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Report on Government Services 2013 ― Indigenous Compendium
Government services and indigenous people
The performance of mainstream services provided to Indigenous Australians is a particular focus of the annual Report on Government Services. This factsheet summarises key information from the 2013 Report about the provision of mainstream services to Indigenous Australians — drawn from the Indigenous Compendium to the Report, released on Friday, 19 April 2013. 
Several improvements in Indigenous reporting were made in the 2013 Report:
early childhood education and care —  a new measure, the proportion of Indigenous children enrolled and attending preschool, under the indicator ‘Indigenous preschool enrolment and attendance’
aged care — inclusion of additional data for the ‘elapsed times for aged care services’ indicator, by remoteness areas, socio-economic index for areas (SEIFA) and Indigenous status
housing — new data for the ‘dwelling condition’ indicator for public housing, State owned and managed Indigenous housing (SOMIH) and community housing.
The Steering Committee recommends caution in interpreting data on services to Indigenous people. Indigenous people are not always identified in data collections, and surveys designed to report on the Australian population may not include sufficient numbers of Indigenous people to provide reliable data. The likelihood of Indigenous people being identified as Indigenous in both surveys and administrative data collections can vary in different situations and over time.
Footnote: Data and caveats for the following figures are available electronically from the Review of Government Service Provision website (http://www.pc.gov.au/gsp/rogs/2013). Data may be subject to revision. The most recent data will be available on the Review website.


Selection of results
	

Apparent rates of retention from year 10 to year 12, full time secondary students, 2011a
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Proportion of Indigenous police staff in 2011-12 and Indigenous population aged 20–64 yearsa
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School education: The national apparent retention rate for all schools from year 10 to year 12 for Indigenous students was 53.5 per cent, compared with 79.5 per cent for all students, in 2011. However, Indigenous students’ apparent retention rates from year 10 to year 12 for all schools has risen from 45.7 per cent in 2003 to 53.5 per cent in 2011, with the gap between Indigenous students and non‑Indigenous students decreasing from 32.0 percentage points in 2003 to 27.1 percentage points in 2011. (2013 Report, pp. 4.28–30; 2013 IC, pp. 4.9‑13). Other school education data such as learning outcomes (2013 Report, 
pp. 4.45–77; 2013 IC pp. 4.13–43) are also reported by Indigenous status.

Police services: The proportion of police staff who self-reported as Indigenous in 2011-12 was similar to the representation of Indigenous people in the population aged 
20–64 years for all jurisdictions except the NT. In the NT, Indigenous staff accounted for 7.4 per cent of total staff, compared with Indigenous representation in the working age population of 25.6 per cent (2013 Report, pp. 6.12-13; 2013 IC, pp. 6.3–5 and table 6A.17).
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	Indigenous and non-Indigenous age standardised imprisonment rates, 2011-12a
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Corrective services: In 2011‑12 the national imprisonment rate per 100 000 Indigenous adults was 1749.7 compared with a rate of 129.1 for non‑Indigenous adults (age standardised rates) (2013 Report, p. 8.7-8; 2013 IC, p. 8.4). While imprisonment rates for Indigenous people are higher than those for non-Indigenous people, the majority of prisoners are non‑Indigenous (72.4 per cent of all prisoners were non‑Indigenous in 2011‑12) (2013 Report, p. 8.8; 2013 IC, p. 8.5). Prisoner death rates from apparent unnatural causes in 2011-12 (2013 Report, p. 8.16; 2013 IC, p. 8.8–10) and community corrections offender rates (2013 Report, pp. 8.8–11; 2013 IC, pp. 8.5‑7) are also reported by Indigenous status.

Health sector: For NSW, Queensland, WA, SA and the NT combined, the overall rates of mortality for Indigenous Australians were nearly twice as high as mortality rates for non‑Indigenous Australians, based on data for 2007–2011 (2013 Report, pp. E.30–31; 2013 IC, pp. E.19-20). Similarly, in 2007–2011, in those jurisdictions for which data are of acceptable quality for reporting, the average mortality rate for Indigenous infants was higher than for non‑Indigenous infants (2013 Report, p. E.30; 2013 IC, p. E.19). The Health sector overview also includes data such as rates of obesity for Indigenous adults and children (2013 Report, p. E.14; 2013 IC, p. E.10-11), age standardised mortality rates of potentially avoidable deaths for Indigenous Australians aged under 75 years (2013 Report, pp. E.22–24; 2013 IC, pp. E.14-15) and life expectancy (2013 Report, pp. E.26-27; 2013 IC, pp. E.16).

