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processes and outputs are open to public scrutiny and are driven by concern for the 
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Foreword 

The Productivity Commission convened a roundtable on Promoting Better 
Environmental Outcomes at Old Parliament House in Canberra on 19–20 August 
2008. Participants included government officials, academics, consultants, journalists 
and representatives of environmental organisations and agencies. Keynote addresses 
were presented by Professor Gary Libecap from the University of California and 
Professor Robert Stavins from Harvard University.  

Over the past decade or so, the Commission has undertaken inquiries, prepared 
submissions and pursued its own research on a range of environmental policy 
topics. The focus has been on the efficiency and effectiveness of different policy 
options, the regulatory burdens they impose and the potential for unintended 
consequences.  In many cases, the projected benefits of policy intervention have not 
materialised, reflecting the difficulties of formulating effective policy instruments.  

The Promoting Better Environmental Outcomes roundtable sought to address two 
questions central to developing good environmental policy: 

• under what conditions can governments improve environmental outcomes?, and 

• how should governments intervene to ensure effective and efficient results?  

The roundtable proceedings are being published to enable a wider audience access 
to the information and insights that emerged. This volume includes papers by the 
speakers and a summary of the key points covered in the discussion sessions.  

The Commission is grateful to the speakers and other participants whose 
contributions made the roundtable such a valuable exercise. 

Gary Banks AO 

Chairman 

February 2009 
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