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8A Substance use and misuse — 
attachment

This file is available in both Microsoft Excel and Adobe PDF formats on the Review
website (www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to
obtain these tables (details inside the front cover of the Report).

The tables in this file accompany the Report, Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage: Key 
Indicators 2007,  prepared by the Steering Committee for the Review of Government 
Service Provision. Background and definitions are available in the Report, which is 
available on the Review website (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).
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Table 8A.1.9

Table 8A.1.9

Proportion (%) RSE (%) Proportion (%) RSE (%)
1995 (b)
Current daily smoker (b)   51.1   22.7   49.9   7.7

  15.0   35.3   14.3   41.2

2001
Current daily smoker (b)   49.8   11.7   50.7   3.9

  16.8   26.0   12.6   8.8

2004-05
Current daily smoker (b)   49.4   6.8   50.1   2.3

  13.0   21.1   16.9   5.7

RSE=Relative standard error.
(a)
(b)
(b)

(c)

Source : 

Tobacco and alcohol consumption for Indigenous people aged 18 
years or over, age standardised

ABS National Health Survey (NHS): Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Results, Australia, 2001 , 
Cat no. 4715.0 (unpublished), ABS National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey
2004-05 , Cat no. 4715.0.55 (unpublished).

Includes persons identified as being of both Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal origin.

Torres Strait Islander (a) Aboriginal (a)

Risky/high risk alcohol 
consumption (c)

Risky/high risk alcohol 
consumption (c)

Risky/high risk alcohol 
consumption (c)

Data from the 1995 National Health Survey are for non remote areas only
This refers to smoking of tobacco, including manufactured (packet) cigarettes, roll-your-own cigarettes,
cigars and pipes, but excludes chewing tobacco and smoking of non-tobacco products. Current daily
smokers refers to people who smoked one or more cigarettes (or pipes or cigars) per day at the time of
interview.
The alcohol risk levels are defined by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) (see
Australian Alcohol Guidelines, October 2001). Data on the three risk levels reported in the table are
derived based on average daily intake of alcohol over the 7 days of the reference week prior to the
interview. Please refer to Table 8A.1 for detailed average daily consumption of alcohol associated with
the risk levels.

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
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Table 8A.1.10

Table 8A.1.10

Proportion 
(%) RSE (%) Proportion 

(%) RSE (%) Proportion 
(%) RSE (%)

Major cities 17.1 12.5 15.0 17.1 15.9 11.4
Inner regional 25.1 14.3 11.9 27.4 18.5 13.0
Outer regional 21.4 10.4 14.1 13.3 17.5 9.0
Total non-remote 20.8 7.5 13.9 11.5 17.1 6.6
Remote 21.4 15.1 15.2 12.0 18.1 10.8
Very remote 13.8 16.6 12.8 16.4 13.3 12.9
Total remote 16.1 11.8 13.5 11.1 14.8 8.9
Australia 19.5 6.2 13.8 9.0 16.5 5.4

RSE=Relative standard error.
(a)

Source : 

Risky to high risk alcohol consumption, Indigenous people aged 18 
years or over, by sex and remoteness, 2004-05 (a)

ABS National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey 2004-05 , Cat. no. 4715.0.55.005
(unpublished). 

Males Females Total

The alcohol risk levels are defined by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) (see
Australian Alcohol Guidelines, October 2001). Data on the three risk levels reported in the table are
derived based on average daily intake of alcohol over the 7 days of the reference week prior to the
interview. Please refer to Table 8A.1 for detailed average daily consumption of alcohol associated with
the risk levels.
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Table 8A.2.6

Indigenous Non-
Indigenous Indigenous Non-

Indigenous Indigenous Non-
Indigenous

2001-02
1.9 0.5 1.3 0.3 1.5 0.4
2.2 1.2 2.2 0.7 2.2 0.9
1.8 1.2 5.8 1.4 3.9 1.3

3.4 2.3 3.6 1.0 3.6 1.8
2.3 0.9 2.4 0.6 2.3 0.7

2002-03
1.1 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.9 0.5
3.7 1.0 1.2 0.6 2.3 0.8
3.1 1.4 8.7 2.1 6.0 1.7

8.5 4.0 6.2 1.9 7.3 3.1
3.5 1.0 2.7 0.8 3.1 0.9

2003-04
1.6 0.7 1.0 0.4 1.3 0.6
5.5 1.4 2.5 0.7 3.8 1.0
3.3 1.6 11.3 1.9 7.6 1.7

4.8 4.0 5.1 1.5 5.0 2.9

3.5 1.1 3.2 0.8 3.3 0.9

2004-05
2.3 0.7 1.2 0.4 1.7 0.5
2.9 1.4 2.9 0.8 2.9 1.0
4.2 1.2 8.0 1.8 6.0 1.4

8.7 5.6 5.0 1.5 6.6 3.8

3.9 1.0 3.0 0.8 3.4 0.9

(a) 

(b) 

(c)

(d) Non-Indigenous data includes separations where Indigenous status were not reported.
(e) Data are based on state of usual residence.
Source: AIHW National hospital morbidity database (unpublished).

