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RE: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF POST-WAR PROJECT HOME CENTRES & ESTATES

Thank you for your letter dated 11" May 2005 from NSW Heritage (Office requesting it

rank the various groups of project hame centres an
analysiz, The RAIA NSW Heritage Committee met on the 12th May

d estates identified in its comparative
2008 and reviewed

research to date and established the ranking that is outlined below. The groups are
ranked according to their heritage significance with a brisf explanation as to why each

ranking was mads,

The First Ranking

The First Pettit and Sevitt Project House Display Village, 400 Mons Vale Road 17, 1€,
21, 23, 25. 27 & 28 Richmond Avenue, St Ives.

The Sacond Ranking

The Second Pettit and Sevitt Project House Display Village, Staddon Close, St Ives.

The Third Ranking

Sunline Forast Heights Estate 1-21 Virginia Place, Forestvile, Warringah

The First Lend Lease Demenstration Village, Kingsdene Estate, Carlingford
The Carlingford Homes Fair, Kingsdene Estate Carlingford
The Second Lend Lease Demonstration Villags, Cariingford

Tha Parade of Homes. Cherrybrook Gardens Estate, West Pennant Hills

The Third and Fourth Pettit & Sevitt Display Villages st Belrose

The Fifth Pettit & Sevitt Display Village at Duffy Avenue, Waestleigh
The Sixth Pettit & Sevitt Display Villages at Windham Place, Westieigh
The Seventh Pettit & Sevitt Display Villzge at Castie Hill

The Eighth Pettit & Sevitt Display Village, Baulkham Hills

Civic Constructions Exhibiion Village, Westieigh

Civic Constructions Exhibition Village, Castie Hill
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Bachkground

The RAIA wrote to Ku-ring-gai Councii regarding the importence of he Pettit & Sevitt
Richmond Avenue St ives Display Village in July 2004. The RAIA NSW Chapter has
undertaken 2 wide-ranging study of the architecture of the 'Sydney School” for the NSW
Hentage Office. Subsequently the RAIA NSW Chapter has completad an extensive
comparative analysis of Post War project houses and merchant builders display villages,

The former Petlit & Sewitt Richmond Averive and Staddon Close St ives Display Villagas
have both been listed on the RAIA NSW Chapter Register of Twentiath Century
Buildings of Significarce and nominations for the State Heritage Ragister prapared,
Nominations for Suniine Forest Heights Estate 1-21 Virginia Place, Forsstville,
Warringah and the First Lend Lease Demonstration Village, the Catlingford Homes Fair,
and the Second Lend Lease Damonstration Village, =il on Kingadere Esiate,
Ceringford, Baulikham Hills are alsc being prepared.

The First Ranking

May 1284 The First Pettit and Sevitt Project House Display Viliage, 400 Mona Vale
Road 17, 18, 21, 23, 25, 27 & 28 Richmond Avenue, St lves, Ku-rir g-gal The estate
includes eight houses sited and designed by architect Ken Woollay in the 'Sydney
School Style’ wnich could be subsequently constructed on cdlient-oy/ned sites.

These houges and their setiings mark a significant development in the Sydney School
idicm and have been identified as a pleces of State heritage significance. The RAIA
Sydney Schoo! Architeciura and Project House studies have both identified this Pettit &
Sevitt group as the first and most significant project house display village for the
following reasons;

e The houses and their siting were designed by one architect a leading proponent
of the Sydney School, Ken Woolley.

’7_ = Itwas the first estate to antirely use of the Sydney School vocabulary where the

traditional mathods of bullding construction were rationalised, inventing a modern
‘'vernacular’ sutted to Sydney's awkward topography. The houses also used off-
site manufacture of as many components a3 possible.

» It was the first where construction was not franchised to independent bullders.

7 » |t was the first where development was not predominantly a land subdivision
[ exercise

+ |t was the place where Peftit and Sevit, architect Ken Woolley and landscape
architect Bruce Mackenzie, introduced the mechanisms that protected the
originai landscapa from clearing. This was schieved fencing off the building
footprint including envisaged driveways, turf and drying arees. This is the first
project home village development associated with the Sydnay School (compiete
with landscape treatrment) that laid the foundations of the philosaphy of the
consarvation of an indigenous Austratian landscape whers the landscape of tha
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place is preserved and reinforced by the devalopment. The practice of this idea
was subsequently widely adopted.

