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[received 5 September 2007]

Mr Gary Banks AO
Chairman
Productivity Commission
PO Box 80
BELCONNEN  ACT  2616

Dear Mr Banks

On 11 August 2006 I requested that the Productivity Commission conduct a two stage study on performance benchmarking of Australian business regulation. The Commission’s stage one report, released on 6 March 2007, concluded that benchmarking of regulatory burdens across jurisdictions is feasible and would complement other initiatives to monitor and reform regulation.

Accordingly, and consistent with the decision of 13 April 2007 by the Council of Australian Governments, I request that the Commission commence stage two of the study extending over the next three years. In keeping with the terms of reference [of 11 August 2006], stage two of the study is to examine the regulatory compliance costs associated with becoming and being a business, the delays and uncertainties of gaining approvals in doing business, and the regulatory duplication and inconsistencies in doing business interstate.

The Commission is requested to begin stage two of the study by providing a draft and final report on the quantity and quality of regulation, and results of benchmarking the administrative compliance costs for business registrations within 12 months.

In undertaking stage two of the study, the Commission is requested to convene an advisory panel, comprising representatives from all governments, to be consulted on the approach taken in the first year. The panel should be reconvened at strategic points, providing advice on the scope of the benchmarking exercise and facilitating and coordinating data provision. It must also be given the opportunity to scrutinise and comment on the preliminary results.

The Commission is requested to review the benchmarking exercise at the conclusion of year three and report on options for the forward programme of the benchmarking exercise.
Yours sincerely

TREASURER
[image: image1.jpg]Co Oy

Assistant Treasurer
Minister for Competition Policy and Consumer Affairs

B8 0CT 2003
Mr Gary Banks AO
Chairman
Productivity Commission
GPO Box 1428
Cabnerra City ACT 2601

@»7

Dea%ks,

Thank you for your letter of 2 September 2008 seeking an extension of the reporting date
for stage 2 of the Productivity Commission’s Business Regulation Benchmarking study.

I agree to the extension requested. The Commission should now report to the
Government by 28 November 2008.

I look forward to receiving a copy of the Commission’s final report.

Yours 7erely

CHRIS B EN
PO Box 6022 Telephone: 02 6277 7360
Parliament House Facsimile: 02 6273 4125

CANBERRA ACT 2600 http://assistant.treasurer.gov.au
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Abbreviations

AAP
Assisted Application Process

ABN
Australian Business Number

ABR
Australian Business Register

ABS
Australian Bureau of Statistics

ACN
Australian Company Number

ASIC
Australian Securities and Investments Commission
ATO
Australian Taxation Office

BCC
Business Cost Calculator

BRB 
Builders’ Registration Board (Western Australia)

CCB
Child care benefit

COAG
Council of Australian Governments

FaHCSIA 
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
FBT
Fringe Benefits Tax

GST
Goods and Services Tax

LDC
Long day care
OCBA
Office of Consumer and Business Affairs (South Australia)

PAYG
Pay As You Go (withholding tax)

SCM
Standard cost model 

TFN 
Tax File Number

WET
Wine Equalisation Tax
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