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The Productivity Commission is required under its Act to report annually on industry assistance and its effects on the economy. Trade & Assistance Review 2011-12 contains the Commission’s latest quantitative estimates of Australian Government assistance to industry. It also identifies recent developments in assistance for various industries and sectors of the economy, and international trade policy. 
This year’s review includes an information chapter on Intellectual Property, the design and implementation of which has widespread influences on Australia’s innovation and trade. The Commission has also recently completed a report on Compulsory Licensing of Patents. Combined, this work could provide a base for further work on what is likely to be an area of increasing trade and innovation policy interest.
In preparing this report, the Commission has received helpful advice and feedback from a number of officials in Australian Government agencies and academia. The Commission is very grateful for their assistance. 


Peter Harris
Chairman 
June 2013
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