« It was a major contributor to the perpetuation of the principles established by the
Sydney School architects who influenced vernacular housing not designed by
architects. Petiit & Sevitt project houses at the time represented a revolutionary
approach to residential design in Australia. It popularised opsn planning, the
family room and ensuite bathroom onge restricted to individually designed
houses. Many later merchant builders used the Sydney School style and copied

{ the generic house types displayed at Richmond Avenue. in the decade following

the opening of the Richrmond Avenue Display village project houses built in
Sydney as a percentage of all houses built from 1959 ko 1972 jurmped by 50%.
Architect -commmissioned designs reached a greatly increased number of people
when over 4,000 Pettit & Sevitt houses were built.

» |t demonstrated the new role of the architect in the sixties merchant building
industry and the changes which had taken place in the methods of management,
nroduction and marketing techniques of project houses in the first half of the
decade. The traditional role of architects changed and they hecame designers of
3 markatable product,

» Itintroduced a performance bonding scheme (a form of insLrance) as an added
safeguard for home purchasers.

« It demonstrates the resolution and evolution of Ken Woolley and Ron Sevitt's
ideas: each of the generic house types represented here, the linear — lowline'
and ‘gambrel', the ‘spilt level’, ‘court yard’ and 'two storey’ house types evolved
and were raflned from their earlier concepts as short tenm exhibition bulldings at
the Parade of Homes Cherryarook and Carfingford Homes Iatr. Each of these
basic house types was developed further in the following decade In the Pettit &
Sevitt Display Villages at Staddon Closs, Belrose, Westlelgh, Castle Hill, and
Baulikham Hills, many winning multipie RAIA Project Housing Awards.

« The 'Courtyard’ design anticipated future developments in attached housing; the
houses could be linked together in free arangements to form ‘groups’,

The Second Raniking

1665 The Second Peitit and Sevitt Project House Display Village, Staddon Close, St
lves, Ku-ring-gai. The estate included nine Sydney School Houses sited designed by
architect Ken Woolley & three houses designed by Russell Jack for construction on
client owned sites.

. The estate and the houses were the first designed by two widely acclaimed
award-winning Sydney School architects. (Russell Jack hai won both the 1957
Sulman and 1963 Wilkinson Awards for two of his houses and Ken Woolley had
won the 1962 Sulman Award for Fisher Library and 1962 Wilkinson Award for his
own house. Both architects had used Pettit & Sevitt as builders prior to designing
their project housas.)
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it was the second village to demonstrate the use of the Sydney School
vocabulary as it retionalized the traditional methods of bullding gonstruction,
inverting & modern ‘vemacular suited to Sydney’'s awkware lopography

it was the second village where construction was not franchised to independent
buliders

it was the second whers development was not predeminantly A land subdivision
exarciss

It was ihe piace where Pettit and Sevitl, architect Ken Woolley and landscape
architect Bruce Mackenzie, refined the mechanisms that protected the original
iandscape from clearing.

it was a major contributor to the perpetuation of the principles astablished by tha
Sydney Schoot architects who influenced vernacuiar housirg not designed by
architects. Petilt & Sevitt project houses st the time represanted a revolutionary
approach to residental design in Australia. Many later merchant builders used
the Sydney School style and copied the generic houss typas displayed at
Richmond Avenue. in the decade foliowing the opening of tihe Richmond Avenue
and Staddon Close Display Villages project houses built in Sydney as &
parcentage of ail houses built from 1959 to 1872 jumped by 50%. Architect-
commissioned design reached a greatly increased number of peopie whan over
4,000 Pattit & Sevit houses were built.