Public hospitals: The number and proportion of Indigenous patients treated within national benchmarks for emergency department waiting times are reported for 2011‑12 (2013 Report, p. 10.19; 2013 IC, p. 10.7, table 10A.19). Waiting times for elective surgery in public hospitals at the 90th percentile, reported by procedure, were 259 days for Indigenous people, in comparison to 250 days for non‑Indigenous people, nationally in 2011‑12 (2013 Report, p. 10.24; 2013 IC, p. 10.9, table 10A.23). Other public hospitals data such as unplanned hospital readmissions rates (2013 Report, p. 10.32; 2013 IC, 10A.44) and perinatal death rates (2013 Report pp. 10.72–77; 2013 IC, pp. 10.14-15) are reported by Indigenous status. 

Primary and community health: The proportion of Indigenous older Australians who received an annual health assessment under Medicare was lower than for all older Australians in 2011‑12 in most states and territories (2013 Report, pp. 11.24–29; 2013 IC, pp. 11.9–11). The age standardised hospital separation rate for vaccine preventable conditions was higher for Indigenous people than for non‑Indigenous people in 2010‑11, in most jurisdictions (2013 Report, pp. 11.76–79; 2013 IC, pp. 11.26–28).

	Older people who received an annual health assessment by Indigenous status, 2011-12a
	
	Separations for vaccine preventable conditions by Indigenous status, 2010-11a
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Population using State and Territory specialised public mental health services, by Indigenous status, 2010-11a
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK21][bookmark: OLE_LINK22][bookmark: OLE_LINK23]Mental health management: Nationally, in 2010-11, the proportion of the Indigenous Australians using State and Territory specialised public mental health services 
(4.4 per cent) was higher than for the proportion of the non-Indigenous population (1.4 per cent) (2013 Report, 12.21–24; 2013 IC, pp. 12.10-11, table 12A.26).


	

CACP recipients per 1000 target population, 
30 June 2012a
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Aged care services: Nationally, at 30 June 2012, Indigenous Australians aged 50 years or over had a lower rate of residential aged care use than the total target population for residential aged care (Indigenous people aged 50–64 years and all people aged 65 years or over) (2013 Report, pp. 13.39-40; 2013 IC, pp. 13.12). For Community Aged Care Packages (CACP), Indigenous people had a higher rate of use than did the total population (2013 Report, pp. 13.40-41; 2013 IC, pp. 13.12-13). Nationally, the number of Indigenous Home and Community Care (HACC) recipients per 1000 Indigenous Australians aged 50 years or over was 219.1, compared to a total of 225.3 per 1000 of the aged care target population (people aged 65 years or over and Indigenous Australians aged 50–64 years) (2013 Report, pp. 13.41-42; 2013 IC, pp. 13.13–15).
	

Users of community access services per 1000 potential population, by Indigenous status, 2010-11a
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Services for people with disability: Nationally, the proportion of the Indigenous potential population who used NDA funded community access services (81.4 service users per 1000 potential population) was lower than the proportion of the non-Indigenous potential population who used these services (95.2 service users per 1000 potential population). However, nationally for accommodation support services users per 1000 potential population were similar for Indigenous and non-Indigenous (2013 Report, pp. 14.38–42; 2013 IC, 
p. 14.8–12). Other disability services data such as employment (2013 Report, p. 14.42; 2013 IC p. 14.13) are reported by Indigenous status.


Child protection services: The child protection substantiation rate for Indigenous children was 41.9 per 1000 children aged 0–17 years, compared with 5.4 for non-Indigenous children in 2011‑12 (2013 Report, p. 15.14; 2013 IC, p. 15.12, table 15A.8). Data on the placement of Indigenous children in out-of-home care, placed in accordance with the Aboriginal Child Placement Principle are also reported. Nationally, at 30 June 2012, 52.4 per cent of Indigenous children in out-of-home care were placed with relatives/kin (38.2 per cent with Indigenous relatives/kin and 14.1 per cent with non‑Indigenous relatives/kin). A further 16.4 per cent of Indigenous children in out-of-home care were placed with other Indigenous carers or in Indigenous residential care (2013 Report, pp. 15.35–39; 2013 IC, pp. 15.19–21).

