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Preface

This staff working paper examines multifactor productivity growth cycles at the industry level in Australia. There is considerable variation in industry-specific cycles across industries and the market sector. Moreover, the cycles chosen to examine industry MFP growth can have a considerable effect on the interpretation of industry productivity performance over time. 

Elena Antoniadou made a substantial contribution to the technical analysis for this study and provided input to early drafts of the paper while she was working at the Productivity Commission. Helpful comments on a draft of the paper were received from Jared Greenville (Productivity Commission), George van Leeuwen and Erik Veldhuizen (Statistics Netherlands), and Mark Zhang (Australian Bureau of Statistics). Hui Wei, Derek Burnell, Ken Ren and Bertram Antioch of the Australian Bureau of Statistics provided advice about the details of the ABS methodology for cycle determination. Leo Soames of the Productivity Commission provided vital technical assistance and advice. Tracey Horsfall from the Productivity Commission also assisted in the preparation of the paper.

The views expressed in this paper are those of the author and are not necessarily those of the Productivity Commission or of the people and external organisations who provided assistance.
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