It demonstrated the new roie of the architect in the sixties merchart bullding
industry and the changes which had taken piace In the methods of management,
production and markeating techniques of project housas in the first batf of the
gecade. The traditional role of architects changed they becama designers of a
markatable product. For the bulider it gave a certain degree of financial security,
which was espacially Importart after the early 1960s cradit squeeze. This
security was achleved because in the ‘project’ operation, unlike spec building,
construction of each house only commencad after finance was arranged and
contracts skjned,

It aiso introduced & parformance-bonding scheme (a form of insurance) as an
added ssfeguard for home purchasers.

it demonstrates the resoiution and evolution of Ken Woolley and Ron Savitt's
gzas: each of the generic house types represantad here, was developed further
in the following decade In the Petiit & Sevitt Display Villeges at Castls Hlll,
Baulkham Hills and Westieigh winning muitiple RAIA Project Housing Awards.

it demonstrates the rasolution and evolution of Ruesell Jeck's direct snd honest
sxpression of materiate; he used painted, bagged brickwor, and oiled and
stained timber joinary which he had established in hig earlior houses as
forerunners of the Sydney Schoo! of architeciure
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» The village includes the ‘Lowline’ 2 Staddon Close which won one of the first
RAIA Project House Design Awards 1967 $7.000-$10.,000 dasigned by architect
Ken Woolley.

» It was the first display village that included purposs made fumiture and fumiture
and furnishings imported from Finland.

« It contributed important new house types to the deveiopment of the Sydney
School and included and the first of Ken Woolley's Pavillion house types and
three ‘farm’ housas, the ‘Property’, ‘Homestead' and ‘Farmhouse’ designed by
Russell Jack (reflacting the evolution of some of his eariier privately
commissioned country house designs).

The Third Ranking

The third ranking estates are also listed on the RAIA Register and nominations to the
State Ragister being prepared are the foliowing astates:

Sunline Forast Halghts Estate 1-21 Virginia Place, Farestville, Warringah openad in
1954 An estate of 21 houses where three standard house pians dasigned by architect
Geoffrey Lumsdaine were either reversed or had different orientations on the site or had
different carport locations., :

« Al tha houses were designed by the architect Geoffrey Lumsdaine.

» While part of the significance of Suniine Homes lay in their marketing and
management format, Sunline was taken over by Pettit and Sevitt who continued
developing the project home as @ marketable consumer product bringing, for the
first fime architect designed homes within the financial reach of the average
home buyer.

o Itwas of a less influence than Richmond Avenue and Staddon Close villages but
is linked by personel {o both Lend L.ease Kingsdene Estate developments and
the Pettit and Sevitt Villages.

In the late 50s Lend Lease had bought land and developed land at Middle Cove. Land
was also bought at Carlingford, St ives and Merewhether near Newocastle and later in the
1970s at Campbelitown (where Lend Lease moved cut of project building to concenirate
on house and land sales,) The Kingsdene Estate at Catlingford comprises the First &
Second Lend Lease Demonstration Villages and Carlingford Homaes Fair on one
innovative 'garder’ estate planned by Clark, Gazzard & Yeomans. Lend Lease
demonstration villages after 1462 at Carlingford and elsewhere were much smaler in
scale and significance.

The First Lend Laase Demonstration Viliage, Kingsdene Estate, Carlingford, near
Parramatta opened on Friday 13 October 1961, The astate was planning was designed
by Clarke Gazzard and Yeomans and the display village included 5 standard Lend
Lease project homes ‘Goiden Kay'. Cabana’, 'Regal’, ‘Pan Pacific' and '‘Beachcomber’
(with 13 floor pian variations) in a variety of styles designed by architect Nino Sydney for
construction on Lend Lease astates.

RRGR FIAR 2 19+ 'ON Xud FT440 LA MEN L2:91 NHL S002-100-02



»  Houses were designed by one architect, Nino Sydnay.

»  Construction was franchised to independent builders who built to fully detaiied
designs, at a predetermined margin.

« Lend Leass provided a large proportion of the building material for these houses
frorn its own recently acquired companias.

