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Foreword

Richard Snape capped a long and distinguished career as Professor of Economics at Monash University with a new and accomplished career at the Industry Commission, and then as Deputy Chairman of the Productivity Commission. In the eight years that he spent at the Commission before his untimely death in October 2002, he played a pivotal role in overseeing our research program, as well as participating in major public inquiries. 

This is the ninth in a series of lectures in memory of Richard Snape. With Richard’s own interests and high standards in mind, the lecture series elicits contributions on important public policy issues from internationally recognised figures, in a form that is accessible to a wide audience.

Roberto Newell, our 2011 Lecturer, is an eminent economist with a distinguished career in the public and private sectors. Dr Newell was the founding President of the Mexican Institute for Competitiveness, an independent think tank which promotes policies to enhance Mexico's performance in the global economy. For many years he was a senior partner with McKinsey & Co. advising corporations and governments on regulatory issues, including in the financial sector.
I am grateful to Dr Newell for agreeing to come to Australia to present the Richard Snape Lecture for 2011. 

Gary Banks AO

Chairman

September 2011

Richard Snape 1936 – 2002

Richard Hal Snape was Deputy Chairman of the Productivity Commission and Emeritus Professor of Monash University. He was a Board Member of the Australian Research Council, Fellow of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia and a Distinguished Fellow of the Economic Society of Australia.

Roberto Newell Garcia

Roberto Newell was founding President of the Mexican Institute for Competitiveness, an independent think tank which promotes policies to enhance Mexico's performance in the global economy.  

He was for many years a senior partner with McKinsey & Co. advising corporations and governments on regulatory issues in the financial and telecommunications sectors. He has acted as an adviser to several governments during financial crises. Dr Newell has also held senior positions in Mexico’s Federal Government, including as Deputy Secretary for Agriculture. 

Roberto Newell was a Public Policy Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Centre in Washington DC in early 2011. He is the author of two books and many journal articles, and writes a weekly column in Reforma, Mexico’s leading newspaper. 

