	
	


	
	



Data quality information — Children’s services, chapter 3
Do not delete this return as it gives space between the box and what precedes it.
	Data quality information

	Data quality information (DQI) provides information against the seven ABS data quality framework dimensions, for a selection of performance indicators in the Children’s services chapter. DQI for additional indicators will be progressively introduced in future reports.

Technical DQI has been supplied or agreed by relevant data providers. Additional Steering Committee commentary does not necessarily reflect the views of data providers.

	

	


DQI are available for the following performance indicators:
2Non-standard hours of care in child care services


4Family work related needs


7Demand for formal care


10Children using child care


14Children enrolled in preschool



Non-standard hours of care in child care services
Data quality information for this indicator has been drafted by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, with additional Steering Committee comments.
	Indicator definition and description 

	Element
	Effectiveness

	Indicator
	Non-standard hours of care in child care services

	Measure (computation)
	Definition

The proportion of approved child care services providing non-standard hours of care.

Numerator

Number of approved child care services providing non-standard hours of care by service model (centre-based long day care, vacation care, occasional care, family day care and outside school hours care).

Denominator

Total number of approved child care services by service model (centre-based long day care, vacation care, occasional care, family day care and outside school hours care).

Computation

The number of approved child care services providing non-standard hours of care divided by the total number of approved service providers. Calculated separately for each service model (centre-based long day care, vacation care, occasional care, family day care and outside school hours care).

	Data source/s
	Numerator/s: 

Child care management system (DEEWR unpublished)

Denominator/s: 

Child care management system (DEEWR unpublished)

	Data Quality Framework Dimensions

	Institutional environment
	Child care management system (CCMS) data are collected by FaHCSIA under the Family Assistance (Administration) Act.

The data are compiled by DEEWR.

	Relevance
	Approved child care service data, collected at a service level and geocoded and boundary tagged, so all geographies are available.

	Timeliness
	Data are collected weekly, available since services transitioned to CCMS between 2008 and June 2009. Data are reported on a quarterly basis.

	Accuracy
	Data are collected via an electronic administrative system. All approved services are represented.

	Coherence
	Since the introduction of CCMS, the data have been consistent. The definition remains unchanged.

	Accessibility
	Data at the service level is protected under the Family Assistance (Administration) Act. To date data have only been released for Report on Government Services.

	Interpretability
	Limited supporting documentation is available.

	Data Gaps/Issues Analysis

	Key data gaps/ issues
	The Steering Committee notes the following key data gaps/issues: 
· This indicator does not provide information on the demand for non‑standard hours of care. 

· This indicator does not provide information on how non‑standard hours services meet the needs of users.


Family work related needs

Data quality information for this indicator has been drafted by the Secretariat in consultation with the ABS, with additional Steering Committee comments.
	Indicator definition and description 

	Element
	Outcome

	Indicator
	Family work-related needs

	Measure (computation)
	Definition:

The proportion of children aged 0-12 years in families participating in the labour force for whom formal care, or additional hours of formal care, was required for work-related reasons but was unable to be accessed.

Numerator: 

Number of children aged 0–12 years in families participating in the labour force who required any/additional formal care for mainly work-related reasons but were unable to access this care. Where 'any/additional formal care' is formal care or additional formal care required on a regular basis.

Denominator: 

All children aged 0–12 in families participating in the labour force.

Computation: 

The number of children aged 0-12 years in families participating in the labour force who required any/additional formal care for mainly work-related reasons but were unable to access this care, divided by all children aged 0–12 in families participating in the labour force.

	Data source/s
	Numerator:

ABS (unpublished) Childhood Education and Care Survey 2008, Cat. no. 4402.0, Canberra

Denominator: 

ABS (unpublished) Childhood Education and Care Survey 2008, Cat. no. 4402.0, Canberra 

	Data Quality Framework Dimensions

	Institutional environment
	Data are collected and compiled by the ABS through the Childhood Education and Care Survey (CEaCS), conducted throughout Australia in June 2008 as a supplement to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) monthly Labour Force Survey (LFS). Information was obtained through interviews conducted over a two-week period between 9-21 June 2008. 

