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IRRIGATORS have urged
new  Victorian  opposkion
water spokesman Euroa MP
Steph Ryan o get out on the
road as soon os ahe can o
help her come to terms with
whar one sald was "y massive
prorefolio”

Victarian Farmers Fedee-
mtion (VFF] “Waier council
chairman Richard Anderson
sabd he was surprised s what
appeared 10 be a sudden
change, with former spokes-
man Peter Wabh 1aking
over the new Decentraliss.
ton portfalio.

“1 always thought it was
that close to Walshy's hean
that be would keep It as long
a3 he was In politics” Mr An-
deson sald. *People would
ask, ‘why mow 7 bhecause
waler is a big portfokio”

Mr Anderson sald the
Musray Darling Basin Flan
was the Ez'_t' diea Ms E.‘}]n
needed w  address.  “She
nesds 1w bring hersell up o
speed with whete we are” he
sald. “We want o keep pretry
positive pathways and lnes
of communbcation open, in
terms of whot's good for Vie-
toria, 50 we can have Uose
ik talks abour what we
think is right and wrong,”

Loddon Valley |rrigator
Ken  Pantison  agreed  the
change caught him by sur-
prise. “Water and agricubture
were two of the plum jobs for
the deputy leader and oppo-
sition deput¥ leader and 1o
be throwing dthat over, o a
DEWCHIEE, seeens 1o me that
Mr Walsh s mying to avold
the mess he left, when they
went back into opposition.”
Mr Pastison sakd.

He sald he wasn't “halding
his breath” for the MNational
Party to deliver on resolving
somme of the issues facing the

ge irrigators

NEW SPONESWOMANM: New cpposition Water spokeswoman Steph Ayan, Mationals
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Euroa MP, said she wes surprised, but excited, at gatting the robe. PHOTO: Andrew Miller.

sector. “All pollticians ioe the
line, they all pat the same
puppies, they all ran with the
mantra that the Basin Plan
hins been agreed 1o by every-
houdy and it has 1o be delbe-
ered on time and on badger”

Central Goulbum Water
Services Commines (WSC)
chalrman Peter Hacon said
he'd like 1o see Ms Ryan moet
with lrrigators. “The biggest
tsreat is water leaving the ar-
ea, not only for lrrigniors, bt
also for Goulburn-Murray
Water (GMW)™ Mr Hacon
indd, “Grassmoots advice has
nod been Ustened to - they've
run ot thouble in the pasy
because they didn't Hsten
o us” He sakd water was
a “massive portialle - (t's
virtually impossthle ta leam
about it straight up. U she
Hstens to the wsenl orew, she
Is going to end up with the
usual problem: she needs o
broaden her horteons”

VFF  Sunraysis  Branch
water spokesman Bill Mc-
Clumpha said Ms Ryan's
BEppolntmient was "3 surprise
move by the Nms" “Me
Walsh has been welded
the water portollo in gov-
emment and in oppostdon

for decades and it is hand 1o
accept that he would let it go
without some presskng im-
perative” He said the branch
was looking forward to nd-
vising Ma Byan about some
of the ongoing issues, fcing
irrigators in the north-west
Tha included the electon
of irrigators o the board of
Lower Murtay Water, a move
e spid was promised by M
Walsh, when he was in oppo-
sifon.

“The changes o the car-
v over mules. following the
review, have burne local frr-
gators, and those new rules
need to be overhawled” Mr
MecClumpha said

He said he was concerned
Ms. Ryan's infial comments
indicated a “populist® ap-
proach o waber policy,
“mone s0 than the rigonos
and informed appreach that
would be required should
she become the next water

mindster”
He said it would be a
shame If Ms. Rvan persisced

In going down the easy mad
of painting the finger ar wa-
ter reform and the Murmay
Darling Basin Plan (MOBF)
ns belng the dowrifall of the

Goualburn Murrsy Irrigation
District  {(GMID) and  the
dalry kndusrey.

