrative data — Employment Services
	269

	Australian Government Administrative data — Income Support
	271

	Australian Government Administrative data — Rent Assistance
	273

	Australian Government Administrative data — Student Financial Assistance
	275

	Australian Government — Ageing and Aged Care data warehouse
	276

	CGC Criminal Court Appearances Collection
	277

	DEEWR Australian Government Child Care Provider Survey 
	278

	DEEWR Students: Selected Higher Education Statistics 
	279

	DEEWR National Preschools Census
	280

	DoHA Home and Community Care Program Minimum Data Set 2010-11 
	282

	National Legal Aid — Administrative Data 
	283

	NCVER Apprentices and Trainees (unpublished)
	284

	NCVER Students and Courses 2010 (unpublished)
	286

	PHIAC Privately insured with hospital treatment cover 
	288

	SCRGSP administrative data collection — employment program assistance
	289

	SCRGSP Corrective services collection
	290

	SCRGSP administrative data collection — rental assistance
	291

	SCRGSP administrative data collection — enrolments at special schools
	292


2. Monte Carlo analysis information — will provide information on any parameters used to undertake sensitivity analysis using Monte Carlo methods. Although this analysis was not used for the 2012 Report, the Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports
3. additional information — provides contextual information, including how the data set is used in the Indigenous Expenditure Report.
The data quality assessments presented in this appendix are a first step and will be further refined in future versions of the manual as more analysis is undertaken and as more information becomes available from data providers (box D.1).
	Box D.

 SEQ Box \* ARABIC 1
Alignment with Report on Government Services

	The Indigenous Expenditure Report draws on a number of data sources that are also used by the Steering Committee to report performance indicators in the Report on Government Services.

Although the Steering Committee has commenced an extensive program to develop data quality statements for all Report on Government Services data and performance indicators, this had not been completed in time for inclusion in the 2012 Indigenous Expenditure Report.

The work of the Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision will be reflected in future versions of this manual.

	

	


	ABS Census of Population and Housing

	Administering agency:
	Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Census data is available from www.abs.gov.au

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data collected by the ABS under the Census and Statistics Act, 1905. Operations of the ABS are to be conducted independently and impartial from political influence.
For further information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the legislative obligations of the ABS, financing and governance arrangements, and mechanisms for scrutiny of ABS operations, please see ABS Institutional Environment on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au).

	Relevance:
	The Census of Population and Housing is the official count of population and dwellings and collects details of age, sex and other characteristics of the population. All people in Australia on Census Night are in scope, except foreign diplomats and their families. Visitors to Australia are counted regardless of how long they have been in the country or how long they plan to stay. Australian residents not in the country on Census Night are out of scope of the Census.
In the Census, it is also important to note that information may have been supplied by one household resident on behalf of another person. The person reporting may not know the details required for all the people they are answering the questions for. This may affect the data collected for particular variables such as income.

	Timeliness:
	The Census and Statistics Act requires the Australian Statistician to conduct a Census on a regular basis. Since 1961, a Census has been held every 5 years. The last Census of Population and Housing was held on 8 August 2006. First release data from the 2006 Census was available on 27 June 2007, and second release data on 25 October 2007.

	Accuracy:
	The ABS aims to produce high quality data from the Census. To achieve this, extensive effort is put into Census form design, collection procedures and processing. There are four principle sources of error in Census data which quality management aims to reduce as much as possible; they are respondent error, processing error, partial or non‑response and undercount.

The Census is self‑enumerated and respondents sometimes do not return a Census form or fail to answer every applicable question. Persons are imputed into dwellings for which no form was returned, together with some demographic characteristics for these people. These same demographic characteristics are imputed if not provided by respondents on a returned form. However, the majority of output classifications include a ‘Not Stated’ category to record the level of non‑response for that data item. Data Quality Statements are produced for each Census data item and include the non‑response rate for each variable and a brief outline of any known data quality problems.
Results from the post-enumeration survey reveal an undercount of the Indigenous population. This undercount may introduce bias into the results which may affect comparability of estimates among jurisdictions. The net undercount for all Indigenous Australians was estimated at 11.5 per cent, calculated as the difference between the Census count of Indigenous Australians and the estimated Indigenous population on Census night (note that people who were counted in the Census but whose Indigenous status was not stated are included in estimates of net undercount). Estimates of the Indigenous net undercount for all jurisdictions are:

Undercount rate per cent
NSW

8.6

Vic.

9.4

Qld

11.6

SA

8.6

WA

16.6

Tas.

8.8

NT

16.0

ACT

8.8

Australia

11.5

Source: Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Jun 2006 (ABS Cat. no. 3238.0.55.001).
Care should also be taken when interpreting income data from the Census. Income data collected on the Census form may differ from that reported in a survey specifically designed to collect information on this topic. Further, some people did not answer the Census question on income, which affects the individual income data as well as the household income calculations. In the 2006 Census, 12 per cent of the Indigenous population and 4 per cent of the non‑Indigenous population did not provide a response to the question on income. The characteristics of people who did not answer the income question may differ from those who did. For more information on income data collected in the census see ABS Census Dictionary, 2006 (Cat. no. 2901.0).

	Coherence:
	The ABS, and the Census, use Australian standard classifications where available and appropriate to provide data comparability across statistical collections. These include standards for occupation and geographic areas, for example.

	Interpretability:
	The Census provides a wealth of data about the Australian community through a suite of standard products and data customised for individual requirements. The 2006 Census Dictionary is a comprehensive reference guide designed to assist users to determine and specify their data requirements, and to understand the concepts underlying the data. It provides details of classifications used and a glossary of definitions of Census terms.

A number of resources — to aid interpretation — are provided on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au), including Data Quality Statements, Frequently Asked Questions and Product Briefs.

	Accessibility:
	Published data is available on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au) and online statistical software is available for tailoring census statistics to need.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0629.2
	
	
	
	
	


	ABS Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians

	Administering agency:
	Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Cat. no. 3238.0, June 2006.

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data collected by the ABS under the Census and Statistics Act, 1905. Operations of the ABS are to be conducted independently and impartial from political influence.

	Relevance:
	This publication contains experimental estimates and projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (Indigenous) population of Australia and the states and territories for 30 June 1991 to 30 June 2021, based on the 2006 Census of Population and Housing. Estimates are disaggregated by age and sex, remoteness areas and Indigenous regions.

	Timeliness:
	Estimates of the Indigenous and non‑Indigenous populations are produced for 30 June of each census year. Publication is released on a 5‑yearly basis.

	Accuracy:
	The estimates presented in this publication are based on results of the 2006 Census of Population and Housing, adjusted for net undercount as measured by the Post Enumeration Survey.

The ABS recognise the chance that some individuals will be missed from the census count and some recorded more than once. ABS believe more people are missed from the Australian census than are counted more than once, and refer to the net effect when both these factors are taken into account as the net undercount. 

The ABS conducts the Post Enumeration Survey shortly after the census to determine how many people were missed in the census and how many were counted more than once. For 2006, the net undercount of the Indigenous population was 59 200 persons. 

There were 1 133 300 census records (5.7 per cent of the total census count) with unknown Indigenous status in the 2006 census. For the purposes of population estimates, these records are allocated to either Indigenous or non‑Indigenous according to other demographic characteristics from the census. Interpreting the Data in Population Distribution, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 2006 (Cat. no. 4705.0) provides a detailed discussion of unknown Indigenous status in the 2006 Census.

The extent of under-coverage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians in the 2006 census and the relatively small sample size of the Post Enumeration Survey to adjust for that under-coverage means the estimates should be interpreted with caution.

	Coherence:
	The estimates and projections presented in this publication are not consistent with estimates and projections based on 2001 or previous censuses. As the assumptions used in each successive set of Indigenous population estimates and projections incorporate recent trends, comparison of data across issues of this publication is not advised.

	Interpretability:
	ABS population projections are not intended as predictions or forecasts, and should not be considered as such. Rather, they are illustrations of growth and change in the population that would occur if the assumptions were to prevail over the projection period.