For information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the legislative obligations of the ABS, which cover this collection, please see ABS Institutional Environment (http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/4a256353001af3ed4b2562bb00121564/10ca14cb967e5b83ca2573ae00197b65!OpenDocument).

	Relevance
	The proportion of children aged 0-12 years in families participating in the labour force who required any/additional formal care for mainly work related reasons but were unable to access this care are available by state/territory disaggregation. Data for SA and the NT were not available for publication, but are included in the total for Australia.

All data are collected to standard classifications as stated in the CEaCS see ABS Explanatory notes (http://abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4402.0Explanatory%20Notes1June%202008%20(Reissue)?OpenDocument)

	Timeliness
	The reference period for the 2008 CEaCS data is June 2008 (with reissue 2009) and was published in July 2009. From 1969 to 2005 the ABS conducted 12 Child Care Surveys (CCS) and from 1993 the survey has been run every three years. The ABS conducted this survey again in June 2011, however data were not available in time for reporting.

	Accuracy
	Survey information was obtained through interviews with occupants of 8562 dwellings across Australia. The survey sample size for each jurisdiction was: NSW: 2110; Vic: 1672; Qld: 1557; SA: 877; WA:1 095; Tas: 579; NT: 322 and the ACT: 350. There was an overall reduction in the survey sample from the June 2005 Child Care Survey to the June 2008 CEaCS of 16 per cent. This reduction is due in part to the usual sample reductions that occur as part of the LFS redesign following each Census - the redesign based on the 2006 Census was implemented over the period November 2007 to June 2008. After redesign the LFS sample size grows each year as the population grows until the next redesign. A reduction of about 5 per cent in the June 2008 CEaCS sample from the June 2005 Child Care Survey sample is due to this redesign, which generally has no impact on the quality of CEaCS estimates.

Since the estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from occupants of a sample of dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability. That is, they may differ from those estimates that would have been produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey.

Data that have relative standard errors above 25 per cent are indicated (by italics), and need to be used with caution. Data with relative standard errors greater than 50 per cent are considered too unreliable for general use and are not published here. The 95 per cent confidence interval (a reliability estimate) associated with each proportion estimate is reported (for example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). See section AA.5 of the Statistical appendix for more information on confidence intervals and relative standard errors.

The survey was conducted in both urban and rural areas in all states and territories, but excluded persons living in very remote parts of Australia who would otherwise have been within scope of the survey. The exclusion of these persons will have only a minor impact on any aggregate estimates that are produced for individual states and territories, except in the Northern Territory where such persons account for around 23 per cent of the population.
Non-sampling errors are inaccuracies that occur because of imperfections in reporting by respondents and interviewers, and errors made in coding and processing data. These inaccuracies may occur in any enumeration whether it be a full count or a sample. Every effort is made to reduce the non-sampling error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, intensive training and supervision of interviewers, and efficient processing procedures

	Coherence
	In 2005, the Child Care Survey collected data based on additional care required in the previous 4 weeks. In 2008, the CEaCS collected data based on current or future requirements for additional care. Data are not directly comparable, and care should be taken in interpreting these data.

Information about usual child care arrangements and usual preschool attendance is affected by the specific timing of data collection, the age of the child at that time, and state policies on age eligibility for enrolment at school and preschool which affect the likelihood of a child being enrolled at the time of the survey. For information on survey reference week measures, in all states and territories except Tasmania, data were collected on the use of child care and attendance at preschool related to the week prior to the interview (the survey reference week, chosen to avoid school holidays). In Tasmania, where school holidays were earlier than in other jurisdictions, respondents were asked to recall child care usage and preschool attendance related to the period 26 May to 1 June 2008. 