= its development was predominantly a land subdivision exercise. Under this
schema, Lend Lease, while organizing and co-ordinating the operation, was
freed from speculative rigk and tha need for any large capital outlay.

s Kingsdene was the first astate where 'garden’ estate planning by Clarke Gazzard
Yeornans retained the existing landscape features and a landscape consultant R
Hazelwood supervised additional planting of Austraiian trees and shrubs. Tha
pianning of Kingsdene Eastate was nnovative and inciuded linked timberad
pedestrian parkways, & central green, a nature reserve, playing flelds and
landsceped tuming areas and cul de sacs. A lccal shopping centre was includead
near the entrancs (o the estate.

s |t demonstratas the changes which had taken place in the methods of
managemeant, production and marketing techniques of project houses in the first
ha'f of the decade. Each of the homas retain an individual appearance in layout &
decor while constructsd on the same modules and from the same materials.

Promotion included double spread pages in newspapers, free colour brochures
ang boaoklets.

» The success in public relations and sales resulted in the spread of simliar Lend
Lease operations to Canberra and Melbourne.

= |t demonstrates the resciution and evolution of Nino Sydney's ideas: each of the
generic house ‘ypes represented here, evolved and were nafined over later Lend
Leasa Estates.

» Mouses included the ‘Beachcormnber design which had a netiorwide impact on
noasid) residential design populansing the ‘eleveted’ design (First braught to
public attention by Harry Seidier's Suiman Winning Rose Seidler House).

The Cartingford Homes Falr, Kingadene Estsie Carlingford, Bauikham Hills opened
on Saturday 19" May 1962, a joint venture of Lend Lease and Consolidated Press. This
exhibition was open 1o the public for six weeks on part of the Lend Lease Kingsdene
estate subdivision designed by Clarke Gazzard & Yeomans. It included 5 newly bullt
standard Lend Lease project homes and 19 housss designed by seven of Sydney's
leading architects Ken Woolley & Michael Dysart, Harry Seidler, Neville Gruzmen, Don
Gazzard, Towal Jansan & Rippon, John Ley, Lightfoot & Stanton and Nino Sydney. The
axhibitior publicised the work of Lend Lease Homes and lesied tha public’s reaction to
‘avant-garde’ house. The houses in the axhibition were |ater sold. /After the 'Fair’ a Pettit
and Sevitt Spiit Lavel House was bullt on & site on the estate.)
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«  This exhibition was of extreme importance for both the Sydney Schoot and
Sydney housing in general. it promoted better design in housing, publicised
many new materials and introduced the language of both tha Svdney School and
Moderism to the publiic on a jarge scale for the first time.

« i was the first time when all the houses displayed were designed by invited
leading architects who agreed to produce group housing that was harmonious.

o itintroduced generic courtyard (L shaped), flat roof lowline and spilt level houses
to the public (These names were introduced later by Pettit & Sevitt)

« On this estate housas sold as one offs and 48 such are not project houses.

=  The entrance to the estate had been specially designed with a central strip
dividing a widen roadway; the landscaping was designed by sculptor Gerald
Lewars include iarge sandstone bouiders, 38 iemon scented gums piarted in
assaociation with tea trees to provide a blaze of colour,

» Kingsdene was the first estate where the ‘garden’ estate planning by Clarke
Gazzard Yeomanhs retains the existing landscape features and a landscape
consultant R Hazelwood supervised additional planting of Australian trees and
shrubs. The planning of Kingsdene Estate was innovative and inciuded linked
timbered pedestrian parkways a central green, a nature reserve, playing flelds
and landscaped tuming areas and cul de sacs. A local shopping centre was
inciuded near the entrance to the estate,

The Second Lend Lease Demonatration Village, Carlingford, Baulkham Hills
opened in October 1982, This additional display included ten new homes called
“Avanti’. ‘Sierra’. ‘Sundowner’, ‘Capricorn’, 'Fairway', 'Beachco niber Mark I, ‘Sefari',
‘Quarterdeck’, ‘Port Royal' and 'Viila del Rio', induding new vavigtions of Lend Lease
project homes designed by architect Nino Sydney *ar construciion on the first Lend
Lease Kingsdene estate, This estate includes Lot 445 Empire Gourt, Carlingford, ane
of the first RAIA Project House Design Awards 1967 §7,000-8 000

~ All the houses were designed by one architect, Nino Sydnay.

