Table B.7
Impact of Commission inquiry reports on policy makinga
	
	Inquiry report
	Government response to Commission findings and/or recommendations

	1
	Australian Black Coal Industry 
(July 1998)
	The Australian Government supported all of the Commission’s recommendations and intended to work with the New South Wales and Queensland Governments to ensure their implementation.

	2
	International Air Services 
(September 1998)
	The Government agreed to implement substantial liberalisation of the regulatory framework, though not to offer unrestricted access to Australia’s major airports nor to remove cabotage restrictions.

	3
	Pig and Pigmeat Industries: Safeguard Action Against Imports (November 1999)
	The Government concurred with the Commission’s findings on safeguard action; eschewing tariff and quota restrictions and opting for adjustment assistance for the industry.

	4
	Nursing Home Subsidies 
(January 1999)
	The Government accepted a range of Commission recommendations but rejected others. The report continues to be a key reference in Parliament, State and community debate on aged care.

	5
	Implementation of Ecologically Sustainable Development by Commonwealth Departments and Agencies (May 1999)
	The formal government response to the report and a postscript on implementation indicate substantial support for the Commission’s proposals for integrating ESD principles in decision making and agency reporting and for improvements in data collection.

	6
	Progress in Rail Reform 
(August 1999)
	The Australian Government broadly endorsed a number of the Commission’s recommendations relating to areas of its responsibility. In other areas, it deferred consideration of Commission recommendations, contingent on progress with reform within existing institutional arrangements. 

	7
	International Telecommunications Market Regulation (August 1999)
	The Government endorsed nearly all of the Commission’s principal findings.

	8
	Impact of Competition Policy 
Reforms on Rural and Regional Australia (September 1999)
	The Government cited  the evidence of the benefits of national competition policy to rural and regional Australia and endorsed the thrust of the Commission’s recommendations. The Commission’s findings on the impacts of competition reforms and the wider economic and social drivers of change were used in parliamentary debates, in national competition policy processes and wider community debate on competition policy.

	9
	International Liner Cargo Shipping (September 1999)
	The Government accepted all of the Commission’s key recommendations. 


	
	
	

	10
	Australia’s Gambling Industries (November 1999)
	The report was welcomed by the Prime Minister as the first comprehensive investigation of the social and economic impacts of gambling in Australia; it is being used extensively in policy debates in the States and Territories, with a number of its proposals being adopted; and it is the prime reference source on problem gambling for community groups and the media. The report remains a major reference point in community discussion of gambling issues in Australia.

	11
	Broadcasting (March 2000)
	The Government did not formally responded to the report. Nevertheless, the report is still referred to in parliamentary and wider community debate on foreign ownership, the cross-media rules, the regulation of digital TV and datacasting and indigenous broadcasting; and policy analysts and the media continue to cite it regularly. The Government made some references to the report when introducing its Broadcasting Services Amendment (Media Ownership) Bill 2006.

	12
	Review of Australia’s General 
Tariff Arrangements (July 2000)
	In December 2000 the Government rejected the Commission’s recommendations to remove the 3 per cent duty on business inputs under the Tariff Concession System and the 5 per cent general tariff rate, but agreed to overhaul the by-law system. In its 2005-06 Budget, the Government announced removal of the 3 per cent tariff applying to business inputs imported under a tariff concession order, effective from 11 May 2005.

	13
	Review of Legislation Regulating
the Architectural Profession 
(August 2000)
	Responsibility for regulating architects lies with the States and Territories. The Working Group developing a national response to the report rejected the Commission’s preferred option to repeal Architects Acts and remove statutory certification. However, it supported a range of Commission proposals to remove anti-competitive elements in legislation regulating the architectural profession.

	14
	Review of the Prices Surveillance 
Act (August 2001)
	While agreeing to repeal the Prices Surveillance Act, the Government decided to retain more extensive price controls and processes in the Trade Practices Act than recommended by the Commission.

	15
	Cost Recovery by Government Agencies (August 2001)
	The Government’s interim response indicated substantial agreement with the Commission’s recommendations. Recommendations on the design of cost recovery arrangements and improvements to agency efficiency would be examined in detail with affected agencies and addressed in preparing the Government’s final response.

	16
	Telecommunications Competition Regulation (September 2001)
	The Government moved to speed up dispute resolution processes consistent with the Commission’s draft report proposals. In its legislative response to the final report, the Government endorsed the thrust of the Commission’s recommendations by retaining the telecommunications-specific parts of the competition regime, providing greater upfront certainty for investors and implementing a number of other recommendations. It did not maintain the recommended merit appeal processes.
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	17
	Review of the National Access Regime (September 2001)
	The Government endorsed the majority of the Commission’s recommendations on the national access regime, in particular the provision of clearer directions to regulators and greater certainty for investors. 