“I's in evervbody's imer-
24ty that economic realithes
aren | pushed to the side, like
they ane by present state and
Federnl incumbems. There
are other frrigators  than
clairy formiers and other dis-
ericts than the GMID. Ms, Ry-
an st take that on boand”

Upper Goulbum River
Carchmen Association
spokeswornan Jan Beer Yea,
sald Ms Ryan mist stand up
and state the 450GL could
not be recoversd, or de-
livered to South Australla,
withowt massive soclal and
ecomomike  Impacts, . *To
wansfer another 450GL out
of the GMID and Southern
Connected system will de-
stroy these areas entircy.
The current Water minister,
Lisa Neville, knows and un-
derstands this only too weil”
Als Beer gald,

"Nor can thot water be
delivered - It i3 technbeally
unachievable znd as the
spring 2016 floods showed
woubd create millions  of
doblars dumage all down the
river systems”
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WATER POLITICE: Notionals Euroa MP Steph Ryan has

stapped into the contentious waler role.

Water and
politics good
mix for Ryan

THE first mew Victorian oo-
aliion Water spokeswoman
= in government or opposi-
thon - for abour 15 years has
sald she was surprised about
being handed the robe.

Eurca  Matonals  MP
Stephanie Ryan sald she was
alsn excited by the opporu-
nlty to take over {rom long
sanding opposition spokes-
man and former mindster
Peter Walsh,

“Peter Wilsh has obrviouws-
Iy had the portiallo for close
to 15 years now and [ think
he'd need a very compel-
ling reseon to ghve it up” Ms
Ryan sabd. “He does realise
he has a lot of work to do In
the Drecentralisation port-
foltn, which has been new-
v ereated.

Ms Byan sald she grew up
on an lrrigated dalry farm, o
understood the Importance
of how water was managed,
Iin northern Victaria

“The politcs of water was
the reason 1 got into parkia-
ment in the firsg place” She
sifd her key challonge was
getting out and talking to
irrigators. *1 have worked
in the water space but my
head hasn't been fully there
= 1 wint to get out and hear
what people have o tell me”

Mis Fvan sald.

Victoria neaded 1o contin-
ue making the cese ancund
the socip-eConomic Impacts
of loslng the 450 Gigalitres
(GLY of upwater. *I don't
think the Southem Basin,
and porhern Vicoorka, can
afford o lose mone water,
she sakd, “The impact of that
is devastating, nod just on the
social fabric of the comm-
nity, but also those irrigatons
who remain with o bigger
cost burden of runnisg
thie system.

*1 will be very focussed
on thar and making sure the
Victorian government Is ar-
gubng that cose and interests
of Victorlan irrigniors are
defersded, 2 the: Basin Pian

Ms Ryan sald she was
awnre of balancing compet-
ing demands, from Irrigators
across Victorta, “Thankfully
| oaly have to balance the
needs of Victoria, Someane
once wid me that i you
make everybody a linthe bil
unhappy you have generally
achieved the right balance. I
someone ks really happy, and
someone Is very unfappy,
then typlcally speaking the
halance & wrong”

- AMOREW MILLER
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Planning for Sustainable Animal Industries

a0 Saptember 2017
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The Victonan Government is overhauling Victoria's agricultural planning rules with a suite of
proposed reforms that strike the balance between delivering for farmers and meeting community
expectations

The propesed changes will simplify ptanning requirements for animal based farming and will
improve the consistency of how the rules are applied. The reforms aim to make the land use
planning process clearer for farmers, councils and the community

This work delivers on key actions under Planning for Sustainable Animal Industries, the Victorian
Govermment's response to the 2016 Animal Indusiries Advisory Commities report

—

A two month consultation period begins today seeking feedback on proposed new land use terms
and definitions, graduated planning controls and guidance to help imprave the quality of planning
applications and permit conditions

The reforms have been developed with significant input from a reference group comprising key
industry sectors, local government and community members

The changes inciude new land use terms and definitions that will reduce regulation for farmers
Ty P B e S——
with grazing animals and small-scale pig and poultry farms that are low nisk

e T s

Benefits for farmers include greater certainty due to clearer land use definitions and planning
controls, more flewibility to supplementary feed their livestock without the need for a planning
permit, and permit exemptions. for small scale pig and poultry producers

Further opportunities to simpdify planning requirements for low risk farming will be explored in
2018 and 2019 as part of the ongoing Planning for Susta imal Industries initiative.

To faciintate feedback during the consultation period. several information sessicns will be held
across the stale and public responses can be submitted until Tuesday 14 November 2017

To find out more aboul the planning reforms. including the timing and location of information
$es510n5. go to agnculture vic gov. au/planning-animal-industries

hup:/'www.vic.gov.au/news/planning-for-sustainable-animal...  16/10/2017