« Construction was franchised to independent bullders who built to fully detailed
designs, at a predetermined margin.

« Lend Lsase provided a large proportion of the building material for these hotises
from its own recently acquired companies.

«  This development was predominantly a land subdivision exercise. Under this
scheme, Lend Lease, while organizing and co-ordinating the operation. was
freed from speculative risk and the need for any large capi:al outiay.

s Itis part of the Kingsdene Estate which was the first estate where 'garden’ estate
pianning by Clarke Gazzard Yeomans retained the existing landscape features
and a landscape consultant R Hazelwoaod supervised addlional planting of
Australian trees and shrubs. The planning of Kingsdene Estate was innovative
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and included linked imbered pedestrian parkways a central green, playing fields
and landscaped turring areas and cul de sacs. Paths fink to a Nature Resarve

» It further demonstrates the changes which had taken place in the methods of
managemant, production and marketing techniquas of project housas in the first
half of the decade. Each of the homes reiain an individual appsarance in layout &
décor while constructed on the same modules and from the same matenals

« It further demonstrates the resolution and evolution of Ninc Syoney's ldeas: each
of the generic house types represented here. evolved and were refined over later
Lend Leases Estates, Differant standard variations to floor plans { eg the
‘Baachcombar had four variations ) and soms floor plans ware revarsad (o make
it easiar for the clients to 'feel and appraciate’ the designs.

The Parads of Homes, Cherrybrook Gardens Estate, New Farm Road and John
Savage Crescent, West Parinant Hills was opened on 23™ January 1960 by Mr Landa
with 3 supplement producsd in the Australian Woman's Weekly on 207 January 1960
The exhibition included houses designed by architects - Nado Milet; Samuel Lipson &
Kaad: Harry Seidier; Alan V. Doust; Ken Wooliey & Michaal Dysart, Lightfoot Ross &
Stanton; B K Lawson; Aynsiey & Digby, Wilshire & Hodges; Adrien Cox, Murray &
McEnone. The housea in tha exhibition were later sold.

«  This was the first of a series of ‘Parage of Homes' Exhibitions organisad dy the
Master Buliders Assodiation to promote builders. A short term exhibition or fair it
mciuded 35 houses, 20 of which were designed by architec:s. Seven have been
demollahed and many more substantially attered. There houses are of many
styles and do not congidersd as significant as the designs promated In project
house &/of menrchant builders display villages,

« it was an enonmous public reiations success resutted in similar axhibitions being
neld in the following decade,

« This estate and s remaining houses are not included on the RAIA Ragister of
Significant Twentieth Century Buildings.

s« The house designed by Ken Woolley and Michaei Dysart 23 (Lot 24) John
Savage Crescent was a built version of the Taubmans Family Home priza which
helped bring thair domestic work to prominance, The house has extensions on
both sides and a carport addition. its courtyard is intact.

= The estate is not a project house display village. it demons'rates the changes
which had taken piace in the methods of manegement, production and marketing
techniques of houses, buliding products and buliders (n the first haif of the
decade

= The estate planning may be of town planning significance

The foilowing villeges were developed later than the estates above and after the RALA
nad announced in August 1966 an annual award for project house design which
recagnized the importance of the design of this type of architectura,

By tha mid sixties many project home buliders used the Sydney Schoal vocabulary as it

raticnalized the traditionai methods of building construction and provided a sultable
economic and efficient solution to housing in Sydnay. Notably the siit leval houses
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resolved the problems faced by the steep rocky bushland sites remaining in the difficult
sites of Sydney's north shora. Several firms including Program Builders, Habitat and
Shereline Homes commissioned Sydney School architects to deslgn to desian project
homes in order to compete with Petitt and Sevitt.

