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Plastic Free Cayman “For those asking where this is, it is the canal of Leogane, Haiti. Many people here are using this video to say Trump was justified in calling poor countries with people wanting to immigrate to the US "shit holes". On the face of it this is somewhat correct, when one looks at the amount of garbage in this canal it is hard to deny that it is a shit hole. However, instead of the wealthy first world condemnation of Trump and his supporters one should look at the context of why an area becomes a shit hole.

First of all in more recent history, Leogane was the epicentre of the devastating earthquake in 2010 that destroyed 80 to 90% of its buildings and killed 20 to 30 thousand people in Leogane alone or between 10-20% of its population. Western aid efforts were well funded intentional failures in which most of the money went other places than to the people. The worst instance of this was the alternative to Trump in the last election, Hillary Clinton and the Clinton Foundation came to Haiti supposedly to save and help the people but mostly siphoned off the aid money and made sure Haitian agriculture and commerce was even more under the domination of US corporations.

To go further back in history Haiti was a French slave colony in which one of the world's most important historical events occurred in 1804, a revolution in which slaves overthrew their masters and ruled their own country. Despite the historical importance of this event, it is not given very much importance or attention in our schools and I suspect that is not by coincidence. Haiti was building a successful country despite trade sanctions placed on them by both France and the US when the French navy showed up in 1825 and demanded compensation for the property lost through the revolution, in other words they wanted the slaves to pay the slave masters for the plantations they had taken over. The sum demanded was 150 million Francs or twice the amount the US had paid France for Louisiana. It is estimated as anywhere between 20 and 40 billion in today's currency. If Haiti did not pay up the French would invade it and retake the country. The Haitians paid the money, crippling their economy and putting them in severe debt to both US and French banks as they had to borrow much of the money.

Since then the history of Haiti has been one of foreign interference, coup d'etats, military invasion and occupation. A similar incident to the French one occurred in 1915 when the US invaded and the country was ruled by the US military for the next 19 years. One of the first acts of the US was to take the Haitian gold reserve to the US for “safe keeping” in the vaults of the predecessor of Citibank, wealth that has never been returned to Haiti. Whenever a leader was elected who tried to correct some of the injustices in Haiti with ideas such as the wealth of Haitian resources going to the Haitian people instead of foreign corporations or asking for reparations to France or the US for stolen money, that resulted in them being overthrown by our human rights loving democracies. In Canada the far lesser known of the Meech Lake conferences was the one in which the governments of the US, Canada and France decided to overthrow Aristide with the help of the puppet government installed in its neighbour the Dominican Republic.

So yes many countries may be to some extent shit holes but when we call them that we ignore our role in making them into shit holes. When rich countries have a lot of immigrants and refugees from another country it is often an indication that this particular country did a lot of bad things in the other country which produced poverty and refugees. France has many Algerians, England has many Indians and Pakistanis, the US has many people from Central America, Canada has many Haitians and Europe is now inundated by the Libyan and Syrian victims of NATO aggression. We love to point to poverty in countries like Cuba and Venezuela or North Korea and say this is proof socialism or communism does not work. Yet while these countries are poor they are also under many of the same sanctions that Haiti has been under when we did not like the fact that the slaves had a successful revolution and ruled their country. Haiti is also the poorest country in the western hemisphere and is a capitalist democracy not a socialist country. So while many socialist countries are poor also, in most regions the poorest countries are capitalist democracies who in true capitalist fashion are being exploited, bullied and when our human rights loving democracies deem it necessary bombed and invaded by the richer capitalist countries. Many poor people in this world may be living in shit holes but the shit hole they live in is being dug by the rich countries.”

Anita Horan video
        
A brown pelican coated in oil struggles on East Grand Terre Island, Louisiana, on June 4, 2010.
Photograph by Win McNamee, Getty Images
Ten years later, BP oil spill continues to harm wildlife—especially dolphins
Some species, such as brown pelicans, have rebounded, while long-lived species have been hindered for generations. Still, data is scarce.
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SA’s BAG BAN

PLEASE DON'T BAG US!
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Turtles often mistake
plastic bags for jellyfish

Images by Troy Mayne, Oceanic Imagery
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IT'S PRETTY AMAZING THAT
OUR SOCIETY HAS REACHED A POINT
WHERE THE EFFORT NECESSARY TO

O S S
'EXTRACT OIL FROM THE GROUND,
SHIP TO A REFINERY,

TURN IT INTO PLASTIC,
SHAPE IT APPROPRIATELY,
TRUCK IT TO A STORE,

BUY IT, AND BRING IT HOME

1S CONSIDERED TO BE LESS EFFORT |
THAN WHAT IT TAKES
TO JUST WASH THE SPOON WHEN |
YOU ARE DONE WITH IT.
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Plastic pollution by numbers

@ Thrown away: 35 billion B
plastic water bottles a year §
in the US

plastic bags used annually

i @ Approximately 500 billion
worldwide

@ Over 40 percent of
plastic usage is in packaging

@ Plastics are estimated to
‘ account for 8 percent of
world’s oil production

@ Over 250 species known
-# to have ingested or become
tangled in plastic =
@ A 2002 UN study estimated i
) $7 trillion a year of economic
risk from plastic pollution
Souce: Plastic Oceans
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cigarettes / cigarette filters cups, plates, forks, "
Krives, spoone algalita Most commonly found items at

#beach cleanups. Keep track of what you

find tomorrow and compare! #litter #trash
e 1 '| 40 222 @ B‘I ‘I 048 #keepourbeachesclean
)

) ') piercethebrayson @CLICK_HERE_239_FR
food wrappers / containers straws, stirrers 33_FOLLOWERS

@CLICK_HERE_239_FR33_FOLLOWERS
@CLICK_HERE_239_FR33_FOLLOWERS

® 1 []B 5 17] ® 52 1 73[] alinelazzarotto @alinematulja
y y y mariabragadalo @plasticosfantasticos

beverage bottles (plastic) beverage bottles (glass)  gerlaundes @ladypye

1,019,902 “ 339,873

bags (plastic)

< © 058833
=

athyj @chubby.lou

beverage cans

© 298,332

Bags (paper) Log in to like or comment.
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| reusable I;ag :
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29 likes

algalita Going shopping this weekend?
Don't forget your #reusablebag! Also,
reusable bags aren't just for the grocery
store, you can use them at the mall too!
At the very least, instead of getting a
new bag at every store, put new
purchases in older bags. Less waste and
easier to carry around. #singleusesucks

swimmerandbambi @sarahandbambi

dodd_mitchell @effplastic bags work
well

sunsetartique | like these practical tips
on how to reduce plastic waste!

algalita @sunsetartique thanks for the
feedback! we'll try to do more of them. ;)

beachcleanups Assuming the reusable
bag isn't made of some synthetic which
unfortunately many are here

ecowarepackaging Completely agree!
Gond to see some sinermarkets
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algalita

21likes

algalita #plastic #photodegrades rather
than #biodegrades, meaning that it just
breaks down into smaller and smaller
pieces without ever actually going away.
#plasticsoup #plasticpollution #labday

Log in to like or comment.
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15,000 bottles and cans wasted EVERY MINUTE
in Australia...

SHARE IF YOU WANT A 10C DEPOSIT FOR ALL AUSTRALIA
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9 Easy Ways
to Use Less Plastic

Plastic is one of the most prominent pollutants of our earth and ocean.
It just makes sense to find easy ways to use less.
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China will save 37 million barrels of
oil each year due to their ban of
free plastic bags
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