	18
	Review of Certain Superannuation Legislation (December 2001)
	The Government agreed that legislative changes were needed to reduce compliance costs, would implement a number of Commission recommendations and further examine others, but did not accept proposed reforms to institutional arrangements for handling complaints. In a subsequent response to a report by the Superannuation Working Group, the Government effectively supported the Commission’s recommendations to license superannuation trustees and for trustees to submit a risk management statement.

	19
	Price Regulation of Airport Services (January 2002)
	The Government supported all of the major elements of the Commission’s preferred approach for a light-handed regulatory regime, involving a ‘probationary’ period of price monitoring.

	20
	Citrus Growing and Processing 
(April 2002)
	The Government stated that the Commission’s report had enabled the concerns of the Australian citrus industry about its competitive situation and outlook to be carefully examined. It subsequently endorsed all of the Commission’s recommendations covering trade negotiations, market access arrangements, export control arrangements and review, and industry compliance costs.

	21
	Independent Review of the Job Network (June 2002)
	The Government stated the report was a significant and authoritative examination of the Job Network and agreed with a number of Commission recommendations. It had already changed the design of some Job Network features on the basis of the Commission’s draft report. However, the Government did not support some key Commission recommendations at present, but would give consideration to them as employment services policy evolves.

	22
	Radiocommunications 
(July 2002)
	The Government accepted most of the Commission’s recommendations but would further consider whether spectrum licences should be issued in perpetuity and some other matters. Six recommendations were rejected, the most significant of which dealt with changes to competition rules and ministerial discretion on limits to spectrum acquisition in auctions. 

	23
	Review of Section 2D of the 
Trade Practices Act 1974: Local Government Exemptions 
(August 2002)
	The Government accepted the Commission’s recommendation that section 2D be repealed and replaced with a section stating explicitly that Part IV of the Trade Practices Act only applies to the business activities of local government.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	24
	Economic Regulation of Harbour Towage and Related Services (August 2002)
	The Government accepted all the Commission’s recommendations, with minor modifications relating to the implementation of price monitoring.

	25
	Review of Automotive Assistance (September 2002)
	The Government endorsed the Commission’s findings on post-2005 tariff reductions and transitional adjustment assistance for the industry (though with an additional $1.4 billion, over 10 years, than preferred by the Commission), agreed with many of the Commission’s findings on other assistance and industry matters, and announced a further inquiry by the Commission in 2008.

	26
	Review of TCF Assistance
(July 2003)
	The Government accepted the Commission’s preferred tariff option and quantum of transitional assistance, though with some variations in the components of that support package.

	27
	National Workers’ Compensation 
and Occupational Health and Safety Frameworks (March 2004)
	The Government initially did not support key elements of the Commission’s proposed national framework model and deferred consideration of recommendations relating to design elements for workers’ compensation schemes and OHS pending advice from a new tripartite body, the Australian Safety and Compensation Council. Subsequently, the Government has expanded access to self-insurance arrangements for firms and enacted other legislative changes consistent with the Commission’s recommendations.

	28
	First Home Ownership 
(March 2004)
	The Government supported recommendations relating to areas of State responsibility but not those relating to reviews of the personal income taxation regime and the housing needs of low income households nor changes to the First Home Owner Scheme.

	29
	Impacts of Native Vegetation and Biodiversity Regulations 
(April 2004)
	The Government announced that it supported the Commission’s recommendations and would pursue implementation by the States and Territories through the COAG process.

	30
	Review of the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992
(April 2004)
	The Government accepted a majority of the Commission’s 32 recommendations in full, in principle or in part. Many of the Commission’s most significant recommendations were adopted including legislative change to clarify the reasonable adjustment duty implied in the Act but, importantly, also to strengthen and/or extend existing safeguard mechanisms.

	31
	Review of the Gas Access Regime (June 2004)
	The Ministerial Council on Energy supported the Commission’s key recommendations.
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	32
	Review of Part X of the Trade Practices Act 1974: International 
Liner Cargo Shipping 
(February 2005)
	The Government did not support the Commission’s preferred policy option of repealing Part X of the Trade Practices Act and subjecting the liner shipping cargo industry to general competition law. The Government decided to retain Part X but to amend it, however, in a manner consistent with other options in the Commission’s report.

	
 33
	Review of National Competition 
Policy Reforms (February 2005)
	The Government stated that the response to the Commission’s recommendations would be the outcome of COAG’s review of national competition policy. COAG drew on the Commission’s analysis of the benefits of past national competition policy reforms and important elements of COAG’s National Reform Agenda reflect the Commission’s recommendations and approach.

	34
	Smash Repair and Insurance
(March 2005)
	The Government agreed with the Commission’s key recommendations on the development and nature of a voluntary code of conduct for the smash repair and insurance industries. A Motor Vehicle Insurance and Repair Industry Code of Conduct commenced on 1 September 2006.