Many of these project homne designs and display villagas were publicised in Australian
magarzines and newspapers such as 'Australian Woman's Weekly'. ‘Woman's Day' |
‘House & Garden’, Vogue Living' ‘Home Beautiful’ and the SMH and Telegraph and
through this medium the avarage Australian became more informed about new ideas,
new products and homs improvernents

The Third and Fourth Pettit & Sevitt Display Villages at Belrose

This was 2 diffusa vilage which includes the

‘Split Level' House, Lol 87, Kyeema Parsds. Belrose, RAIA Projact House Design Awards 1967 §7,000-$10.000 Architact
wen Weoolioy, and

Split Leval Mark 2E’ House, Lot 28 The Ridge, Balrose, RAIA Project House Design Awardi 1968

The Fifth Pettit 8 Sevitt Display Village at Duffy Avanue, Westisigh 1970

Petiit and Sevitt commissioned Ken Woolley to develop his existing desighs and producs new
designs as well as engaging hwo further architects to extend the range. In 1970 Pettit and Sevitt
built the first of two designs by Neil Clershan, a Melbourne architect, who formed an association
with Ancher Mortlock Murray & Woslley. Giershan's '3136" was a compact, single level, low cost
house aimad at fitling small sties, Harry Seidler designed a house called the ‘Curvilinear’

This village Includan the following houses

Shingle House. Lot 275 Duffy Avenua, Westleigh, RAIA Project House Duslgn Awsrds under$12,000 1670 Architect Neil
Cleranan in association with AMMY

‘The 3136 House' Lol 276 Duffy Avanue. Wastieigh, RAIA Project House Design Awards under$12,000 1970 Archibzet
Neil Clarghan in sssoniation with AMMW

‘The Curvilinear Meuse', Lat 288 Dunebas Drive, Thornisigh, RALA Project House Deslgn Aviards undar$ 12,000 1970
Architect Harry Seidier ( irtact - Sapamte |sting to be undertaken )

The Sixth Pettit & Sevitt Display Village at Windham Place, Westieigh 1973

A group of ten project houses of new ard updated designs by Woolley and Clerehan. For this
village Pettit and Sevilt ware requirad by Council to purchase sixty block of land to provide car
parking and a buffer zone. Glerehan's poputar ‘3136 was replaced with anew design, the '2837",
again namad after its extemal dimensions. One of the new Woolley designs was the 'Meazzanine
J' the largest basic model of the Pettit and Sevitt range.

This village Inciudes the following houses

;rgt}r: 3136 House (Basio HY', Lot 238 Windham Place, Westiigh, RAIA Project House Deskm Awards $10,000 - $13,000
‘2837 J House' Lot 834 Westieigh Orive Westleigh, RAIA Project Hause Design Awarda 1973 $11,500-817.500

‘Lowline J House' Lot 632 Wastieigh Drive W igh. RAlA Project Houes Design Awards 1973 Over $17,500
‘Courtyard J' House, A37 Westieigh Drive. Westeigh, RAIA Project House Design Awsrds * 974 Over $20,000

'SLAJ House, 15 Waesligigh Drive. Westlelgh, RAIA Froject House Design Awsrds 1977 324,001 « 528,000

QOver the next five years to 1978 Pettit and Sewitt continued to sell their project homes
both from the Westleigh Village and from two iater smaller display villages at Castle Hill
in 1676 and Bauikham Hills in 1977, The market for the higher priced project houses had
struck a downturn in 1874, and sales for Pettt and Sevitt and many other similar project
buiiders dropped dramatically. The housing slump at the end of the 1970s where
increasing priced projact houses and decraasing supply of suburban land within a
reasonable distance of the city, antd the avaiiabiiity of finance cauzed new housing
activity in the middie o upper priced housing brackst to cease. in 1978 Pettit and Sevitt
went into liquidation.