	Accessibility:
	ABS Indigenous population projections are available in a variety of formats on the ABS web site under catalogue number 3238.0.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0110
	0449.1
	0819
	1020
	1231
	1339

	
	0190
	0449.2
	0820
	1110
	1232
	1390

	
	0200
	0490.1
	0830
	1120
	1233
	1410

	
	0311
	0490.2
	0890
	1130
	1249
	1420

	
	0312
	0711.4
	0911
	1212
	1250
	1430

	
	0320.2
	0712.0
	0919
	1213
	1281
	1490

	
	0320.3
	0720.0
	0922
	1214
	1289
	

	
	0390
	0730.0
	0929
	1219
	1290
	

	
	0439
	0790.0
	0990
	 1222
	1310
	

	
	0441
	0811
	1010
	1223
	1320
	

	Other information:
	Estimates of resident population from this collection may be broken down in some GPC categories to exclusively identify ‘urban’ resident population, ‘non‑urban’ resident population, or ‘aged population’.


	ABS National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey (NATSISS)

	Administering agency:
	Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Cat. no. 4714.0

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data collected by the ABS under the Census and Statistics Act, 1905. Operations of the ABS are to be conducted independently and impartial from political influence.
For information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the legislative obligations of the ABS, financing and governance arrangements, and mechanisms for scrutiny of ABS operations, please see ABS Institutional Environment on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au).

	Relevance:
	Provides information on a range of demographic, social, environmental and economic indicators, including: personal and household characteristics; geography; language and cultural activities; social networks and support; health and disability; education; employment; financial stress; income; transport; personal safety; and housing. 

	Timeliness:
	The NATSISS is conducted every six years. The 2008 survey was conducted from August 2008 to April 2009. Results were released in October 2009.

	Accuracy:
	Estimates are subject to sampling and non‑sampling errors.

The NATSISS is conducted in all states and territories and includes remote and non-remote areas. The 2008 sample was 13 300 persons/6900 households, with a response rate of 82 per cent of households.
The 2008 NATSISS was designed to produce reliable estimates at the national level and for each state and territory. However, there was a relatively large level of undercoverage when compared to other ABS surveys. As undercoverage can result in variances across population characteristics, as well as across data items, caution should be exercised when interpreting the survey results. 

For more information on sampling and non-sampling errors, sample design and undercoverage refer to the chapters on Survey Design and Interpretation of Results in the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey: Users' Guide, 2008 (cat. no. 4720.0).

Some categories of selected data items may not be available for every state/territory due to comparatively small sample sizes. Where this has occurred, footnotes indicate any differences between states/territories. This applies particularly to ACT where, due to small sample size, very little ACT data would otherwise have been released.

	Coherence:
	Supporting documentation is provided to assist in understanding the relationships between data variables within the dataset. Information on comparisons with data from other ABS sources and a full list of data items is available on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au).

	Interpretability:
	The summary publication contains a collection of topics and tables with footnoted data to aid the interpretation of the survey results. Information on the data, terminology, classifications and other associated technical aspects is provided. See the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey, 2008 (Cat. no. 4714.0) for more information on interpretability.

	Accessibility:
	These data are available in a variety of formats on the ABS website under catalogue number 4714.0.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	1339
	
	
	
	
	


	ABS Population Projections, Australia, 2006 to 2101

	Administering agency:
	Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Cat. no. 3222.0, June 2006.

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data collected by the ABS under the Census and Statistics Act, 1905. Operations of the ABS are to be conducted independently and impartial from political influence.

	Relevance:
	Population projections inform on future changes in the population of Australia, such as population growth/decline and changes in age structure, and are therefore used in a variety of key planning decisions. Projections are published for the states, territories, capital cities and balances of state, by single year of age and sex. Projected numbers of births and deaths are published.

	Timeliness:
	ABS population projections are compiled and published twice in each five year period; typically, two and four years following the most recent ABS Census of Population and Housing.

	Accuracy:
	ABS population projections are based on a number of assumptions on future levels of fertility, mortality, net overseas migration and net interstate migration. They are not intended as predictions or forecasts, but are illustrations of growth and change in the population that would occur if the assumptions were to prevail over the projection period. 

While the assumptions are formulated on the basis of an assessment of past demographic trends, both in Australia and overseas, there is no certainty that any of the assumptions will be realised. In addition, the assumptions do not attempt to allow for non-demographic factors (such as major government policy decisions, economic factors, catastrophes, wars, epidemics or significant health treatment improvements) which may affect future demographic behaviour or outcomes.

Data used in the formulation of the assumptions are subject to non-sampling error. For more information on the accuracy of these component data collections see Quality Declaration Summary - Australian Demographic Statistics, Dec 2007 (cat. no. 3101.0).

	Coherence:
	As the assumptions used in each successive set of population projections incorporate recent trends, comparison of data across issues of this publication is not possible.

	Interpretability:
	ABS population projections are not intended as predictions or forecasts, and should not be considered as such. Rather, they are illustrations of growth and change in the population that would occur if the assumptions were to prevail over the projection period. As future levels of fertility, mortality, overseas migration and internal migration are unpredictable, two or more assumptions have been made for each component. These are intended to illustrate a range of possible future outcomes.



	Accessibility:
	ABS Indigenous population projections are available in a variety of formats on the ABS web site under catalogue number 3222.0.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0110
	0449.1
	0819
	1020
	1231
	1339

	
	0190
	0449.2
	0820
	1110
	1232
	1390

	
	0200
	0490.1
	0830
	1120
	1233
	1410

	
	0311
	0490.2
	0890
	1130
	1249
	1420

	
	0312
	0711.4
	0911
	1212
	1250
	1430

	
	0320.2
	0712.0
	0919
	1213
	1281
	1490

	
	0320.3
	0720.0
	0922
	1214
	1289
	

	
	0390
	0730.0
	0929
	1219
	1290
	

	
	0439
	0790.0
	0990
	 1222
	1310
	

	
	0441
	0811
	1010
	1223
	1320
	

	Other information:
	Estimates of resident population from this collection may be broken down in some GPC categories to exclusively identify ‘urban’ resident population, ‘non‑urban’ resident population, or ‘aged population’.


	ABS Schools, Australia

	Administering agency:
	Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Cat. no. 4221.0

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data on government and non-government schools are collected from administrative school enrolment databases and collated by the ABS through the non-finance National Schools Statistics Collection (NSSC). This collection was established through the work of the then Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA). For information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the legislative obligations of the ABS, which cover this collection, please see ABS Institutional Environment on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au).

	Relevance:
	Contains statistics on government and non‑government schools, students and staff, as well as information on the number, age, sex, year/level, Indigenous status, category of school, apparent retention rate and participation rates of students at both the state and national levels. Information on school staff is also published at state and national level. Information on Indigenous status is obtained from school enrolment forms which are generally completed by the primary carer of the child. The NSSC includes people who did not state their Indigenous status in the category ‘non‑Indigenous’. All data are collected to standard classifications as stated in the NSSC Notes, Instructions and Tabulations Manual. Data covers all students enrolled in school, some of whom may be taking a VET course.

	Timeliness:
	The NSSC is based on the national school census that is conducted annually on the first Friday in August by each state and territory department of education and the non-government education systems. Information is disseminated through the ABS website from late January through to March the following year. 

	Accuracy:
	As a census, the NSSC has a high response rate. The time lapse between actual movements of students, and receipt and entry of data about such movements, results in a small percentage of duplication of student records. A small percentage of students may have left school but have not yet had their records altered at the time of the census to reflect this change.

The accuracy of Indigenous identification within the NSSC is not known, and no adjustments have been made to the data to correct for differences in the propensity to identify between jurisdictions. 

	Coherence:
	Data for jurisdictions are comparable and are collected in accordance with national standards. There is some variability in the reporting of Indigenous status, particularly in relation to not stated responses. This may result in some under reporting of Indigenous status, see Appendix 2: Collection of Indigenous Status of Students, 2009 (Cat. no. 4221.0). Before sending data to the ABS, each state education department cleans the data and removes duplicate records so that students are only counted once. Due to the different enrolment systems, the ability to remove duplicates varies among jurisdictions and this may result in over-reporting of school students in some states. Each state government reports on school students. 