The survey excluded people living in very remote parts of Australia which has a significant impact on data from the Northern Territory where this accounts for approximately 23 per cent of the population.

	Accessibility
	Predominantly national level information are published in the CEaCS (Cat. no. 4220.0) on the ABS website. A range of data cubes, with a focus on state/territory level information, is also available on the ABS website. Additional data can be accessed from the ABS. Costs are associated with additional data and vary depending on the type of request.

	Interpretability
	CEaCS (Cat. no. 4402.0) includes Explanatory notes (http://abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4402.0Explanatory%20Notes1June%202008%20(Reissue)?OpenDocument) and a Glossary available on the ABS website.

	Data Gaps/Issues Analysis

	Key data gaps/ issues
	The Steering Committee notes the following key data gaps/issues: 
· Excludes persons living in very remote parts of Australia who would otherwise have been within scope of the survey. This affects the comparability of the Northern Territory results where such persons account for around 23 per cent of the population.

· Since the estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from occupants of a sample of dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability.


Demand for formal care

Data quality information for this indicator has been drafted by the Secretariat in consultation with the ABS, with additional Steering Committee comments.
	Indicator definition and description 

	Element
	Outcome

	Indicator
	Demand for formal care

	Measure (computation)
	Definition

The proportion of children aged 0-12 years for whom formal care or additional formal care services was required but was unable to be accessed. Formal care includes child care and preschool services.

Numerator:

All children aged 0-12 years who required but were unable to access any/additional formal care and/or preschool.
Denominator:

All children aged 0-12 years.

Computation:

The number of children aged 0-12 years who required but were unable to access any/additional formal care and/or preschool divided by all children aged 0-12 years.

	Data source/s
	Numerator/s: 

ABS (unpublished) Childhood Education and Care Survey 2008, Cat. no. 4402.0, Canberra

Denominator/s:

ABS (unpublished) Childhood Education and Care Survey 2008, Cat. no. 4402.0, Canberra

	Data Quality Framework Dimensions

	Institutional environment
	Data are collected and compiled by the ABS through the Childhood Education and Care Survey (CEaCS), conducted throughout Australia in June 2008 as a supplement to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) monthly Labour Force Survey (LFS). Information was obtained through interviews conducted over a two-week period between 9-21 June 2008. 

For information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the legislative obligations of the ABS, which cover this collection, please see ABS Institutional Environment. (http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/4a256353001af3ed4b2562bb00121564/10ca14cb967e5b83ca2573ae00197b65!OpenDocument)

	Relevance
	The proportion of children aged 0-12 years for whom any/additional formal care services was required but were unable to be accessed (formal care includes child care and preschool services) are available by state/territory disaggregation.

All data are collected to standard classifications as stated in the CEaCS Explanatory notes (http://abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4402.0Explanatory%20Notes1June%202008%20(Reissue)?OpenDocument)

	Timeliness
	The reference period for the 2008 CEaCS data is June 2008 (with reissue 2009) and was published in July 2009. From 1969 to 2005 the ABS conducted 12 Child Care Surveys (CCS) and from 1993 the survey has been run every three years. The ABS conducted this survey again in June 2011, however data were not available in time for reporting.

	Accuracy
	Survey information was obtained through interviews with occupants of 8562 dwellings across Australia. The survey sample size for each jurisdiction was: NSW: 2110; Vic: 1672; Qld: 1557; SA: 877; WA: 1095; Tas: 579; NT: 322 and the ACT: 350. There was an overall reduction in the survey sample from the June 2005 Child Care Survey to the June 2008 CEaCS of 16 per cent. This reduction is due in part to the usual sample reductions that occur as part of the LFS redesign following each Census - the redesign based on the 2006 Census was implemented over the period November 2007 to June 2008. After redesign the LFS sample size grows each year as the population grows until the next redesign. A reduction of about 5 per cent in the June 2008 CEaCS sample from the June 2005 Child Care Survey sample is due to this redesign, which generally has no impact on the quality of CEaCS estimates.

