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SCHOOL EDUCATION (CHAPTER 4) 
• The principal focus of this chapter is on government funded primary and secondary 

school education. Some performance indicators are reported for government schools, 
non-government schools and school education as a whole (see performance indicator 
framework on reverse). 

• There were 3.5 million full time equivalent school students enrolled in August 2010, in 
9468 schools. Of these, 69.1 per cent of primary students and 60.7 per cent of 
secondary students were educated in government schools (pp. 4.8-9). 

• Recurrent expenditure by Australian, State and Territory governments on school 
education in 2009-10 was $41.8 billion, of which $32.9 billion was spent on 
government schools (p. 4.4). 

Objectives of school education 

• The goals for school education included in the Melbourne Declaration on Educational 
Goals for Young Australians are presented in the chapter. These goals are: 

• Goal 1: Australian schooling promotes equity and excellence  
• Goal 2: All young Australians become: 
− successful learners 
− confident and creative individuals 
− active and informed citizens (p. 4.15). 
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Background information: Lawrence McDonald, Head of Secretariat 03 9653 2178/0421 584 905

Other information: Clair Angel, Media and Publications 02 6240 3239/0417 665 443

Please do not approach other parties for comment before Tuesday 31 January 2012. 

Media copies of this report are available from Clair Angel on 02 6240 3239.  

Hard copies of this publication are available from Canprint Communications (ph: 1300 889 873 or email 
sales@infoservices.com.au). The report will be available via the Internet at www.pc.gov.au on the 
morning of Tuesday 31 January 2012. 

Tables with an ‘4A’ prefix (eg table 4A.1) are in the attachments on the Review website. 
 

 School education performance indicator framework 
(figure 4.4, p. 4.17)  

Equity

PERFORMANCE

Access and equity 
measures for 
attendance, 

participation and 
retention

Effectiveness

Efficiency Inputs per output 
unit

Attendance and 
participation 

p.4.17

User cost of capital 
per student

p.4.35

Student-to-staff 
ratio 

p.4.37

Retention 
p.4.24

Recurrent 
expenditure per 

student 
p.4.31

Other areas to be 
identified

Student learning

Goals and 
Objectives

Key to indicators

Text

Text Data for these indicators not complete or not directly comparable

Text These indicators yet to be developed or data not collected for this Report: 
chapter contains explanatory text

Data for these indicators comparable, subject to caveats to each 
chart or table

Learning 
outcomes 

p.4.43

Outputs Outcomes

Destination p.4.77

Completion p.4.73
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