	Interpretability:
	Information on the interpretation of results, data sources, terminology, classifications and other aspects associated with these statistics is available on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au), see Schools, Australia (Cat. no. 4221.0).

	Accessibility:
	Predominantly national level information is published in Schools, Australia (Cat. no. 4221.0) on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au). A range of time series data cubes, with a focus on state/territory level information, is also available on the ABS website (www.abs.gov.au).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0411
	0412
	0419
	0432
	
	


	AIHW Aged care packages in the community

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data 

	Series reference:
	Cat. no. AGE 60

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The Department of Health and Ageing’s Aged and Community Care Data Warehouse (ACC Data Warehouse) collects data on Australian Government residential aged care and community care programs. The Department of Health and Ageing (DoHA) have a gatekeeping role over the data and are guided by the provisions of the Aged Care Act 1997. The AIHW have an arrangement to receive and report on the data on an annual basis. 

	Relevance:
	A redevelopment plan to support user needs and interests is currently under way, supported by DoHA funding. Continual improvement for general relevance is in the ongoing strategy. A consultation process with interested parties was held in 2009 about content and needs in the publication, which should flow through in future years with continuing consultation.

	Timeliness:
	Because a large amount of the ACC Data Warehouse data is obtained from payment systems and the data base is incrementally updated almost continuously, the timeliness of this data set is excellent. The AIHW receive the updated database in October/November each year for reporting at 30 June in the following year. 

	Accuracy:
	The depth and range of detail allows for a wide range of reporting to give a good first impression of the structure of the residential aged care system with profiles of the key elements, activities and measurements of the ‘system’.

	Coherence:
	The ACC Data Warehouse is a rich source of information as a standalone reference and recent success in data linkage has widened the extent to which this can inform research and policy decisions.

	Interpretability:
	The goal of the publication is to provide a good overview of the system and the stability of this view is supported by the time series being developed. However, wider reference to published material and the DoHA website are necessary to strengthen interpretability.

	Accessibility
	Strong privacy protections apply to these data in the form of unit records, with DoHA controlling the release of information. AIHW will occasionally release information provided that any possible privacy issues are first cleared with DoHA. In theory, a wide range of aggregate reporting is possible with little impediment other than time and resources considerations. There is opportunity for the processes of ad hoc, timely reporting to be refined.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0622
	
	
	
	
	


	AIHW Child protection collection

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Child welfare series

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data collected by the AIHW under the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Act 1987. The Act outlines the health and welfare functions of the AIHW and the manner in which it operates.

	Relevance:
	The national collection provides comprehensive statistical information on state and territory child protection and support services, and some of the characteristics of the children within these systems. States and territories provide annual aggregate data for six national child protection sub-collections:

Notifications, investigations and substantiations

Care and protection orders

Out-of-home care

Foster carers 

Relative/kinship carers

Intensive family support services.

	Timeliness:
	Child Protection Australia 2010–11 is the fifteenth annual comprehensive child protection report.

	Accuracy:
	All data within this collection are drawn from state and territory child protection administrative data sets according to nationally agreed definitions and technical specifications. Also, the legislation, policies and procedures of each State and Territory should be taken into account when interpreting these data as they may not be directly comparable. 

	Coherence:
	As mentioned, data coherence (and interpretation) is dependent on the differences in child protection legislation operating across jurisdictions. An understanding of the differences in legislation is therefore required in order to make informed judgements in respect of the data. Information is provided in the AIHW Child welfare series available on the AIHW website. 

	Interpretability:
	All data within this report are drawn from state and territory child protection administrative data sets according to nationally agreed definitions and technical specifications 

Information on the data sources, methodology, terminology, classifications and other aspects associated with these statistics is available on the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au). 

	Accessibility
	Child protection information and reports are available from the AIHW website.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0621.2
	0621.3
	
	
	
	


	AIHW Disability Services NMDS/ Commonwealth State Territory Disability Agreement (CSTDA) 

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	National minimum data set (NMDS)

	Series reference:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s Disability series

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	From 1 July 2009, the CSTDA NMDS is referred to as the Disability Services NMDS though there are no changes to the structure or content of the NMDS. 

 Data collected by the AIHW under the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Act 1987. The Act outlines the health and welfare functions of the AIHW and the manner in which it operates. 

	Relevance:
	The Disability services National Minimum Data Set (DS NMDS) and its national collection is: 

· a set of nationally significant data items or pieces of information that are collected in all Australian jurisdictions 

· an agreed method of collection and transmission.

	Timeliness:
	The purpose of the DS NMDS collection is to facilitate the annual collation of nationally comparable data about DS-funded services and to obtain reliable, consistent data with minimal load on the disability services field. Under the DS, Disability Administrators in all Australian jurisdictions are responsible for ensuring that DS NMDS information will be comparable across all jurisdictions and years. 

	Accuracy:
	Data are compiled from information provided by DS funded agencies on a nationally comparable basis. Most jurisdictions have set their reporting period (and will therefore ask for information to be transmitted) at the end of each financial year quarter. Some will still only require information to be transmitted at the end of a financial year.

	Coherence:
	The year 2007–08 marked the nominal end of the third Commonwealth State/Territory Disability Agreement (2002–2007) for the funding of specialist disability services. Under that Agreement, the Australian, State and Territory governments have contributed data to the CSTDA National Minimum Data Set. The National Minimum Data Set and companion annual report, Disability support services, have served as key elements of the evidence base on disability services in Australia. 
On 1 January 2009 a new National Disability Agreement came into effect, heralding reforms in service planning and delivery and new information requirements. The existing DS National Minimum Data Set, known from 1 July 2009 as the Disability Services National Minimum Data Set, will continue to serve as the national repository of data on specialist disability services. Continuous improvement in data quality and timeliness remains a key priority, along with a new emphasis on developing data that reflect changes in funding and service models.

	Interpretability:
	The DS NMDS is a continuation of the previous CSTDA NMDS and it is a national collection that has: 

· a set of nationally significant data items or pieces of information that are collected in all Australian jurisdictions.

· an agreed method of collection and transmission.
Further information about the DS NMDS and the data guide is available from the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au). 

	Accessibility
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s Disability series is available from the AIHW website.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0623
	
	
	
	
	


	AIHW Expenditure on health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people report 

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	Health expenditure collection

	Series reference:
	AIHW Cat. no. HWE 53 and 54

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data incorporated into the health expenditure database are collected from multiple providers including Commonwealth Departments (for example, the Department of Health and Ageing, and the Department of Veterans’ Affairs), states and territories, and the private sector health authorities. These data cover all areas of health expenditure, including admitted patients, medical services and pharmaceutical services.

The data are collected by the AIHW under the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Act 1987. Detailed information about the legislative obligations of the AIHW is available on the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au).

	Relevance:
	Health expenditure estimates for Indigenous Australians have been produced at varying intervals since 1998. Estimates are provided across sectors (government and non-government), on the basis of which sector provides funding (Australian, State or Territory government) and which sector expends the funds, disaggregated by area of expenditure.

	Timeliness:
	Estimates on health expenditure for Indigenous Australians are published on a biennial basis. Estimates for 2004
‑05 were published in 2008 and those for 2006‑07 were published in 2009. The latest report, which presents data for 2008‑09, was released in June 2011. A more detailed analysis of expenditure by remoteness and diseases was published in November 2011.

	Accuracy:
	Indigenous Australians are under-identified in service use data, which means that available data must be ‘scaled up’. As a result, the estimates may slightly overestimate or underestimate the actual level of health expenditure.
To address this, the AIHW uses specialised methods to improve the accuracy and quality of health expenditure estimates for Indigenous Australians. In 2009, Medicare Voluntary Indigenous Identification (VII) data was used to improve the accuracy of the estimates on MBS and PBS components of health expenditure for Indigenous Australians.

In doing this work, the AIHW is advised by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander expert Technical Advisory Group (TAG), which includes stakeholders across jurisdictions and government bodies. The group provides advice on specialised methods and geographic frameworks on which to estimate all areas of health expenditure for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 
The AIHW undertakes the validation of data including comparisons across jurisdictions and over time to ensure that these data are accurate and of high quality. 

