	
	


	
	



Appendix 3
Indigenous population and language use 

This appendix provides contextual data on the Indigenous and non-Indigenous populations to aid interpretation of data elsewhere in the report. It also includes data on language use by Indigenous people. Population estimates are based on the 2006 ABS Census of Population and Housing. Population projections (table A.3) for more recent years used for calculating rates and proportions elsewhere in this report are all based on the estimates for 2006. The next Census will be held in August 2011. This appendix also contains data on Indigenous language use from the ABS National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey 2008 (NATSISS 2008).

Indigenous population

Figure A3.1
Proportion of the population in each age category, 2006
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Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, Cat. no.  3238.0.55.001; table A.1.

According to experimental estimates of the Australian population in 2006:

· the Indigenous population had a significantly different age structure to the non‑Indigenous population. The Indigenous population tended to be younger, with 37.6 per cent of the Indigenous population being aged 14 years or under, compared to 19.1 per cent for the non‑Indigenous population (figure A3.1) 

· the proportion of the Indigenous population over the age of 75 years was 
1.0 per cent, compared to 6.3 per cent for the non-Indigenous population 
(figure A3.1) 

· the difference in age structure of these populations was also reflected in their median ages. The median age of the Indigenous population was 21.0 years, compared with a median age of 37.0 years for the non-Indigenous population (table A.1).

Figure A3.2
Proportion of the population in each remoteness area, 2006
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Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, Cat. no. 3238.0.55.001; table A.2.

In 2006:

· the two populations also differed in their geographic distribution. Both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people lived predominantly in major cities and regional areas (figure A3.2)

· however, a much higher proportion of the Indigenous population lived in remote and very remote areas: 24.6 per cent, compared to 1.8 per cent for non‑Indigenous people (figure A3.2).

Figure A3.3
Proportion of each State and Territory population who were Indigenous, 2006
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Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, Cat. no. 3238.0.55.001; table A.2.

· In 2006, the proportion of the population who were Indigenous differed across jurisdictions. The NT had the highest proportion of the population who were Indigenous (30.4 per cent) and Victoria had the lowest (0.7 per cent) 
(figure A3.3).

Figure A3.4
Proportion of the total Indigenous/non-Indigenous population in each State and Territory, 2006
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Source: ABS 2008, Experimental Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, June 2006, Cat. no. 3238.0.55.001; table A.2.

In 2006, a higher proportion of the Indigenous population lived in NSW than other states (29.5 per cent). Other jurisdictions with relatively large Indigenous populations were Queensland, WA and the NT (figure A3.4).

Use of Indigenous languages

Information about the use of Indigenous languages is relevant to many areas of the report. Language plays an important role in the continuation of culture and promotion of resilient communities. It is estimated that around 250 languages were used by Indigenous Australians prior to European settlement, but today less than 20 are considered strong (Purdie 2010). A lack of proficiency in English can also create barriers for Indigenous people in education, employment and in access to services (section 11.3). 

Figure A3.5 Main language spoken at home by Indigenous people, by age, 2008a, b
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a Indigenous children age 3–5 years who cannot yet speak are excluded from the analysis. b Percentages have been rounded. Although the percentages are correct they may not add to 100 per cent.
Source: ABS (unpublished) NATSISS 2008; table A.4.

In 2008:

· 88.2 per cent of the Indigenous population spoke English as a main language at home. This proportion was similar across all age groups (figure A3.5)

· 8.8 per cent of the Indigenous population spoke an Australian Aboriginal language as a main language at home (figure A3.5).
Figure A3.7
Indigenous people who spoke an Indigenous language at home, by remoteness area and proficiency in English, 2006
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Source: ABS 2008, Population Characteristics, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Australia, 2006, Cat. no. 4713.0.55.001; table A.6.

Data published in the 2009 OID report showed that, in 2006:

· The majority of the Indigenous population who spoke an Indigenous language at home also spoke English well or very well (78.6 per cent) (figure A3.7). 

· People aged 0–24 years represented a significant proportion (69.5 per cent) of all people who spoke an Indigenous language at home, but who did not speak English well or at all (table A.6). 

Table A3.

 SEQ Table \* ARABIC 1
Learning an Indigenous language, Indigenous people aged 3 years and over, by remoteness, 2008 (per cent)a, b
	
	Major cities
	Inner regional
	Outer regional
	Remote
	Very remote

	Parent
	35.5 
	23.9
	31.4 
	35.5 
	37.7 

	Other relative
	28.9 
	26.4 
	39.1 
	37.4 
	57.3 

	Person from the community
	20.6 
	24.9 
	18.5 
	11.1 
	23.9 

	Learning institution
	29.7 
	37.5 
	26.1 
	41.0 
	22.6 

	Other
	9.9 
	7.6 
	4.7 
	6.4 
	5.2 


a People whose main language spoken at home was an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language were not asked whether they were learning an Indigenous language. b Components may not add to total as people may have provided more than one response.
Source: ABS (unpublished) NATSISS 2008; table A.7.

In 2008:

· 50 900 Indigenous people were learning an Indigenous language (table A.7)

· the proportion of those learning an Indigenous language from a parent was similar across remoteness areas (table A3.1).

Attachment tables 

Attachment tables are identified in references throughout this appendix by an ‘A’ prefix (for example, table A.2 is table 2 in the attachment tables for this appendix). The files containing the attachment tables can be found on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp). Users without access to the Internet can contact the Secretariat directly.

	A3.

PAGE  6
	OVERCOMING INDIGENOUS DISADVANTAGE 2011 201122gog01-20
	


	
	Indigenous population and language use language use
	A3.

PAGE  1



_1357023904.unknown

_1357024314.unknown

_1357026616.unknown

_1357031250.unknown

_1357024295.unknown

_1357023829.unknown

