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POLICE SERVICES (CHAPTER 6)
•

This chapter reports on the operations of the police agencies of each State and Territory
government, including the ACT community policing function performed by the Australian
Federal Police.

•

Recurrent expenditure on community policing services across Australia was approximately
$7.85 billion (or $363 per person) in 2008-09 (p. 6.10). Police agencies employed 64 315 staff
in 2008-09 (p. 6.6).

•

Information is included on recorded crime, perceptions of safety and crime, and outcomes of
investigations. For example, data are reported on recorded victims of personal crime
(pp. 6.31–34), public perceptions of safety and public perceptions of particular personal
crimes as a problem (pp. 6.21–26), as well as the proportion of particular personal crimes that
were finalised within 30 days of the offence being known to police (pp. 6.41–44).

Objectives of police services
•

to allow people to undertake their lawful pursuits confidently and safely

•

to bring justice to those people responsible for committing an offence

•

to promote safer behaviour on roads

•

to support the judicial process to achieve efficient and effective court case management and
judicial processing, providing safe custody for alleged offenders, and ensuring fair and
equitable treatment of both victims and alleged offenders.

Selection of results
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2008-09

2007-08

100

1 000

80

800
$/person

Per cent

2007-08

Real recurrent expenditure, less revenue from own sources
and payroll tax, for police servicesa (p. 6.10)

60
40

2008-09

600
400
200

20

0

0
NSW

Vic

Qld

WA

SA

Tas

ACT

NT

Aust

NSW Vic

Qld

WA

SA

Tas ACT

NT

Aust

a Data and caveats for these figures are available electronically on the CD-ROM enclosed with the Report and from
the website for the Review of Government Service Provision (www.pc.gov.au/gsp/reports/rogs/2010). Data may be
subject to revision. The most recent data will be available on the Review website.

[MORE]

Performance indicators for police services (figure 6.4, p. 6.8)
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Please do not approach other parties for comment before Friday 29 January 2010.
Media copies of this report are available from Clair Angel on 02 6240 3239.
Hard copies of this publication are available from Canprint Communications (ph: 1300 889 873 or email
sales@infoservices.com.au). The report will be available via the Internet at www.pc.gov.au on the morning of Friday
29 January 2010.
Tables with an ‘A’ suffix (eg table 6A.5) are in the attachments on the CD-ROM or on the Review website.