Since the estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from occupants of a sample of dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability. That is, they may differ from those estimates that would have been produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey.

Data that have relative standard errors above 25 per cent are indicated (by italics), and need to be used with caution. Data with relative standard errors greater than 50 per cent are considered too unreliable for general use and are not published here. The 95 per cent confidence interval (a reliability estimate) associated with each proportion estimate is reported (for example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). See section A.5 of the Statistical appendix for more information on confidence intervals and relative standard errors.

The survey was conducted in both urban and rural areas in all states and territories, but excluded persons living in very remote parts of Australia who would otherwise have been within scope of the survey. The exclusion of these persons will have only a minor impact on any aggregate estimates that are produced for individual states and territories, except in the Northern Territory where such persons account for around 23 per cent of the population.
Non-sampling errors are inaccuracies that occur because of imperfections in reporting by respondents and interviewers, and errors made in coding and processing data. These inaccuracies may occur in any enumeration whether it be a full count or a sample. Every effort is made to reduce the non-sampling error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, intensive training and supervision of interviewers, and efficient processing procedures

	Coherence
	In 2005, the Child Care Survey collected data based on additional care required in the previous 4 weeks. In 2008, the CEaCS collected data based on current or future requirements for additional care. Data are not directly comparable, and care should be taken in interpreting these data.

2005 data report total children who required child care services while data for 2008 include formal child care and preschool combined, as data for child care were too unreliable to be presented separately.

Information about usual child care arrangements and usual preschool attendance is affected by the specific timing of data collection, the age of the child at that time, and state policies on age eligibility for enrolment at school and preschool which affect the likelihood of a child being enrolled at the time of the survey. For information on survey reference week measures, in all states and territories except Tasmania, data were collected on the use of child care and attendance at preschool related to the week prior to the interview (the survey reference week, chosen to avoid school holidays). In Tasmania, where school holidays were earlier than in other jurisdictions, respondents were asked to recall child care usage and preschool attendance related to the period 26 May to 1 June 2008.

The survey excluded people living in very remote parts of Australia which has a significant impact on data from the Northern Territory where this accounts for approximately 23 per cent of the population.

	Accessibility
	Predominantly national level information are published in the CEaCS (Cat. no. 4220.0) on the ABS website. A range of data cubes, with a focus on state/territory level information, is also available on the ABS website. Additional data can be accessed from the ABS. Costs are associated with additional data and vary depending on the type of request.

	Interpretability
	CEaCS (Cat. no. 4402.0) includes Explanatory notes (http://abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4402.0Explanatory%20Notes1June%202008%20(Reissue)?OpenDocument)
and a Glossary available on the ABS website.

	Data Gaps/Issues Analysis

	Key data gaps/ issues
	The Steering Committee notes the following key data gaps/issues: 
· Excludes persons living in very remote parts of Australia who would otherwise have been within scope of the survey. This affects the comparability of the Northern Territory results where such persons account for around 23 per cent of the population.

· Since the estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from occupants of a sample of dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability.


Children using child care

Data quality information for this indicator has been drafted by the Secretariat in consultation with the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations and the State and Territory governments.
	Indicator definition and description 

	Element
	Effectiveness

	Indicator
	Children using child care

	Measure (computation)
	Definition
The proportion of children using Australian Government approved plus State and Territory government funded and/or provided child care (2010-11).
Numerator:
Number of children attending Australian Government approved and State and Territory government funded and/or provided child care (age groups 0‑5; 6‑12; 0‑12 years).
Denominator:

Estimated resident population as at 31 December (age groups 0‑5; 6‑12; 0‑12 years).
Computation:

The number of children attending Australian Government approved and State and Territory government funded and/or provided child care divided by the total estimated resident population. Calculated separately for each age group (0‑5; 6‑12; 0‑12 years).