RRGR CIGR 7 TR »»u wis e AT reA s e



The Seventh Pettit & Savitt Display Village at Castle Hill 1978
This vilags Inchrdee

% Sanes - Type O (garden Housa), Lot 9 Fishburn Crascant. Castle-Hill. RAIA Project Howeo Design Awards (878
532 001 - 228,000

‘Spiit Level K' Projest House. Fishburn Crescent, Castie Hill. RAIA Projest House Design Awards 1978 Ovar $35,000
The Eighth Pettit & Sevitt Display Village ot Baulkham Hills 1977

Civic Constructions Exhibitien Village, Westleigh
(g witege includes

¥-7 Anuse. Lot 302 Dunaoa Drive, YWastaigh, RAIA Profect House Desgn Awarda ovor $16,000 1870 architest Peter
Carmikchaol

X-3 Housa, Lot 243 Duneba Drive, Westieigh, RAIA Sroject Housa Design Awards $13 000« $18,008 1971 Architect
Patar Carmicheal

Thvic X-2' Housa,' Lot 245 Cunebe Drive, Westelkin, RAIA Project House Design Awards gver $18,000 1871 Architect
Eatr Carmnichee!

Civic Constructions Exhibition Village, Castle Hill
Thiz vilage Inchudes

“1.C4 Growth House' Lol $3 Showgreund Rosd caste Hill, REIA Project Heuse Design Awsrds 1978 $28.001 - §30,000
archiicots Coce & Cenmchoo

The Farm’. Lot 77 Brimnnie Road, Castis Hill RAIA Project House Cosigh Awards 1877 Over 535,000 F'hillbi Cox
Civie Constructions Project House Lot 74 Ensign Place, Castle Hill denigned by Coclis & Carmichael over
E15.000

in conclusion

The N&W RAIA Heritage Committes has been underiaking a study of the Sydney School
and posi war architecture on behalf of the NSW Heritage Office. Ag patt of this woik
comparative studies of the 20th Century Building s of signficance for the architects of
the Sydnay School and for Project Homes have been produced. Accompanying this is a
database of buildings and architects that have recelved NSW RAIA Awards since 1832,

These siudies formed the besis of the ranking of significance of the Exhibition anrd
Display Vilages,

Thesa studies have confirmed that:

«  after the NSW Government Architects Office the office of Ancher Mortiock Murray
& Wooliey has received the grestest number of NSW RAIA design Awards
foliowed by the offices of Allen Jack & Cottler and Harry Seidler (equal} then
Glann Murcutt and Phillp Cox. The retention of the significant buiidings of these

architects Is ¢rucial to demonstrating the svolution and development of Twantieih
Century arghitecturs.

= Ancher Mortloek Murray & Woollsy, Allen Jack & Cottler, Harry Seidler and Philip
Cox all received awards for project housing. Pettit and Savitt recaived 59% of all
Project Mouse Awards, The retention of the individual houses in the associated
dgisplay villages is crucial lo demonstrating the evolution and development of the
project house and Sydnay School of architecture.

»  Project House Display Villages ware crucial to the dissemination of the ideas of
the Sydney School of erchitecture

» Project House Display Villages demonstrate the changing role of architects in
the Twentiath Century
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The RAIA nas supported the nomination of 400 Mona Vale Road, 17, 19, 21, 28, 25, 27
and 20 Richmond Avenue and their curtilages as a heriage item in the Local
Envirornmental Plan. These houses are all on the RAIA Register of Twentieth Century
Buildings of Significance. it considars this Display Village to be the most significant of
1he Pettit and Sevitt Display villages. Consequerntly the RAIA is alarmed to learn that
Ku-ring-gai Council has decided not to list 400 Mona Vale Road and 27 Richmond
Averiue as heritage items in the Local Environmental Plan, The demolition of any of the
houses in the Richmond Avenue group and the erection of new dweilings ir their piace
will adversely impact on the significance of this highly significant disalay village.

Austraiian suburbanites bought more than 4,000 Pettit and Sevitt praject houses.
Number 400 Mona Vale Road is the first of 1 500 'Lowline' houses (and variants)
constructed around Sydney. The ‘Lowline’ at 2 Staddon Close won the first of the

Project House Design Awards in 1967. Ancther significant 'Lowline J' at Wastleigh Drive,

Westleigh won the RAIA Project House Design Aweard in 1973. The most famous of the
Lowline house was the set of the movie "Don's Party.” (We nota the full social
significance of the Pettit and Sevitt Villages has yet to be fully explored.)