	35
	Australian Pigmeat Industry
(March 2005)
	The Government in effect endorsed the bulk of the Commission’s findings and, importantly, did not commit to additional industry-specific assistance measures.

	36
	The Private Cost Effectiveness 
of Improving Energy Efficiency
(August 2005)
	The Government has announced agreement with all of the Commission’s recommendations and that it would work with the States, through the Ministerial Council on Energy, to consider the Commission’s findings and analysis.

	37
	Conservation of Australia’s 
Historic Heritage Places 
(April 2006)
	While the Government agreed with the Commission that private owners should not have unreasonable costs imposed on them by heritage listing, it was not attracted to the Commission’s key recommendation that private owners be given an additional appeal right on this basis. The Government also rejected recommendations that all levels of government recognise and separately fund the heritage responsibilities of non-heritage agencies as community service obligations and for transparency in reporting heritage-related expenditures and costs.

	38
	Waste Management
(October 2006)
	The Government endorsed the overarching principle of subjecting all waste policies to rigorous cost-benefit analysis and other elements of best-practice regulation making but rejected the Commission’s broad policy framework recommendations. The Commonwealth endorsed a range of other recommendations including those on the assessment of plastic bag regulation; the 2008 review of the National Packaging Covenant; avoidance of mandatory standards for recycled content in products; the supply of factually accurate, relevant and publicly accessible information on the risks, costs and benefits of waste management issues; and leaving the provision of waste-exchange services to private markets.

	39
	Tasmanian Freight Subsidy Arrangements (December 2006)
	In response to the Commission’s draft report proposals that the subsidy schemes be phased out or abolished, the Government announced that both the Tasmanian Freight Equalisation Scheme and the Tasmanian Wheat Freight Scheme would continue. The Commission’s final report focused on reforms which would improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the schemes and the Government agreed with the Commission’s substantive recommendations.

	40
	Review of Price Regulation of 
Airport Services 
(December 2006)
	The Government announced that it supported nearly all of the Commission’s recommendations on a new price monitoring regime for airport services.

	41
	Road and Rail Freight 
Infrastructure Pricing 
(December 2006)
	COAG announced in April 2007 that it broadly endorsed the reform blueprint proposed by the Commission. Further, it accepted the Commission’s finding that the road freight industry is not subsidised relative to rail freight on either the inter-capital corridors or in regional areas and that the appropriate focus for policy reform is on enhancing efficiency and productivity within each mode.

	42
	Safeguards Inquiry into the Import of Pigmeat (Accelerated Report) (December 2007)
	On 20 December 2007 the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries announced the Commission had found that provisional safeguard measures on pigmeat imports were not warranted and that, consistent with Australia’s international obligations, the WTO would be notified accordingly.

	43
	The Market for Retail Tenancy
Leases in Australia
	A government response was tabled in Parliament on 27 August 2008. The Government agreed or agreed in-principle to the Commission’s recommendations on the use of simple (plain English) language in all tenancy documentation; contact points for information on lease negotiation, lease registration and dispute resolution; harmonisation of retail tenancy legislation across jurisdictions; and the possible introduction of a code of conduct for the retail tenancy market as an alternative to prescriptive legislation. The Commonwealth did not support the Commission’s recommendation that state and territory governments remove restrictions that provide no improvement in operational efficiency, compared with the broader market for commercial tenancies.

	44
	Safeguards Inquiry into the Import of Pigmeat (March 2008)
	A government response was tabled in Parliament on 4 June 2008. The response provided agreement or in-principle agreement to all of the Commission’s recommendations. The response noted that the Commission’s accelerated report found that provisional safeguard action could not be taken against pigmeat imports at that time. It further noted that the Commission’s final report also found that safeguard action was not justified because increased imports had not caused and were not threatening to cause serious injury to the domestic industry. Accordingly, on 8 April 2008, the Government notified the WTO that the safeguards investigation had been terminated, and that it would not impose safeguard measures.

	
	
	(continued next page)


Table B.7
(continued)
	
	Inquiry report
	Government response to Commission findings and/or recommendations

	45
	Review of Australia’s Consumer Policy Framework (May 2008)
	In its communiqué of 2 October 2008, COAG announced that it had agreed to a new consumer policy framework comprising a single national consumer law based on the Trade Practices Act 1974 and drawing on the recommendations of the Commission and best practice in State and Territory consumer laws. In addition, COAG is also reviewing occupational regulations only applying in one or two jurisdictions, which the Commission indicated warranted early attention. In accordance with a further Commission recommendation, on 22 July 2008 the Assistant Treasurer also announced changes to the configuration of the Commonwealth Consumer Affairs Advisory Council (CCAAC).


a Additions or significant changes to the table published in the 2006-07 Annual Report are indicated in italics.