	Data source/s
	Numerator/s: 
DEEWR (unpublished); State and Territory governments (unpublished)
Denominator/s:

ABS (unpublished) Australian Demographic Statistics, Cat. no. 3101.0.

	Data Quality Framework Dimensions

	Institutional environment
	Australian government approved child care services data are collected through the Child Care Management System by the Department of Families and Housing Community Services Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) under the Family Assistance (Administration) Act. These data are compiled for RoGS by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR).
State and Territory child care data are collected by individual State and Territory departments. Additional information on the separate institutional environments is outlined below:
· NSW - Department of Family and Community Services (FACS) collects information from all funded services on behalf of the Department of Education and Communities (DEC) including 758 not-for-profit community preschools and approximately 450 not-for-profit long day care services. From 30 June 2011 data compilation has transferred to DEC.
· Victoria - provides funding to organisations offering child care to parents enrolled in Adult and Community Further Education (ACFE) courses. This year data were collected by an online survey (40 per cent response rate). Limited data were also collected about the number of children with special needs.
· Queensland - data are collected in an annual Early Childhood Education and Care services census (online). Funded services are required to respond under a service agreement with the Department of Education and Training. Licensed services in Queensland include: long day care; family day care; outside school hours care (as school age care); occasional care (as limited hours care); centre based care includes preschool services (as kindergartens). Other child care that is funded but not licensed is vacation care (stand alone) which is not part of a school age care service that also provides before and/or after school care. All child care is under the administration of the Child Care Act 2002 and Child Care Regulation 2003.
· South Australia - data are collected by the Department of Education and Community Services as part of the annual children’s services census from sites offering rural care, state funded vacation care or occasional care. The census is mandatory for rural and occasional care services but not vacation care services.
· Tasmania - data are compiled by the Department of Education for funded child care services. Through their funding agreement, these services are required to provide data in August of each year.
· Northern Territory - information on licensed child care services is collected by the Department of Education and Training as required by Section 16 of the Care and Protection of Children (Children’s Services) Regulations.
Estimated resident population data are obtained from the ABS. For information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the

legislative obligations of the ABS, which cover this collection, please see

ABS Institutional Environment

(http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/4a256353001af3ed4b

2562bb00121564/10ca14cb967e5b83ca2573ae00197b65!OpenDocument)

	Relevance
	Australian government approved child care services data are collected at the service level and geocoded and boundary tagged, so all geographies are available.

The relevance of State and Territory child care data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW - has undertaken significant work to develop an on-line census collection tool.
· Queensland - the number of children using child care is provided by a child care service as an aggregate figure in age ranges as at 1 July.

· South Australia - as the census is mandatory there is full coverage for rural and occasional care services.

· Tasmania - data provided for each child care service funded by the State Department of Education. Services provide the data for each of the children attending in the data week.
· Northern Territory- a register of licences includes but is not limited to the following information for each licence: the type of service provided under the licence; and for each service provided under the licence – the maximum number of children for whom the service may be provided. The register does not include out of scope services (services not under licensed until 2013) including outside school hours care and vacation care services.
Rates of the population are based on as a proportion of the estimated resident population collected by the ABS. 

	Timeliness
	Australian government approved child care services data are collected weekly, available since services transitioned to reporting under the Child Care Management System between 2008 and June 2009. Data are reported on a quarterly basis.
State and Territory child care data are collected by individual State and Territory departments through various independent data collections. Data are collected in the first half of the financial year reported in RoGS and therefore are collected approximately 18 months prior to publication. Additional information is outlined below.
· NSW - Annual data collection from funded services undertaken each August for a representative fortnight. The census of Government preschools is undertaken for a representative week in August of each year.
· Queensland - Census conducted annually (in 2010 census week commencing 30 August 2010).
· South Australia - data collected annually with reference period usually July/August of financial year.