	Coherence:
	Due to the methodological changes in the Expenditure on health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 2008‑09, users are advised to exercise care when comparing the 2008-09 estimates with those in earlier reports.

Since the 2004-05 report, the expenditure on high‑care residential aged care services was reclassified from ‘health services’ to ‘welfare services’. As a result, comparison between estimates over time should be based on estimates provided in the 2006‑07 and 2008‑09 report. 

	Interpretability:
	Information on the data sources, methodology, terminology, classifications and other aspects associated with these statistics is available on the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au). 

	Accessibility
	Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health expenditure are available on the AIHW website as part of published outputs and as data cubes.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0511
	0541
	0549.2
	0550
	0560.3

	
	0512
	0542
	0549.3
	0560.1
	0570

	
	0520
	0549.1
	0549.4
	0560.2
	0590.2


	AIHW Housing Assistance in Australia, 2011

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	AIHW Cat. no. HOU 236

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data collected by the AIHW under the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Act 1987. The Act outlines the health and welfare functions of the AIHW and the manner in which it operates.

	Relevance:
	Data presented in the report are for the first complete year of the National Affordable Housing Agreement (NAHA), 2009–10 (COAG 2009b), and cover the housing assistance programs for which data are held by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW).

	Timeliness:
	The first Housing Assistance in Australia report was produced in 2008. The current report is the second iteration and compiles data from a number of collections using 2009-10 data. Data for intervening years were obtained via data request. 

	Accuracy:
	For the most part, the data presented in this report are for the first complete year of the NAHA, 2009–10. Data are presented for those housing assistance programs for which data are held by the AIHW. Specifically, this includes: 

• public rental housing 

• state owned and managed Indigenous housing 

• mainstream community housing 

• Indigenous community housing 

• Commonwealth Rent Assistance 

• Private Rent Assistance 

• Home Purchase Assistance. 

	Coherence:
	Housing assistance in Australia 2011 is a compendium style publication which provides readers with information about housing assistance in each segment of the housing sector. The data sets used in this report each have specific quality issues. More information can be found at www.aihw.gov.au for the following collections:
· Public rental housing and SOMIH data

· Mainstream community housing data

· Indigenous community housing data

· National Social Housing Survey data

	Interpretability:
	Information about public and community housing is available from the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au).

	Accessibility
	These data reports are available from the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au) or can be accessed via request.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0711.1
	0711.2
	
	
	
	


	AIHW Juvenile Justice National Minimum Data Set 


(JJ NMDS)

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s Juvenile justice series

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The Juvenile justice series contains data from the Juvenile Justice National Minimum Data Set (JJ NMDS), which is a joint project between the Australasian Juvenile Justice Administrators (AJJA) and the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW).

The AIHW is an Australian Government statutory authority accountable to Parliament and operates under the provisions of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Act 1987. This Act ensures that the data collections managed by the AIHW are kept securely and under strict conditions with respect to privacy and confidentiality. 

The AIHW is the custodian of the data collected for the purposes of the JJ NMDS. Custodianship entails responsibility for the protection, storage, analysis and dissemination of data in accordance with the purpose for which the data were collected, the AIHW Act 1987 and other relevant privacy principles.

Data for the JJ NMDS were extracted from the administrative systems of the State and Territory government departments responsible for juvenile justice. These agencies compiled, edited and verified the data, and supplied a final data set to the AIHW for further verification, national collation and analysis.

	Relevance:
	The JJ NMDS is a unit record data collection that contains information on all young people who were supervised by juvenile justice agencies in Australia (both in the community and in detention) where they have committed or allegedly committed an offence between the ages of 10 and 17 years or have committed or committed an offence when aged over 17 years and were treated as a young person due to their vulnerability or immaturity. Consequently, there may be young people in the data set aged 18 years or over.

The JJ NMDS does not contain information on young people in the juvenile justice system who are serving an unsupervised order or who are supervised by agencies other than juvenile justice agencies. 

	Timeliness:
	The JJ NMDS was implemented in 2004 and data are available from the 2000–01 period. Data for the JJ NMDS are compiled and reported on an annual basis. 

The report containing data from the 2009–10 collection was released in October 2011. 

	Accuracy:
	Overall, the quality of data in the JJ NMDS is good. Around 3 per cent of young people who were under supervision during 2007–08 and 8 per cent of all young people since 2000–01 have an unknown Indigenous status. For all other variables, the amount of missing data is less than 0.1 per cent. 

As juvenile justice is the responsibility of State and Territory governments in Australia, legislation and policy varies across jurisdictions, and this may affect the comparability of data. Information about the juvenile justice policy context in each State and Territory are summarised in the report Juvenile justice in Australia, and further information is available from the relevant State and Territory departments.

	Coherence:
	The JJ NMDS consists of a set of national data items that are collected in all States and Territories. Definitions and counting rules were agreed to by all State and Territory juvenile justice departments and the AIHW. Consistent data are available for the period 2000–01 to 2007–08.

Where relevant, data items are based on national community services data standards to enable comparability between collections. Existing national standard classifications are used where possible. The JJ NMDS also includes a statistical linkage key that allows records to be linked across states and territories and with other data collections that contain the same linkage key.

	Interpretability:
	Information that is publicly available to aid the interpretation of JJ NMDS data includes the annual AIHW report Juvenile justice in Australia (available from the AIHW website) and the data specifications in METeOR, the AIHW’s online metadata registry.

As juvenile justice is the responsibility of State and Territory governments in Australia, legislation and policy varies across jurisdictions, and this may affect the comparability of data. Information about the juvenile justice policy context in each State and Territory are summarised in the report Juvenile justice in Australia, and further information is available from the relevant State and Territory departments.

	Accessibility
	The AIHW produces annual reports from the JJ NMDS titled Juvenile justice in Australia, which are available for free download from the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au). Additional data are also available from the website, including State and Territory appendixes and other supplementary tables.

JJ NMDS data are also used in the Productivity Commission’s annual Report on Government Services (RoGS) and for the Juveniles in Detention Monitoring Program conducted by the Australian Institute of Criminology.

Researchers may apply to AIHW and AJJA for access to unpublished JJ NMDS data. Information about requesting unpublished data, including procedures and request forms, is available from the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0330.1
	
	
	
	
	


	AIHW Residential aged care in Australia 2007-08

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Cat. no. AGE 58

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The Department of Health and Ageing’s Aged and Community Care Data Warehouse (ACC Data Warehouse) collects data on the residential aged care and community care Commonwealth Programs. The Department of Health and Ageing (DoHA) have a gate keeping role over the data and are guided by the provisions of the Aged Care Act 1997. The AIHW have an arrangement to receive and report on the data on an annual basis. 

	Relevance:
	A redevelopment plan to support user needs and interests is currently under way, supported by DoHA funding. Continual improvement for general relevance is in the ongoing strategy. A consultation process with interested parties was held in 2009 about content and needs in the publication, which should flow through in future years with continuing consultation.

	Timeliness:
	Because a large amount of the ACC Data Warehouse data is obtained from payment systems and the data base is incrementally updated almost continuously, the timeliness of this data set is excellent. The AIHW receive the updated database in October/November each year for reporting at 30 June in the following year.

	Accuracy:
	The depth and range of detail in the files allows for a wide range of reporting to give a good first impression of the structure of the residential aged care system with profiles of the key elements, activities and measurements of the ‘system’.

	Coherence:
	The ACC Data Warehouse is a rich source of information about the Aged Care System as a standalone reference but recent success in data linkage has widened considerably the extent to which activity may inform research and policy decisions.

	Interpretability:
	The goal of the publication is to provide an overview of the system and is supported by the time series which are being developed. However, wider reference to published material and the DoHA website (www.health.gov.au) are necessary to help strengthen interpretability of data.