Housing services: The proportion of overcrowded households varied across social housing programs. Nationally, 9.8 per cent of SOMIH households were overcrowded, at 30 June 2012. By contrast, in public housing and community housing, the rates of overcrowding were 4.3 per cent and 2.8 per cent respectively (2013 Report, p. 16.45; 2013 IC, p. 16.35-36).

Data on other services to Indigenous people: The Report also contains data on Indigenous people in relation to service areas not covered in this factsheet, including:
· Early childhood education and care
· Vocational education and training
· Youth justice services
· Homelessness services.

	Background information:
	Lawrence McDonald, Head of Secretariat
	03 9653 2178 / 0421 584 905

	Other information:
	Clair Angel, Media and Publications
	02 6240 3239 / 0417 665 443

	Please do not approach other parties for comment before 12.15 am on 19 April 2013.

	The Report can be accessed via the Review’s website at www.pc.gov.au/gsp.
Tables with a ‘number A’ prefix (eg. table 3A.1) are in the attachments to the 2013 Report on Government Services and the 
2013 Indigenous Compendium on the Review website.


[END]
Indigenous staff	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	2.3536105938340572	0.2977127571068362	2.1673936750272627	1.5308770108977685	0.97535023940414967	1.6512549537648615	0.9483667017913594	7.4009324009324011	Indigenous people aged 20–64 years	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	1.7583928074051944	0.52212543610085038	2.8238497266664564	2.6584474211854396	1.437282701282961	3.1833063279604161	1.0411415100368526	25.649356472044044	Per cent




Indigenous prisoners	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	1762.4799099645109	1099.5763617487282	1320.0476235510412	3045.7292499791856	2048.0168643578718	467.82223661168683	1027.8161129067273	1953.1392206333437	Non-Indigenous prisoners	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	140.81117738256444	105.77436189931547	119.44507081472517	164.61607424941855	137.51912481246103	133.68772256182197	69.577485115716513	165.63591730042108	Prisoners/100 000 adults





Indigenous people	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	25.115207373271893	14.564643799472297	32.875332709876986	23.521681997371878	18.467153284671532	13.980137509549273	18.604651162790699	28.55004988360492	25.526658495480316	Non-Indigenous people	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	28.137275468190214	26.245226983453541	31.385297580838888	25.202315811208969	25.838409214798663	31.795753174031162	19.569131060969756	9.6183679801427235	27.718311214035069	Per cent




Indigenous people	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	1.6672384868000001	1.5741594242000003	2.9461217469999998	3.979062753	3.6983621415000001	0.54948594829999997	0.41168869330000002	9.5925032994000006	3.3550860176000001	Non-Indigenous people	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	0.63035641440000001	0.78947153390000002	0.75815569120000004	0.54786736449999995	0.94837709739999998	0.35053225850000003	0.45613278060000001	0.98631629509999996	0.70498764479999987	Per cent




Indigenous	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	4.8	3.1	4.4000000000000004	4.8	5.8	1.9	6.4	3.7	4.4000000000000004	Non-Indigenous	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	1.2	1	1.6	1.7	1.6	1.6	1.8	2	1.4	Per cent




Indigenous recipients	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	17.902828199940998	65.820169424106993	13.343065188437	15.308882802319999	29.089437149782	22.703097203786999	67.237966553389995	49.779196432229	24.547077700035999	All recipients	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	13.588573881969999	14.072837274111	11.219464245686	12.309613358614	13.971359467523	13.702696626856	14.760014074387	35.083253452788	13.314684711264	Recipients/1000 aged care target population




Indigenous	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	59.589743589743591	127.19101123595506	83.671557914455207	140.0848999393572	99.706744868035187	48.830111902339773	40.160642570281126	46.786182772190642	81.429055453073829	Non-Indigenous	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	90.726784631754867	98.394494507702632	80.701707720250383	82.465886095562112	175.9750805500158	131.8750640056258	53.989490293891777	14.373178289179164	95.203803663147937	Users/1000 people




Indigenous students	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	49	58.3	61.8	44.2	69.8	41.6	78.400000000000006	43.8	53.5	All students	NSW	Vic	Qld	WA	SA	Tas	ACT	NT	Aust	76.7	82	81.8	76.400000000000006	83.9	70	90	62.9	79.5	
Per cent





