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for the city skyline

TOWER CONTROVERSY: Calls have been made for more transparency after this King William St development was approved behind closed doors on Monday.

COMMUNITY leaders are
demanding secret deliber-
ations of the state’s most
gowerful development body

e made public aﬁer its latest
decision to over-rule Adel-
aide City Council.

The State Government-
appointed Development
Assessment Commission
approved plans for a contro-
versial 25-storey office tower
on King William St in a
behind-closed-doors meet-
ing late Monday.

The ruling came despite
the couxs:% zjg;ch?n % the

Topose or be
?ooptall and out o%’ cha.raclt]::g
with the existing streetscape.
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groups yesterday called on
the Government to overturn
its policy of shielding DAC
meetings from public scru-

Resxdents and Ratepayers
Association president Kevin
Kaeding said the commission
was unaccountable to voters
who questioned why it was
at constant loggerheads with
the council.

“We don't get to see the

debates, we don’t know the
reasons for something actu-
ally getting approved and
something not getting
approved,” he told The
Adpvertiser yesterday.

“It's about public access,
open government and trans-
arency. Because everyrh.m
g behind closed duors the

public is suspicious.”

The DAC produces min-
utes after each meeting
which are posted online sev-
eral days later.

They note the decisions
made but include no detail
on how individual members
voted or debate that oc-
curred

Lord Mayor Michael

Harbison was )resterday at
odds with several of his
councillors in opposing the
push to open the DAC meet-
ings to the public.

“ ing them up would
be e start of a political
circus,” he said.

Councillor Sandy Wilkin-
son said the DAC was filled
with “yes men” and had be-
come a “rubber stamp” that
neyer opgsed development.

Councillor and DAP mem-
ber Anne Moran questioned
the process for selecting
DAC members. .

“The DAC has a 100 per
cent approval rate, that alone
bothers me,” she said

“They are Government ap-

pointees and that immedi-
ately gives them a huge con-
flict of interest.”

Opposition development
spokesman David Ridgway
said the DAC should be made
as ftransparent as possible
without compromising its in-
dependence.

Urban Development and
Planning Minister Paul Hol-
loway rejected calls to open
the meetings to the public,
saying it would encourage
political “grandstanding”.

“What happens in the city
affects all South Australians,
so it is important deyelop-
ment assessment decisions
are made by an independent
body that is beyond the in-

fluence of local politics,” he
said.

Property Council of Aus-
tralia SA executive director
Nathan Paine said the in-
dustry was content with the
current arrangements and
did not “have any issues”
with closed-doer DAC
meetings.
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Does the town hall hold
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MT BARKER Council believes it can
save more than two-thirds of the
agricultural land proposed for urban
rezoning while still delivering on the
objectives of the State Government’s
30-year population plan.

The council yesterday delivered its
submission on the controversial Mt
Barker Development Plan Amend-
ment, branding Urban Development
and Planning Minister Paul Hollo-
way's proposal to: rezone nearly
1300ha of land around Mt Barker and
Nairne as wasteful

It has instead proposed a more
compact urban vision for Mt Barker
that it claims would still enable sig-
nificant population growth.

Mt Barker mayor Ann Ferguson
said the council accepted the region
needed to play a role in accommo-
dating an increase in South Austra-
lia’s population, but said that could
be done using far less agricultural
land than the Government had slated
for building up to 7000 homes.

“We can demonstrate to the State
Government that instead of 1300ha,
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Council shrinks
‘wasteful’ plan

we can get the same result with
400ha,” Ms Ferguson said.

“That is using all the vacant land
within the town centre and around
the town centre at this point in time.”

The Department of Planning and
Local Government had received more
than 300 public submissions on the
project last night. A spokeswoman
said the DPA would be released
publicly on its website within days.

An independent development pol-
icy advisory committee will now
assess the submissions before report-
ing to Mr Holloway, who has the final
say on whether the plan goes ahead.

Ms Ferguson hoped the minister
would look closely at the council’s
submission and scrap his plan in
favour of a.more compact approach.
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Residents fighting for their lifestyle against development

IT was a slow journey with
the air of a funeral pro-
cession, as Hills residents
drove around Mt Barker yes-
terday to see what the future
may hold.
About 100 people met for
a tour organised by the Mt
Barker Coalition for Sustain-
able Communities. '
They turned on their
headlights, strung black
crépe paper from their car
aerials and drove through
farmland which the coalition
- fears could be the new home
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for up to 30,000 more peo-
ple. Organiser Brian Haddy
said, “seeing is believing”.

“We thought that by tak-
ing them for a gentle cruise
through the areas that are
goin% to be developed, the
people would say, ‘Good

heavens above, surely
they're not going to put
houses here?.”

Mr Haddy said he feared
it would become a satellite
town, without the required
infrastructure for water,
roads, power and school
places.

“What has Mt Barker got
for jobs? Not much. What is
the vision for jobs? It doesn’t
exist, so we'd become a com-
muting town, an outer sub-
urb of Adelaide with very
poor public transport and

PROCESSION ROUTE: Mt Barker residents protest yesterday against the proposed new development plans.

40,000 people. You've got to
be kidding. It's not going to
work.”

Adelaide Hills Council

deputy mayor Bill Spragg
Wjﬁ run for the fed_eraf seat
of Mayo as an independent
while the fledgling Stop Pop-
ulation Growth Now party
finds its feet.

“The fact we're running in
the seat of Mayo is a bit like
a test case. Quite clearly it's
an issue, and for Strathalbyn
and Victor Harbor it's an
issue,” Mr Spragg said.

Picture; TAIT SCHMAAL

Four-year-old protester
Ovina donned a piece of
material which read, “Paul
Holloway made me cry”.

Her mother, Cyd Fenwick,
said trees felled for a new
roundabout on Wellington
Ave sparked the tears.

“I wanted them (her
daughters) to experience
open spaces and the fact that
there are food producers u
the road, orchards ... ﬂmig
the future of Mt Barker is
going to lead to more sad-
ness,” Ms Fenwick said.




