




The first two items on this list require further explanation: 
Supporting Local Government community-based repair Community-based repair has the potential to 
contribute significantly to overall rates of repair. As a recent CSIRO report on the circular economy 
stated, 'there needs to be clear roles for participants in the circular economy, spanning the public, 
household, government, private and non-profit sectors'3• The partnership between 21 Sydney 
metropolitan Local Government Councils and the product-repair social enterprise Bower provides a 
model and useful case study for successful community-based repair. The Councils have service 
agreements with Bower, paying a fee {based on the number of households serviced) for the 
collection, repair and sell-on of items at lower prices. Councils also fund, promote and invite residents 
to Bower-run Repair Cafes, which mentor community repairers, supplying advice, supervision and 
tools. Through supporting Repair Cafes, Local Government is addressing a major barrier to repair - a 
deficit of repair skills and negative attitudes to using reclaimed goods. Council support, however, is 
precarious. Local Government waste management has come under extreme economic pressure since 
China banned waste imports from Australia in 2018. Lack of Australian recycling capacity forces 
Councils to export non-durable waste to other countries that now pay negligible, if any, rates for 
municipal solid waste. This has impacted the amount Sydney Councils can afford to pay Bower for its 
collection service. With state, territory and Commonwealth funding support, however, Local 
Governments could conceivably roll out the Bower model nationally, adding significantly to the 
estimated $15.6 billion dollars4 that repair and maintenance already adds to Australia's annual GDP. 
Reviewing product stewardship legislation to ensure repair and reuse are prioritised The Australian 
Government's newly enacted Recycling and Waste Reduction Act 20205 is to be commended for 
stating that Product Stewardship should aim to take action that 'relates to improving the durability, 
reparability and reusability of products'. However, more needs to be done to turn aim into action. For 
example, the National Television and Computer Recycling Scheme {NTCRS) diverted 50% of e-waste 
from landfill in 2018-19. This number could be increased by extending the scheme to a wider range of 
e-waste products. However, a large proportion of e-waste is difficult to recycle and once separated 
from the recoverable proportion is landfilled. Half of the e-waste recovered in the 2018-19 period was 
sent overseas, and it is difficult to verify much of its fate. Avoiding disposal in the first instance is a 
logical starting point for improvement, and a key element in the Commission's report should be 
investigating how re-use can be integrated with the NTCRS and other product stewardship schemes. 
At present, no product stewardship scheme operating in the country includes targets or incentives for 
repair and reuse. Product repair and re-useability must be made an integral part of Australia's product 
stewardship toolkit.

ALGA looks forward to making a comprehensive submission in response to the Commission's 
forthcoming draft report on the Right to Repair. Please contact Roz Chivers, Executive Director, Policy 
and Research on 02 6122 9414 if you would like to discuss further. 

Yours sincerely 

Adrian Beresford-W�{e 
Chief Executive 
Australian Local Government Association 

3 CSIRO, 2021, Circular economy roadmap for plastics, glass, paper and tyres, pl 
4 ABS 2020 Australian Industry, 2018-19 
5 Recycling and Waste Reduction Act 2020, of Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra, Chapter 1(3cii) 
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