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To whom it may concern. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit to this inquiry. We run a merino wool and 
meat merino breeding enterprise and have received assistance during this eight 
year drought. We are very grateful as it has enabled us to continue under difficult 
circumstances. Not only has it assisted people on the land but the shearers etc. 
we employ as well as the spin off to towns, rural merchandise stores etc. I feel it 
is not just farmers who have been assisted but the whole economy.   
 
 
 
G.J. & P.C. Hallam. 
 



 
 
There are several issues I wish to address. 
 

. Preparedness for drought. 
Most farmers store fodder to prepare for drought, however are not able to store 
enough to see us through eight years. Nor with the frequency of  droughts in the 
last twenty  years have we been able to save in FMD or pay superannuation for 
retirement in the last eight years. Our succession plan has therefore been put on 
hold. As it is going to take five to eight years of decent seasons for stock 
numbers to rebuild and for pastures to regenerate I can not see this changing. 
Our son is now working away from the property and we have cut costs wherever 
possible. Stock numbers are reduced, wool cuts and  tests are down and costs 
have escalated. We have implemented new management practices to try to meet 
the conditions. 
A pre drought pasture improvement programme and tree planting programme 
have  been suspended.  
It woulh help if silo, grain /hay sheds and water storage facilities were wholly tax 
deductable so that in good years we could prepare for drought. 

.Pastures/Environment. 
 
The reason pastures have been depleted is not, in the majority of cases from 
over stocking as was in the commission paper but rather from a depletion of the 
seed bed due to conditions. While we continued to keep all our stock initially,(two 
years), to preserve the environment we reduced our numbers by 30% and at 
times lot fed ewes. However as fast as germination would occur after brief 
periods of rain, harsh conditions occurred and these grasses would die before 
seeding. After eight years of these conditions the seed bed has been depleted. It 
will take approximately eight years to restore these pastures with pastures 
tolerant of dry conditions  and five years to restore stock numbers. During the 
drought we have done our best to protect the environment.  We cleaned dams, 
put in a bore , layed pipe to troughs, lot fed sheep at times, reduced sheep 
numbers, sold all cattle in the first year, used rotational grazing and contacted the 
lachlan catchment management authority to do an environmental plan for us. 
This involved fencing off creeks and gutters, putting in a bore for water, sowing 
trees and restoring the pasture to prevent run off. The co-payment of 50% is far 
more than we can afford. I ask," How can  the land managers afford to pay for for 
the restoration that is needed after  this eight year drought if current assistance 
does not continue, and should the onus be on them to do so?" At current prices 
the cost to replant pastures is as follows and we estimate that approximately 1/3 
of the property need to be resown while the rest is in desperate need of fertiliser. 
This appears to be the case in this whole area. 
    



 
PERENNIAL PASTURE EXPENSES (EXC GST) 
 
Fertiliser:        Granulock 15          $203/Ha  (Adding sulphur) 
                          MAP                        $150/Ha 
 
Perennial Seed Mix                         $120/Ha 
 
Knockdown herbicide                     $33/Ha 
 
Contract Sowing                               $70/Ha 
 
Lime                                                   $ 90/Ha 
 
Spreading  lime                                 $42/Ha 
 
Spray Contractor                              $ 15/Ha 
 
 
 
TOTAL                                              $520/Ha 
 
 
CALCULATIONS 
 
Fert: Granulock 15,  ($ 1355/t x 150 kg/ha) 1 tone bulk bag price, delivered    
                                     Goulburn. 
         MAP                  ( $1678/t x 90 kg/ha) 1 TBR ex Goulburn. 
 
Perennial mix : Phalaris, cocksfoot and subclover ( $12/kg @ 10 kg/ha). 
 
Herbicide : Glyphosate CT (1.5 L/Ha @ $12/litre       = $18.50/ha 
                     Kamba 500       (300 ml/ha @$34/litre      =$10.00/ha 
                     Li 700                (250 ml/ha @$8.75/litre   =$2.20/ha 
                     Fastac Duo         (200ml/ha @$10.00/litre =$2.00/ha 
 
Lime  : Generally spread @2.5 t/ha.         
 
 
Note: Many growers have own equipment so contractor rates can be left out if 
needed. 



 

. Assistance and F M D'S 
With the frequency of droughts and the recovery time from each drought I do not believe 
F M D's can be relied upon as a means of drought proofing. 
Anyone recieving assistance from the Rural Assistance Authority has already had to 
prove viability. 
 

.Income contingent loans. 
 
Question.  Do the car industries, arts council, sport institute athletes and other 
industries that have assistance have income contingent loans and how much do these 
industries contribute to the economy.? I believe that rural people want to be self sufficient 
and to get back on their feet as soon as possible. It is known that Australian farmers are 
the most efficient in the world. We have not needed this assistance before and do not 
want to be claiming assistance forever. The sooner we can get out of debt the better but 
we will need assistance to repair the damage incurred over the past years if we are going 
to continue to provide food, work and produce in the future. 

.Implementation of drought policies. 
 
Centerlink and the RAA have been very efficient and friendly when dealing with support 
issues. After being involved in trying to raise awareness within the community of 
assistance available I find that people ften say it is too difficult. The rural councillors 
have been of immense help to those of us who find the task too onerous. As people on the 
front line they have been in a position to also recognise those whose health is also  risk 
factor. Their assistance to individuals and to communities has been invaluable. We have 
found ENRAC personel to be very efficient and knowledgeable about conditions. 
We note the assistance given in Victoria regarding rates. This has not occurred in NSW. 
Rather during this time of drought our rates have more than doubled! 
Transport assistance has been of assistance with stock and grain cartage. 

. Income support   
 
The health care card has been of great assistance. Without it I have no doubt that many 
would not have had prescriptions filled, and with the many health issues relating to the 
drought this would have been a great concern. The living allowance has helped 
households and I do believe that is how it has been used.  
Interest rate subsidies have enabled us to meet banks requirements and to retain some 
stock and to implement changes to meet the conditions. 

      



 
.Closing. 
We realise that times are changing and that we will need to adapt to the change in 
climate but we wish to make the point that we cannot adapt to climate change until we 
recover from the last eight years. In a normal drought there has always been a recovery 
year. There needs to be an adjustment period but as stated earlier. this is going to 
take five to eight years of reasonable seasons. 

 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


