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I have worked in both the private and public health systems as an anaesthetist for 40 years. Our health system is the envy of the world but it is being undermined by the corporatisation and Americanisation of health care. Many specialists are gaming the system and charging exorbitant fees while primary care doctors are being squeezed. There is room for reform of the MBS schedule and the PBS which will save money. Appropriate medical care of the socially disadvantaged pays a huge societal dividend and saves money in the long term.
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