	Accessibility
	Strong privacy protections apply to these data in the form of unit records and DoHA controlling the release of information. The AIHW will, on occasion, release information provided that any possible privacy issues are cleared with DoHA. In theory, a wide range of aggregate reporting is possible with little impediment other than time and resources considerations. The processes for ad hoc, timely reporting could perhaps be refined.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0530
	0622
	
	
	
	


	AIHW Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) National Data Collection

	Administering agency:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Data collected by the AIHW under the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Act 1987. The Act outlines the health and welfare functions of the AIHW and the manner in which it operates.

	Relevance:
	The Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) was established in 1985 to consolidate a number of Commonwealth, State and Territory government programs assisting people experiencing homelessness and those at risk of homelessness, including women escaping domestic violence.

The SAAP National Data Collection was established in July 1996 to provide information necessary to assist in the planning, monitoring and evaluation of the SAAP program. The National Data Collection is a nationally consistent information system combining information from SAAP agencies and State/Territory and Australian Government funding departments. 

The SAAP National Data Collection Agency (NDCA) has been reporting on SAAP since 1996 and much of the information collected is available from NDCA reports. The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare fulfils the role of the National Data Collection Agency (NDCA) and manages the collection. 
From 1 July 2011, the Specialist Homelessness Services (SHS) collection replaced the Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP). The final SAAP collection reports will be published in early 2012.

	Timeliness:
	The AIHW produces SAAP National Data Collection reports annually. 

	Accuracy:
	Currently there is no accurate measure of the proportion of people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness who make contact with a specialist homelessness agency. While the SAAP NDC provides reliable estimates of those using homelessness services, it should not be interpreted as representing the entire population of those who are homeless or at risk of homelessness (for example, see Chamberlain & MacKenzie 2008). 

The SAAP NDC is designed to capture the government response to homelessness and therefore service providers who do not receive government funding are excluded. Further, the collection is focused on services provided by ‘specialist homelessness agencies’—those that specifically target and provide services to people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness—and more general service providers are not included.

	Coherence:
	The approaches to delivering homelessness services vary between jurisdictions. As such, an understanding of these differences is required in order to make informed judgements about the data. More Information is provided in the SAAP annual reports produced by the AIHW.

	Interpretability:
	The SAAP NMDS is compiled by collating information provided by agencies across Australia and by State and Territory community service departments, and is stored in the SAAP National Data Collection Agency database. The data are collected using nationally agreed definitions and technical specifications.

Information about SAAP is available from the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au). 

	Accessibility
	Outputs from the SAAP program are available from the AIHW website.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0629.1
	0621.4
	
	
	
	


	Australian Government administrative data for child support (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Department of Human Services — Child Support Agency (CSA)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Child support programs are administered by the CSA, which was created to administer the Child Support (Registration and Collection) Act 1988 and the Child Support (Assessment) Act 1989.

CSA collects, processes, stores, uses and disseminates personal information for each of its customers in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988.

	Relevance:
	Aggregated datasets are prepared for administered payments, which focuses on individuals currently in receipt of assistance.

	Timeliness:
	The reference year for all statistics covers a financial year period (1 July to 30 June).

	Accuracy:
	The data set allows for the identification of the number of customers of child support payments. 

The data set is based on self‑identification and hence the accuracy of the data on Indigenous service users is dependent on Indigenous Australians’ willingness to identify as Indigenous. 

	Coherence:
	Data from the CSA administrative system only contains data collected for administering payments, which focuses on individuals currently in receipt of assistance and their duration on their current payment. 

	Interpretability:
	Data are provided from CSA administrative systems. The data are collected to agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by Centrelink.

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated datasets on child support payments are published annually in Child Support Scheme Facts and Figures released jointly by Australian Government agencies and departments with responsibilities under the Child Support Scheme, and is available on the CSA website (www.csa.gov.au/publications).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0621.3
	
	
	
	
	


	Australian Government administrative data for employment services (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Employment assistance programs are administered by DEEWR. 

Job seekers access employment services via referral by Centrelink. The type of employment services provided by Job Services Australia is determined based on the outcome of employment assessments under the Job Seeker Classification Instrument, Job Capacity Assessment or the Employment Services Assessment. 

Centrelink is an Australian Government agency within the Human Services portfolio that administer employment services on behalf of DEEWR. Service level agreements are in place which specifically define Centrelink’s responsibilities as an agent for these client organisations. As a service provider, Centrelink collects, stores, uses and disseminates personal information for each of its customers in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988. 

	Relevance:
	Aggregated datasets on expenditure and service users of employment assistance and training programs are available for the following services:

· Job Services Australia

· Job Capacity Assessment

· Disability Employment Services. 

	Timeliness:
	The reference year for all statistics covers a financial year period (1 July to 30 June).

	Accuracy:
	The data set allows for the identification of the number of users of employment services. 

The data set is based on self‑identification and hence the accuracy of the data on Indigenous service users is dependent on Indigenous Australians’ willingness to identify as Indigenous. 

	Coherence:
	Data from the DEEWR administrative system only contains data collected for administering payments, which focuses on individuals currently in receipt of employment assistance and their duration of receiving the service. 

	Interpretability:
	Data are provided from DEEWR administrative systems. The data are collected to agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by Centrelink.

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated datasets on employment services are available from DEEWR on request.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0623
	1339
	
	
	
	


	Australian Government administrative data for income support payments (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Attorney‑General’s Department (AGD)

Centrelink

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR)
Department of Industry, Innovation Science, Research and Tertiary Education (DIISRTE)
Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA)
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Income support programs are administered by a number of Australian Government departments.

Centrelink is an Australian Government agency within the Human Services portfolio that administers a range of services on behalf of a number of other agencies, including FaHCSIA and DEEWR. Service level agreements are in place that define Centrelink’s responsibilities as an agent for these client organisations. As a service provider, Centrelink collects, processes, stores, uses and disseminates personal information for each of its customers in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988.

	Relevance:
	Aggregated datasets on income support payments are available for the following payments:

· assistance to veterans’ and dependants — DVA income support pension, war widow pension, disability pension and other allowances 
· assistance to people with a disability — carer allowance, carer payment, disability support pension, carer supplement, wife pension DSP, mobility allowance and child disability assistance payment
· assistance to the aged — age pension, senior supplement, utility allowance and wife pension (age)
· assistance to the unemployed — Newstart allowance, youth allowance (other), partner allowance and sickness allowance

· assistance to families and children — baby bonus, paid parental leave, parenting payment, family tax benefit part A, family tax benefit part B, maternity immunisation allowance and assistance for isolated children

· assistance to widows, deserted wives, divorcees and orphans — bereavement allowance, double orphan pension, widow allowance and widow ‘B’ pension

· concessions and allowances to low‑income earners — concession benefits provided to people eligible for concession cards, health care cards and pensioner concession cards

· assistance to the vulnerable and people in special circumstances — special benefits, crisis payments and Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment.

	Timeliness:
	The reference period for all statistics is as at 30 June.

	Accuracy:
	The data set allows for the identification of the number of recipients for each type of income support payments and, for some income support payment types, the average payment per person. 

The data set is based on self‑identification and hence the accuracy of the data on Indigenous service users is dependent on Indigenous Australians’ willingness to identify as Indigenous. 

	Coherence:
	Data from the Centrelink administrative system only contains data collected for administered payments, which focuses on individuals currently in receipt of assistance and their duration on their current payment. Changes in program structures may result in changes in eligible populations, and potentially impacting on data comparability over time. 

Higher level analysis of income support payments over time and across payments can be done by accessing the FaHCSIA Longitudinal Data Set. 

	Interpretability:
	Data are obtained from Centrelink administrative systems. The data are collected to agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by Centrelink.

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated datasets on income support payments are available from Centrelink on request. 

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0610
	0629.2
	0690
	
	
	


	Australian Government administrative data for rental assistance (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR)

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA)

Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Rental assistance is a supplementary payment included in the calculation of primary income support payment or family tax benefit. 

Centrelink is an Australian Government agency within the Human Services portfolio that administer rental assistance payment on behalf of DEEWR, FaHCSIA and DVA. Service level agreements are in place which specifically define Centrelink’s responsibilities as an agent for these client organisations. As a service provider, Centrelink collects, stores, uses and disseminates personal information for each of its customers in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988.