· Tasmania - data collected annually in August of the financial year.
· Northern Territory - licensed conditions for each child care centre are updated throughout the financial year. Quarter 4 (April-June) payment of the Northern Territory Child Care Subsidy Scheme is used as the reference period for reporting. This reflects the final adjustments of licensed conditions for each licensed child care centres made during the financial year.
ABS population estimates used for the denominator of population rates are available each year.

	Accuracy
	Australian government approved child care services data are collected through an electronic administrative system and all approved services are represented.
Additional information on the accuracy State and Territory child care data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW - only counts children using care or early childhood education in NSW Government funded services, which excludes for-profit long day care centres but does not necessarily include all not-for-profit services. Funded services which do not respond to the annual collection are not included in the overall counts. Hence there is a potential undercount of child care attendance. Children may attend child care with more than one service provider, resulting in over-counting.
· Victoria - collected data relating to State funded kindergarten programs online since 2010.

· Queensland - response rate to the Census was approximately 93 per cent. Data have been adjusted for complete and partial non-responses at the service level through imputation, and incorrect responses corrected through a validation and error checking process. No adjustments for undercounts have been applied and no standard errors are applied to this data item. It is possible that due to the aggregate nature of the collection, there may be an issue of duplicate records (that is children being counted in multiple child care services either multiple providers or multiple service types) within the reference week which could lead to an overestimation of children using child care.
· South Australia – data collected in a paper based survey from all sites, duplicate records or undercounts are not identifiable as the information is de-identified and cannot be matched across sites
· Northern Territory - the DET validates data submitted by licensed child care 

· Tasmania - data completed by staff in each funded service to the Department of Education and includes all child care services funded by the State. Services report on actual age of each child attending during the data week. Services provide attendance records with data collection sheets and these are used for validation. However as dates of birth of the children are not provided age validations can not be made.

In addition, across each data collection, the proportion of children attending child care in the population are based on Estimated Resident Population denominator at 31 December, and therefore a variation between the jurisdiction data collection period for the numerator and the denominator vary.

	Coherence
	Australian government approved child care services has been consistent since the introduction of the Child Care Management System. The definitions remain unchanged.

Additional information on the coherence of State and Territory child care data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW – collection has been consistent over time. In 2010, the online census collection tool was amended to collect data for individual children from funded services. The NSW Government Licensing System introduced in 2009‑10 does not capture information on the capacity of each family day care scheme as the NSW Children’s Services Regulation 2004 does not require this information as part of a scheme’s approval, or on an ongoing basis. Therefore the capacity of family day care schemes has been excluded from the estimated total licensed capacity.

· Queensland - age range scope of the data for the numerator and denominator are comparable.
· South Australia - is only provided by Department of Education and Community Services for state funded/provided services
· Tasmania - data collection in place for 10 years and data appear to be consistent, taking into account changes in number of services each year (significant given the small number of services).
Rates of the population may differ from those released in previous editions of this

publication due to scheduled revisions of the estimated resident population by the ABS. These differences are likely to be very small.

	Accessibility
	The Australian government approved child care data at the service level is protected under the Family Assistance (Administration) Act legislation. To date data have only been released for purposes of RoGS reporting.
Additional information on the accessibility of State and Territory child care data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW - there is limited data collected for national and state reporting requirements and all aggregated data items are presented in NSW attachment tables section of the RoGS.

· Queensland - fact sheets on the sector are produced each year available on the Early Childhood Education and Care website containing information on attendance rates, management types, locations of services and staff qualifications and experience for all services (inclusive of both funded and unfunded services) across the state.
· South Australia - unpublished data can be requested. There are some published data available online.

· Tasmania - data provided through internal process within the Department of Education as part of its funding agreement with these services. There are no other processes to collect this data.
· Northern Territory - Some of the required data are available as public information published in the DET’s Annual Report following the end of each financial year.

	Interpretability
	Limited supporting documentation is available. 