Table 8A.2.6

WA
SA
NT (public hospitals 
only)

Age standardised hospital separations related to tobacco use (per
1000 population), Qld, WA, SA and public hospitals in NT (a) (b) (c) (d)
(e)

Qld

All personsMales Females

Qld

Hospital separation is the discharge, transfer, death or change of episode of care of an admitted patient 
(see glossary for a detailed definition).

Total

Total

Total

The ICD-10-AM codes used were F17 (Mental and behavioural disorders due to tobacco use), P04.2 
(Fetus and newborn affected by maternal use of tobacco), and T65.2 (Toxic effect of tobacco and 
nicotine) in any diagnosis field.

WA
SA

Qld
WA
SA

The hospital separation rates (per 1000 population) were directly age standardised using the 2001 
Australian population.

WA
SA
NT (public hospitals 
only)
Total

NT (public hospitals 
only)

NT (public hospitals 
only)

Qld

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2007
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Table 8A.2.7

Table 8A.2.7

2001 2002 2003 2004
Indigenous   51.9   49.8   52.2   49.7
Non-Indigenous   17.8   17.0   15.8   15.3

(a)

Source : 

Mothers reporting smoking during pregnancy (per cent)

AIHW National Perinatal Statistics Unit, 2006. Smoking and Pregnancy , Cat. no. PER 33;
Australia’s mothers and babies 2004 , Cat. no. PER 34, Sydney.

Data are for NSW, WA, SA, the ACT and NT only. Smoking during pregnancy data were only available for
these five jurisdictions.

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
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Table 8A.2.8

Table 8A.2.8

Proportion 
(%) RSE (%) Proportion 

(%) RSE (%) Proportion 
(%) RSE (%)

Major cities 45.6 8.0 51.7 5.7 49.0 4.6
Inner regional 50.5 8.4 45.8 8.5 48.2 6.0
Outer regional 51.1 6.2 50.6 6.0 50.8 4.6

Total non-remote 48.7 4.4 49.8 3.7 49.3 2.9
Remote 50.0 9.5 51.4 7.3 50.8 6.6
Very remote 61.4 4.3 44.6 6.8 52.4 3.9

Total remote 57.9 4.1 46.7 5.1 51.9 3.3
Australia 51.3 3.3 48.9 3.0 50.0 2.2

RSE=Relative standard error.
Source : 

Current daily smokers, Indigenous people aged 18 years or over, 2004-
05

ABS National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey 2004-05 , Cat. no. 4715.0.55.005
(unpublished). 

Males Females Total

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2007
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Table 8A.3.4

Table 8A.3.4

Proportion RSE Proportion RSE
1998
Illicit drugs, including marijuana/cannabis

Ever used %   59.0   9.0   46.0   2.0
Used in the last 12 month %   23.0   19.0   23.0   3.0

Illicit drugs, excluding marijuana/cannabis
Ever used %   26.0   18.0   25.0   3.0
Used in the last 12 month %   10.0   31.0   11.0   5.0

Total sample no. 231 –  9 799 –
2001
Illicit drugs, including marijuana/cannabis

Ever used %   57.1   6.0   37.4   1.0
Used in the last 12 month %   31.8   10.0   16.7   2.0

Illicit drugs, excluding marijuana/cannabis
Ever used %   25.1   12.0   18.3   2.0
Used in the last 12 month %   12.7   18.0   8.3   3.0

Total sample no. 415 –  26 329 –
2004
Illicit drugs, including marijuana/cannabis

Ever used %   44.4   7.0   36.8   1.0
Used in the last 12 month %   24.3   11.0   14.7   2.0

Illicit drugs, excluding marijuana/cannabis
Ever used %   22.8   11.0   18.0   2.0
Used in the last 12 month %   10.3   18.0   8.0   3.0

Total sample no. 463 –  28 982 –

RSE=Relative standard error.
(a) 

– Nil or rounded to zero (including null cells).
Source : 

Illicit drugs include: illegal drugs (marijuana/cannabis, heroin, cocaine, LSD/synthetic hallucinogens,
natural hallucinogens, ecstasy and other designer drugs, and any injected drugs); volatile substances
(inhalants) used inappropriately; and pharmaceuticals used for non-medical purposes. The survey
included the following drugs as illicit when used for non-medical purposes: pain-killers/analgesics,
tranquillisers/sleeping pills, steroids, barbiturates, amphetamines, methadone (for non-maintenance 

AIHW Statistics on Drug Use in Australia 2000 , Cat no. PHE 30 (tables 8.3 and 8.4); AIHW
Statistics on Drug Use in Australia 2002 , Cat no. PHE 41 (table 8.4); AIHW Statistics on Drug Use
in Australia 2004 , Cat no. PHE 62 (table 8.6); AIHW Drug Strategy Household Survey

Illicit drug use for people aged 14 years and over living in non-remote 
areas (a)

Non-IndigenousIndigenous
Unit

OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS
DISADVANTAGE: KEY
INDICATORS 2007
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