	Relevance:
	Rental assistance payments are included in the following primary income support payment:

· family tax benefit A

· age pension

· bereavement allowance 

· carer payment

· disability support pension

· special benefit

· widow B pension

· wife pension (age)

· wife pension (DSP)

· Austudy

· ABSTUDY

· mature age allowance

· newstart allowance

· parenting payment (single)

· parenting payment (partnered)

· partner allowance

· sickness allowance

· widow allowance

· youth allowance

· payments under the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986. 

	Timeliness:
	The reference period for all statistics is as at 30 June.

	Accuracy:
	The data set allows the identification of the income unit or number of rental assistance recipients for primary income support payments or family tax benefit. 

The data set is based on self‑identification and hence the accuracy of the data on Indigenous service users is dependent on Indigenous Australians willingness to identify as Indigenous.

	Coherence:
	Data from the Centrelink administrative system only contains data collected for administering payments, which focuses on individuals currently in receipt of assistance and their duration on their current payment. Changes in program structures may result in changes in eligible populations, and potentially impacting on data comparability over time. 

	Interpretability:
	Data are obtained from Centrelink administrative systems. the data are collected to agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by Centrelink. 

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated datasets on income support payments are available from Centrelink on request. 

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0711.3
	
	
	
	
	


	Australian Government administrative data for student financial assistance (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR)

Centrelink

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Student financial assistance payments are administered by DEEWR.

Centrelink is an Australian Government agency within the Human Services portfolio that administers student financial assistance services on behalf of DEEWR. Service level agreements are in place that define Centrelink’s responsibilities as an agent for these client organisations. As a service provider, Centrelink collects, processes, stores, uses and disseminates personal information for each of its customers in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988.

	Relevance:
	Aggregated datasets on student financial assistance include ABSTUDY, Austudy, youth allowance (student), fare allowance and pensioner education supplement. 

	Timeliness:
	The reference period for all statistics is as at 30 June.

	Accuracy:
	The data set allows for the identification of the number of recipients for each type of student financial assistance payments. 

The data set is based on self‑identification and hence the accuracy of the data on Indigenous service users is dependent on Indigenous Australians’ willingness to identify as Indigenous. 

	Coherence:
	Data from the Centrelink administrative system only contains data collected for administered payments, which focuses on individuals currently in receipt of assistance and their duration on their current payment. Changes in program structures may result in changes in eligible populations and potentially impact on data comparability over time. 

	Interpretability:
	Data are obtained from Centrelink administrative systems. The data are collected to agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by Centrelink.

	Accessibility
	Aggregated datasets on income support payments are available from Centrelink on request. 

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0490
	0490.1
	0490.2
	
	
	


	Australian Government Ageing and Aged Care data warehouse

	Administering agency:
	Department of Health and Ageing (DoHA)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative collection

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	Approved aged care service providers submit data to Medicare Australia to claim subsidies from the Australian Government for services delivered under the Aged Care Act 1997 and Aged Care Principles. These data are provided to the DoHA and are stored in the Ageing and Aged Care data warehouse. 

	Relevance:
	Aggregated datasets on aged care are available for the following services:

residential care
· Community Aged Care Packages
· Extended Aged Care at Home
· Extended Aged Care at Home — Dementia
· Transition care program
· Other flexible care services.

	Timeliness:
	Medicare Australia provides recipient data to DoHA weekly and numbers are considered complete in the month after the period in question. On occasion a small percentage of late data are received from Medicare Australia.

The reference period for all statistics is as at 30 June. 

	Accuracy:
	Funding to aged care service providers under the Act and the Principles is contingent on their submitting claims to Medicare Australia. Service providers’ claims are audited annually.

Approximately one tenth of one per cent of all Community Aged Care Package recipients has an unspecified Indigenous status. These unspecified responses are distributed across the states and territories.

	Coherence:
	The data are consistent and comparable over time.

	Interpretability:
	Data are obtained from the ageing and age care data warehouse. The data are collected to agreed definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by Medicare Australia. 

Further information on definitions is available in the: Aged Care Act 1997 and Aged Care Principles; the draft Community Package Care Guidelines 2007; and the Residential Care Manual.

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated data items are published in the AIHW aged care statistic series and available from DoHA on request. 

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0622
	0530
	
	
	
	


	CGC Criminal Court Appearances Collection (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Commonwealth Grants Commission (CGC)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The CGC is a statutory authority whose role is to advise the Australian Government on the appropriate distribution of the GST revenue among the States. As part of their 2010 Review Report, the CGC collected the number of criminal court defendants from each State and Territory.

	Relevance:
	The data collected were used to determine the national average use rates of adjudicated defendants. The data were disaggregated by the age, sex and Indigenous status of the defendant.

	Timeliness:
	The reference year for the data was the 2008-09 financial year. However, one State was only able to provide data for the first six months of the financial year. This is the last time the CGC will ask States for these data.

	Accuracy:
	Accuracy of the data is subject to the existing administrative systems and practices for each jurisdiction. However, internal data quality checks are performed by CGC staff to improve accuracy.

A number of States do not collect the Indigenous status of court defendants. Those States apportioned criminal court defendants using corrective services Indigenous proportions.

	Coherence:
	Data are provided from State and Territory government administrative systems. The data are collected to agreed standard definitions.

	Interpretability:
	To ensure consistency across States, the CGC asked States to employ the same counting methods as either the data they provide to the ABS on the number of criminal court defendants or they data provide to the Productivity Commission on the number of criminal court lodgements.

	Accessibility:
	These data are not publically available but each State and Territory has given permission for the data to be used as part of the Indigenous Expenditure Report.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0311
	0320.1
	
	
	
	


	DEEWR Australian Government Childcare Provider Survey (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The Australian Government Child Care Provider Survey (AGCCPS) was conducted for the first time in 2008‑09 and replaces the Australian Government Census of Child Care Services (AGCCCS) as the source for data that was not available from Australian Government administrative sources. 

The AGCCCS was last conducted in 2006 and has been discontinued.

	Relevance:
	The AGCCPS collects information on Indigeneity, children with special needs, and staff in Australian Government approved child care services.

	Timeliness:
	Data were collected from child care services during a sample week in November 2008 for all service types except vacation care. Data on vacation care services were collected in a sample week during school holidays (which varied across jurisdictions) in June and July 2008.

	Accuracy:
	For consistency, the same information was collected in the AGCCPS as in the AGCCCS. 

Although data from the AGCCPS and AGCCCS are weighted for the full population of services, variation in the response rates and different weighting methods affect the comparability of data across the collections.

	Coherence:
	The Steering Committee will prepare a coherence statement, in consultation with DEEWR, for future reports.

	Interpretability:
	The Steering Committee will prepare an interpretability statement, in consultation with SCRGSP, for future reports.

	Accessibility:
	Summary results of the AGCCPS are published annually in the Report on Government Services (chapter 3)

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0621.1
	
	
	
	
	


	DEEWR Higher Education Statistics Collection

	Administering agency:
	Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative collection

	Series reference:
	Not applicable

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The Higher Education Statistics Collection (HESC) is an administrative collection of data from higher education institutions prepared by the Higher Education Group of DEEWR.

	Relevance:
	The statistics collection relates to the provision of higher education in all Australian universities and includes information on enrolments (age, sex, aboriginality, country of birth), student load and completions.

Data are reported in numbers and Equivalent Full‑time Student Load.

	Timeliness:
	Statistics are collected annually.

The reference year for all statistics from 2005 covers a calendar year period (1 January to 31 December).

Statistical publications are released in September of the year following the reference year.

	Accuracy:
	Institutions receive detailed documentation about what information is required. Universities design and produce their own statistical information enrolment forms to collect the required information from students.

	Coherence:
	DEEWR provides institutions with suggested wording for questions relating to Indigenous status, language spoken at home and disability.

	Interpretability:
	Information about HESC is available from the DEEWR website (www.deewr.gov.au).