	Data Gaps/Issues Analysis

	Key data gaps/ issues
	The Steering Committee notes the following key data gaps/issues: 
· This indicator does not provide information on the parental preferences for using child care, or other factors, such as school starting age, which can affect use of child care.


Children enrolled in preschool
Data quality information for this indicator has been drafted by the Secretariat in consultation with the state and territory governments with additional Steering Committee comments
	Indicator definition and description 

	Element
	Effectiveness

	Indicator
	Children enrolled in preschool

	Measure (computation)
	Definition
The proportion of children enrolled in preschool services in the target age groups. Data are reported for:

· The proportion of children enrolled in preschool in the year before the commencement of full time schooling

· The proportion of children aged 3, 4 and 5 years enrolled in preschool. 
Numerator:
Number of children enrolled in preschool 
Denominator:
Estimated resident population as at 31 December.
Computation:
The number of children attending State and Territory government funded and/or provided preschool divided by the total estimated resident population.

	Data source/s
	Numerator/s: 
State and Territory governments (unpublished)
Denominator/s:
ABS (unpublished) Australian Demographic Statistics, Cat. no. 3101.0.

	Data Quality Framework Dimensions

	Institutional environment
	Preschool data are collected by individual State and Territory departments. Additional information on the seperate institutional environments is outlined below:
· NSW - Department of Education and Communities (DEC) is responsible for funding early childhood education and care services and for data collection from these services. The NSW Department of Family and Community Services (FACS) collects information from all funded services on behalf of DEC including 758 not-for-profit community preschools and approximately 450 not-for-profit long day care services. From 30 June 2011 data compilation has transferred to DEC. Data on child attendances (enrolment not available) at Long Day Care services was available for 2010. This was supplied by DEEWR, from the Child Care Management System (June quarter 2010). DEC also owns and operates 100 preschool services generally located on government school sites.
· Queensland - data are collected in an annual Early Childhood Education and Care services census (online). Participation is mandatory for most funded services under a service agreement with Department of Education and Training. Licensed services in Queensland include: long day care; family day care; outside school hours care (as school age care); occasional care (as limited hours care); centre based care includes preschool services (as kindergartens). Other child care that is funded but not licensed is vacation care (stand alone) which is not part of a school age care service that also provides before and/or after school care. All child care is under the administration of the Child Care Act 2002 and Child Care Regulation 2003
· Western Australia – The organisation responsible is the Western Australia Department of Education (DoE).

· South Australia - Data collected by the Department of Education and Community Services (DECS) as part of the termly preschool staffing collection (Term 2) from sites offering preschool.
· Tasmania - data collated by the Tasmanian Department of Education from 222 pre-school providers, using National Minimum Dataset specifications.
· Northern Territory - data collected by the Department of Education and Training.
Estimated resident population data are obtained from the ABS. For information on the institutional environment of the ABS, including the

legislative obligations of the ABS, which cover this collection, please see

ABS Institutional Environment

(http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/4a256353001af3ed4b

2562bb00121564/10ca14cb967e5b83ca2573ae00197b65!OpenDocument)

	Relevance
	Information on the relevance of State and Territory preschool data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW - has undertaken significant work to develop an on-line census collection tool. Data is now provided by preschools through web based formats. Information is collected on staff employed, gender, disability, language background, Indigenous status, attendance patterns, strategies for engaging Aboriginal children and families. For Government preschools, information is analysed by state office and provided to regions to assist them in their planning.
· Queensland - number of children enrolled in preschool is provided by a child care service as an aggregate figure in age ranges as at 1 July.

· Western Australia – The data collected through the School Census by the DoE are used to meet national reporting requirements, including meeting the reporting requirements of the national ECEC collection. Full coverage is achieved for all government schools and community kindergartens with a pre-school program.

· South Australia - collection is mandatory and there is full coverage for DECS funded or provided preschool services.
· Tasmania - data collated for pre-school providers in a registered kindergarten.
· Northern Territory - enrolments are from registered preschool programs and four government funded remote Catholic schools, collected at unit record level and available by remoteness area.
Rates of the population are based on as a proportion of the estimated resident population collected by the ABS.