The retention of the individua! houses (including 400 Mona Vale Road and 27 Richmond
Avenue St lves) in ali these estates and display villages is crucial to demonstrating the
evolution and development of the project house and Sydney School of architectura.

As stated previously the RAIA is conscious project housing Is currently the subject of
thrae doctorate enguiries and the Herltage Office and Local Coundlls must be very
difigent to make themselvas aware i is a dorninant theme in post war cultural studies.

if you have any further quaries of wish ta discuss this further, please do not hesitata io
contact Anne Highem at the above address.

yours sincerely,

s

Dr, Deborah Dearing,
Prasident - RAIA NSW Chapter

cC.

Jackie Goddard, National Trust of Australia

Mr. Brian Bell, The General Manager, Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council
Locked Bag 1056 PYMBLE NSW 2073 kMCEDRMS NSW. QO 84
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And another thing. ..

Marion Hudson

Unwanted protection order ...
THE principle of heritage listing is an important

one, which has ensured the preservation of many
historically and culturally-significant buildings

and monuments.

But as residents in some Sydney suburbs are
learning, the same protection orders can also be a

and

never intended to stand as monuments to the
ol
News Ply Lid. ALG.N. 008438 828 of 2 Holt 1, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, at 26-52

city’s history.

residents
alicnwide
is taken by the

tha propristar,

alaetion oo

I
for
Y10

Sydney’s

. prini=d

aeccommodate
I

Huma Highway, Chullora. A
Editer, David Panberthy

Authorities should tread warily in heritage-
Tha'l

improving properties when the orders are applied
listing such places, which were built initially

costly inhibitor fo plans for renovating and
for no apparent reason.

to
20—THE DAILY TELEGRAPH, www.dailytelegraph.com.al

{,

93e)LI9y pajuemun




is only with strong leadership that a CBD line can realse

the resulting economic efficiencies. =4 M “ J
i

Read all «/i/eb
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The future of the written word

THE world’s first user-friendly electronic book has the
doomsayers fired up again. The printed word is apparently
facing the most serious threat to date with the unveiling of
a handy paperback-sized device capable of storing hun-
dreds of books. It is a kind of iPod for words which displays
pages on electronic “paper” virtually indistinguishable
from the real thing — and just as easy on the eyes. Is it this
technological leap which will finally kill off books, news-
papers and magazines where computer screen failed?

Scepticism and fear of new media is hardly new. The
Greek philosopher Socrates railed against the written
word a couple of millennia ago because he feared the
death of the oral tradition would “create forgetfulness in
the learners’ souls, because they will not use their mem-
ories”. Socrates’ ideas survived, however, only because his
pupils, such as Plato, wrote them down. Electronic com-
munication is rapidly encroaching on the printed word
and the trend will only accelerate as transmission speeds
increase. But the doomsayers are confusing the core
issue. The computer-led decline in print is not threaten-
ing what really matters — the written word. On the con-
trary, we are reading and writing more than ever before,
but we are using a different mix of tools to do so.

Radio, television and, later, satellite broadcasts were
new technologies which fuelled fears that our societies
were “dumbing down”. They are passive one-way devices
which bypass literacy, requiring audiences to do little
more than sit. The internet, on the other hand, not only
demands literacy but can be used as an individual broad-
cast medium as well. We are blogging in droves, joining
huge global online networks to catch up with old school
friends, play online games or pursue hobbies. We can
access hundreds of news sources in scores of languages.
Last month 4.4 million people read the Herald on-line
from computers all over the world. And the average
teenager stores the data equivalent of a truckload of
information and music in phones, home computers and
digital devices such as iPods.

What has changed is consumer choice. We have a whole
new range of information platforms at our disposal.
E-books are just the latest. Print will survive as the pre-
ferred reading platform of some. The real issue, though, is
intellectual content. High-speed downloads of music have
undermined traditional sales patterns and threatened the
royalties of artists by enabling widespread piracy. E-books
will pose similar serious challenges for publishers, book-
sellers, writers and copyright owners when the new Sony
device goes on sale in April. But reading — buoyed by such
convenience, portability and easy access to downloadable
texts — is likely to boom.