	Accessibility:
	Publications and data tables are also available on the DEEWR website. Aggregated datasets (zipped files for enrolments, student load, and completions) and DestPac metadata links are provided. Other data are available on request.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0421
	0429
	
	
	
	


	DEEWR National Preschool Census

	Administering agency:
	Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Not applicable

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The National Preschool Census is conducted by Data Analysis Australia on behalf of DEEWR. Approval for the National Preschool Census is obtained from the Statistical Clearing House (Australian Government Statistical Clearing House Approval Number 01501 – 03).

	Relevance:
	Includes data on preschool enrolments at government and non‑government preschools. Individual information on age, gender, total hours of enrolment and sessional participation was collected for Indigenous students. Total enrolment counts by age and gender were also collected for all students. The number of absences during census week — for both Indigenous and non‑Indigenous students — is also collected.

	Timeliness:
	The National Preschool Census collects enrolment and staffing data on preschools in respect of the week ending the first Friday of August each year. The data are collected between August and October each year. The final report is not published until March or April the following year.

	Accuracy:
	3200 non‑government and 1500 government preschools are in scope. The response rate from the non‑government census is greater than 95 per cent and 100 per cent from the government jurisdictions.

The collection covers government preschools that are included on each jurisdiction's census list. Non‑government establishments involved in the provision of preschool education, registered preschools and centres offering an educational program are also included.

The collection counts students as enrolled if they were on the roll during the census week and had attended a preschool education program in the last month.

	Coherence:
	This report presents uniform national information collected through a variety of census arrangements in each State and Territory. Preschool arrangements differ between states and territories, particularly in relation to enrolment age, so caution must be exercised in making direct comparisons.
The National Indigenous Preschool Census, which was conducted from 1983 onwards, was expanded in 2005 to include all students. Comparable Indigenous data are available from 2001 onwards.

	Interpretability:
	The report includes a description of the collection methodology and a copy of definitions and questions used in the census.

	Accessibility:
	Copies of the final report are available from DEEWR on request.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0431
	
	
	
	
	


	DoHA Home and Community Care Minimum Data Set

	Administering agency:
	Department of Health and Ageing (DoHA)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative collection

	Series reference:
	

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The Home and Community Care (HACC) program is funded and governed through a cooperative working agreement between the Australian, State and Territory governments.

Service providers receiving funding under the HACC program are required to provide data to populate the HACC Minimum Data Set (MDS) to the State and Territory governments. This is supplied to the National Data Repository managed by the Department of Health and Ageing.

	Relevance:
	In 2010‑11, 97 per cent of all providers receiving funding under the HACC program submitted data to the HACC MDS. There is no information on the size of service provision for the missing agencies so it is difficult to assess the impact on the completeness of client data.

	Timeliness:
	State and Territory governments submit quarterly reports to the HACC National Data Repository. Summary data are published annually.

	Accuracy:
	Around 10 per cent of HACC data is missing Indigenous status information.

	Coherence:
	The data items are consistent and comparable over time.

	Interpretability:
	Further information on definitions is available from the HACC Data Dictionary on the AIHW website (www.aihw.gov.au).

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated data items are published in the Report on Government Services and HACC MDS Statistical Bulletin (Department of Health and Ageing) on an annual basis.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0622
	
	
	
	
	


	National Legal Aid Statistics

	Administering agency:
	National Legal Aid 

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The National Legal Aid Statistics are collected from the eight independent Legal Aid Commissions in Australia, one in each of the states and territories.

The Grants and National Statistics Working Group (GNSWG) is responsible for data development, consistency of definitions for reporting under the National Partnership Agreement and developing National Legal Aid Statistics. 

	Relevance:
	The National Legal Aid Statistics collect data on the number of legal aid applications approved in each state and territory and details of age, sex, law type and Indigenous status. 

	Timeliness:
	The reference year for all statistics covers a financial year period (1 July to 30 June)

	Accuracy:
	The data set allows the identification of the number of legal aid applications approved. 

The data set is based on self‑identification and hence accuracy of the data on Indigenous service users is dependent on Indigenous Australians’ willingness to identify as Indigenous.

	Coherence:
	Data from the administrative systems of Legal Aid Commissions in Australia contains data for administering legal aid applications. 

	Interpretability:
	The Legal Aid Commissions across Australia upload data on a monthly basis, which is consolidated by the Secretariat of National Legal Aid. The data are collected to agreed definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by the GNSWG. 

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated datasets on National Legal Aid Statistics are available from the National Legal Aid website www.nla.aust.net.au. 

More recent data are also available from the National Legal Aid on request. 

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0320.3
	
	
	
	
	


	NCVER Apprentices and trainees data collection

	Administering agency:
	National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	VOCSTATS is available from www.ncver.edu.au

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The national VET statistics program is overseen by the National Training Statistics Committee, chaired by a state or territory chief executive officer, with representation from each of the state training authorities, the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, the Australian Bureau of Statistics, a representative nominated by the National Industry Skills Committee and the Managing Director of the NCVER. NCVER serves as the secretariat to the committee.

	Relevance:
	The NCVER Apprentices and trainees collection includes all persons employed under contracts of training — apprentices, Australian Traineeship System trainees and trainees in other relevant forms of employment‑based training.

The collection provides data for numbers of apprentices and trainees, not hours of training. Data are disaggregated by State and Territory, and Indigenous status.

	Timeliness:
	The NCVER Apprentices and trainees collection provides quarterly data submitted by all states and territories, published approximately five months following the end of the quarter.

	Accuracy:
	The Australian Vocational Education and Training Management Information Statistical Standard (AVETMISS) provides a national framework for the consistent collection and dissemination of vocational education and training (VET) information throughout Australia. The NCVER, under direction and with endorsement from the National Training and Statistics Committee and National Senior Officials Committee, has developed the AVETMISS Apprentice and Trainee Collection Specifications: Release 6.0, which provides a national framework for the collection and dissemination of information considered necessary for consistent and accurate measurement of apprentice and trainee activity in Australia.

	Coherence:
	The NCVER Apprentices and trainees collection provides data relating to apprentice and trainee activity (such as commencements, completions and in‑training) based on the date of effect rather than the date of processing. Due to lags in processing, the most recent figures in the collection are estimated. The estimation method involves weighting recently processed numbers based on average reporting lags.

	Interpretability:
	NCVER’s Estimation of apprentice and trainee statistics (Item 2267) provides information on the methodology used to estimate apprentice and trainee statistics.

NCVER’s publishes Apprentice and trainees Terms and Definitions each quarter (currently Item 2257) as a ‘support document’ to assist users of the Apprentice and Trainee report to understand specific data terms used within it. Notes on tables also aid the interpretation of the data.

	Accessibility:
	Published data are available on the NCVER website (www.ncver.edu.au). Unpublished data are available, upon registration, via VOCSTATS from the NCVER website (www.ncver.edu.au).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	1331
	
	
	
	
	


	NCVER Students and courses collection

	Administering agency:
	National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	VOCSTATS is available from www.ncver.edu.au

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The national VET statistics program is overseen by the National Training Statistics Committee, chaired by a state or territory chief executive officer, with representation from each of the state training authorities, the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, the Australian Bureau of Statistics, a representative nominated by the National Industry Skills Committee and the Managing Director of NCVER. NCVER serves as the secretariat to the committee.

	Relevance:
	The NCVER Students and courses collection includes data for numbers of students and hours of study, disaggregated by State and Territory, and Indigenous status.

	Timeliness:
	The NCVER Students and courses collection publishes an annual report approximately six months following the end of the calendar year. Financial year data estimates can be compiled by taking the average of two calendar years, however this can only be achieved for the financial year preceding the year of the Indigenous Expenditure Report.

	Accuracy:
	The Australian Vocational Education and Training Management Information Statistical Standard (AVETMISS) provides a national framework for the consistent collection and dissemination of vocational education and training (VET) information throughout Australia. The NCVER, under direction and with endorsement from the National Training and Statistics Committee and National Senior Officials Committee, has developed the AVETMISS Students and Courses Collection Specifications: Release 6.0, which provides a national framework for the collection and dissemination of information considered necessary for consistent and accurate measurement of apprentice and trainee activity in Australia.