	Timeliness
	Information on the timeliness of State and Territory preschool data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.

· NSW - annual data collection from funded services is undertaken each August for a representative fortnight. The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations Child Care Management System (June quarter 2010) was released to NSW for reporting purposes in 2011.
· Queensland - an annual Census is held, with the most current year data census commencing Monday 30 August 2010.

· Western Australia – The collection was undertaken at 5 August 2011 with a reference period of 1-5 August. 

· South Australia – data collected in Term 2 (May)
· Tasmania - data is collected annually, for a two week reference period in late July/Early August 2010.
· Northern Territory - data is collected as part of an annual census collection run on the 1st Friday of August each year across all NT Schools.
ABS population estimates used for the denominator of population rates are available each year.

	Accuracy
	Due to different methods of data collection, not all jurisdictions are able to identify duplicate records of children. Double counting of children may occur due to: 

· Children moving interstate during a preschool year

· Children attending multiple providers to access an appropriate amount of care

· Children attending multiple service types

· Children attending preschool for greater than one year. 

These factors can lead to an overestimation of children enrolment in some states and territories (for example, where enrolment rates exceed 100 per cent).

There are differences in collection dates, reference periods and age reference dates.
Additional information on the accuracy of State and Territory preschool data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW - there is no current requirement on unfunded preschools to supply data to the Departments of Education and Communities or Family and Community Services.
· Queensland - response rate to the Census was approximately 93 per cent. Data has been adjusted for complete and partial non‑responses at the service and preschool program levels through an imputation process, and incorrect responses corrected via validation and error checking processes. No adjustments for undercounts have been applied and no standard errors are applied to this data item.
· Tasmania - preschool services have an average age of 4.5 years, and therefore where the population statistics are based on 4 year olds, rather than an average of 4 and 5 year olds, it results in some years where Tasmania achieves participation rates over 100 per cent and some years where it drops significantly.
· Northern Territory - data collected through the annual census and validated by all schools. NT is able to report the number of children attending preschool programs within the Government sector and attending preschool in the year before full-time school.

	Coherence
	Data for the proportion of children enrolled in preschool in the year before full time school are based on the number of 4 year old children in the population, even though older or younger children can be enrolled in preschool. This can results in an overestimation of the proportion of children enrolled in preschool in the year before full time school.
Additional information on the coherence of State and Territory preschool data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW - the count of children attending preschool in the year prior to full time schooling is the count of children 4 years to 5 years and 11 months attending childcare services with a preschool program and designated funded preschools.
· Queensland - in 2010, funded preschool programs run in a long day care setting were introduced for the first time into the collection.

	Accessibility
	Preschool data are also now being published by the ABS through Experimental Estimates of Preschools Australia (publication Cat. no. 4240.0, however counting rules and scope vary to RoGS reporting.

Additional information on the accessibility of State and Territory preschool data collected by individual State and Territory departments is outlined below.
· NSW - limited data are collected for national and state reporting requirements. All aggregated data items are presented in NSW attachment tables section of the RoGS.

· Queensland - fact sheets on the sector are produced annually available on the Early Childhood Education and Care website. This information includes attendance rates, management types, locations of services and staff qualifications and experience for all services (inclusive of both funded and unfunded services) across the state.

	Interpretability
	Limited supporting documentation is available. 

	Data Gaps/Issues Analysis

	Key data gaps/ issues
	The Steering Committee notes the following key data gaps/issues: 
· Participation in preschool is not compulsory. This indicator does not provide information on parental preferences for using preschool, or other factors, such as school starting age, which can affect use of preschool. 

· The preschool starting age for children varies across states and territories. A higher proportion of children enrolled at a particular age can reflect the preschool starting age in a particular jurisdiction.





	14
	Report on government services 2012
	


	
	Children's services DQI
	1



