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The Productivity Commission

The Productivity Commission is the Australian Government’s independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians. Its role, expressed most simply, is to help governments make better policies, in the long term interest of the Australian community.

The Commission’s independence is underpinned by an Act of Parliament. Its processes and outputs are open to public scrutiny and are driven by concern for the wellbeing of the community as a whole.

Further information on the Productivity Commission can be obtained from the Commission’s website (www.pc.gov.au) or by contacting Media and Publications on (03) 9653 2244 or email: maps@pc.gov.au

Foreword

The Productivity Commission is required under its Act to report annually on industry assistance and its effects on the economy. Trade & Assistance Review 2009-10 contains the Commission’s latest quantitative estimates of Australian Government assistance to industry. It also identifies recent developments in assistance for various industries and sectors of the economy, and looks at developments in international trade policy. 

Industry assistance is also provided by State and Territory governments through a diverse range of programs. The Commission has previously reported on State and Territory assistance in its 1996 inquiry report into State, Territory and Local Government Assistance to Industry and in Trade & Assistance Review 2001‑02. Chapter 4 of this Review provides an updated picture, covering State and Territory expenditures in 2008‑09 which have been identified as supporting industry policy objectives. 

In preparing this report, the Commission has received helpful advice and feedback from a number of officials in Australian Government agencies as well as from the States and Territories. The Commission is grateful for their assistance. 

Gary Banks AO
Chairman 
May 2011
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Automotive Competitiveness and Investment Scheme 
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Australian Centre for Renewable Energy 

AFFRIC 
Australian Future Fibres Research and Innovation Centre 
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TES 
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