	Coherence:
	Information about coherence of the data is provided as notes to the data tables in Students and courses (the publication of the Students and courses collection).

	Interpretability:
	NCVER publishes Students and courses: terms and definitions as a ‘support document’ to assist users of the Students and courses report to understand the specific data terms used within it. Notes on the tables also aid interpretation of the data.

	Accessibility:
	Published data are available on the NCVER website (www.ncver.edu.au). Unpublished data are available, upon registration, via VOCSTATS from the NCVER website (www.ncver.edu.au).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0422
	0429
	
	
	
	


	PHIAC Privately insured with hospital treatment cover by age, gender, state and territory of residence — December 2011

	Administering agency:
	Private Health Insurance Administration Council (PHIAC)

	Type of collection:
	Statistical data

	Series reference:
	Available from www.phiac.gov.au.

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	National data on the number of people with private health insurance for hospital treatment is collated by PHIAC.

Private health insurance statistics are sourced from data collected from private health insurers that are or were registered under the Private Health Insurance Act 2007 or the National Health Act 1953.

	Relevance:
	The PHIAC data collection includes data for number of privately insured people with hospital treatment benefits cover by age and sex, and state and territory. 

	Timeliness:
	The reference year for all statistics is as at 31 December.

	Accuracy:
	The data set allows for the identification of the number of privately insured people with hospital treatment benefits. 

The data set does not include identification of Indigenous status and is only used in the Indigenous Expenditure Report to allocate private health insurance expenditure across states and territories. 

	Coherence:
	The number of private health insurance for hospital cover reported in each state reflect the actual policies and insured persons in those states. 

	Interpretability:
	Data are provided from PHIAC quarterly data collection. The data are collected to agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations developed by PHIAC.

	Accessibility:
	Aggregated datasets on privately insured people with hospital treatment benefits are available from the PHIAC website www.phiac.gov.au.

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0590.1
	
	
	
	
	


	SCRGSP administrative data for people receiving employment program assistance (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision (SCRGSP)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	In December 2007, Council of Australian Governments (COAG) committed to reporting transparently on expenditure on services to Indigenous Australians. 
The Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision — under the auspices of the COAG — is developing a National Framework for collecting and reporting information on government expenditure on services to Indigenous and non‑Indigenous Australians with the assistance of a Secretariat provided by the Productivity Commission.

The Productivity Commission is the Australian Government's independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians.

	Relevance:
	The Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision directly collects service use measure data from some jurisdictions relating to people receiving employment program assistance.

	Timeliness:
	Statistics are collected annually. The reference year for all statistics covers a financial year period (1 July to 30 June).

	Accuracy:
	Accuracy of the data are subject to the existing administrative systems and practices for each jurisdiction.

	Coherence:
	Data are provided from State and Territory government administrative systems. The data are collected according to the currently available information from jurisdiction administrative systems. Over time agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations are to be developed.

	Interpretability:
	Two manuals document the method, data sources and assumptions used to prepare the estimates in the Indigenous Expenditure Report:

· 2012 Expenditure Data Manual

· 2012 Service Use Measure Definitions Manual.

	Accessibility:
	The service use data are used to estimate Indigenous expenditure data, which are published annually in the Indigenous Expenditure Report, available from the report website (www.pc.gov.au/ier/publications).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	1339
	
	
	
	
	


	SCRGSP Corrective Services Collection

	Administering agency:
	Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision (SCRGSP)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Report on Government Services, chapter 8

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	The Review of Government Service Provision was established in 1993 by Heads of government (now the Council of Australian Governments or COAG) to provide information on the effectiveness and efficiency of government services in Australia. A Steering Committee, comprising senior representatives from the central agencies of all governments, manages the Review with the assistance of a Secretariat provided by the Productivity Commission.

The Productivity Commission is the Australian Government's independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians.

	Relevance:
	Statistics are collected on the basis of the ‘average daily population’. Data relate to the number of people subject to imprisonment, periodic detention and community corrections, by Indigenous status, age and sex.

	Timeliness:
	Statistics are collected annually. The reference year for all statistics covers a financial year period. Statistics are released in January of the following reference year.

	Accuracy:
	The Steering Committee will prepare an accuracy statement, in consultation with SCRGSP, for future reports.

	Coherence:
	Data are provided from State and Territory government administrative systems. The data are collected to agreed standard definitions set by the Corrective Services Working Group, developed by the National Corrections Advisory Group.

	Interpretability:
	Contextual information regarding corrective services in Australia is published annually in the Report on Government Services, available from the Review of Government Service Provision website (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).

	Accessibility:
	Data are published annually in the Report on Government Services, available from the Review of Government Service Provision website (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0330.2
	
	
	
	
	


	SCRGSP Households receiving rental assistance administrative data (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision (SCGRSP)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	In December 2007, Council of Australian Governments (COAG) committed to reporting transparently on expenditure on services to Indigenous Australians. The Steering Committee — under the auspices of the Heads of Treasuries — is developing a National Framework for collecting and reporting information on government expenditure on services to Indigenous and non‑Indigenous Australians with the assistance of a Secretariat provided by the Productivity Commission.

The Productivity Commission is the Australian Government's independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians.

	Relevance:
	The Steering Committee directly collects service use measure data from some jurisdictions relating to households receiving rental assistance.

	Timeliness:
	Statistics are collected annually. The reference year for all statistics covers a financial year period (1 July to 30 June).

	Accuracy:
	Accuracy of the data are subject to the existing administrative systems and practices for each jurisdiction.

	Coherence:
	Data are provided from State and Territory government administrative systems. The data are collected according to the currently available information from jurisdiction administrative systems. Over time agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations are to be developed.

	Interpretability:
	Two manuals document the method, data sources and assumptions used to prepare the estimates in the Indigenous Expenditure Report:

· 2012 Expenditure Data Manual (SCRGSP 2012)

· 2012 Service Use Measure Definitions Manual (SCRGSP 2012).

	Accessibility:
	The service use data are used to estimate Indigenous expenditure data, which are published annually in the Indigenous Expenditure Report, available from the report website (www.pc.gov.au/ier/publications).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0711.3
	
	
	
	
	


	SCRGSP Students enrolled at special schools administrative data (unpublished)

	Administering agency:
	Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision (SCRGSP)

	Type of collection:
	Administrative data

	Series reference:
	Unpublished

	The information on this data source was last updated on:
	21 August 2012

	Data quality statement

	Institutional 
environment:
	In December 2007, Council of Australian Governments (COAG) committed to reporting transparently on expenditure on services to Indigenous Australians. The Steering Committee — under the auspices of the Heads of Treasuries — is developing a National Framework for collecting and reporting information on government expenditure on services to Indigenous and non‑Indigenous Australians with the assistance of a Secretariat provided by the Productivity Commission.

The Productivity Commission is the Australian Government's independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians.

	Relevance:
	The Steering Committee directly collects service use measure data from some jurisdictions relating to students enrolled at special schools.

	Timeliness:
	Statistics are collected annually. The reference year for all statistics covers a financial year period (1 July to 30 June).

	Accuracy:
	Accuracy of the data are subject to the existing administrative systems and practices for each jurisdiction.

	Coherence:
	Data are provided from State and Territory government administrative systems. The data are collected according to the currently available information from jurisdiction administrative systems. Over time agreed standard definitions, instructions and tabulations are to be developed.

	Interpretability:
	Two manuals document the method, data sources and assumptions used to prepare the estimates in the Indigenous Expenditure Report:

· 2012 Expenditure Data Manual (SCRGSP 2012)

· 2012 Service Use Measure Definitions Manual (SCRGSP 2012).

	Accessibility:
	The service use data are used to estimate Indigenous expenditure data, which are published annually in the Indigenous Expenditure Report, available from the report website (www.pc.gov.au/ier/publications).

	Monte Carlo analysis information

	The Steering Committee will explore the use of Monte Carlo analysis and suitable data sources for future reports.

	Additional information

	Related GPCs:
	0432
	
	
	
	
	


�	Australian Bureau of Statistics 2009, Data Quality Framework, Cat. no. 1520.0, Canberra.
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